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‘Really, it was kind of a pitiful thing, to go to a movie
like that and fight about it. | think they missed the point.’
Gene McDaniel, chief sheriff's deputy

Movie fires couple’s passion,
leads to violence, jail, regrets

Associated Press

STATESBORO, Ga. — A
couple who got into a dispute
over a theological point after
watching The Passion of the
Christ were arrested after the
argument turned violent.

The two left the movie theater
debating whether God the Fa-
ther in the Holy Trinity was hu-

man or symbolic, and the argu-
ment heated up when they got
home, Melissa Davidson said.

“It was the dumbest thing
we've ever done,” she said

Davidson, 34, and her hus-
band, Sean Davidson, 33, were
charged with simple battery on
March 11 after the two called po-
lice on each other. They were re-
leased on $1,000 bail.

According to a police report,

ries on her arm and face, while
her husband had a scissors stab
wound on his hand and his shirt
was ripped off. He also allegedly
punched a hole in a wall

“Really, it was kind of a pitiful
thing, to go to a movie like that
and fight about it. I think they
missed the point,” said Gene
McDaniel, chief Bulloch County
sheriff's deputy.




Questions, doubts
swirl in war’s wake

By MICHAEL HEDGES
Houston Chronicle Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The ﬁut—wmnch' images
from one year ago today have faded, along with
the eerie green nighttime flashes of explosions and
fiery strings of tracer bullets that announced
America was once again at war with Iraq.

But certain questions echo louder than ever on
the war’s anniversary: Was the conflict timely,
moral, justified? Has it made the United States saf-
er? And, can overcome its factionalism and
insurgency to build a democracy?

One year after the first U.S. troops streamed
ACTOSS i’he Kuwaiti border into Iraq, more than 560
soldiers and Marines have been killed and more
than 2,800 have been injured, some with perma-
nently disabling wounds.

The large stockpiles of weapons of mass destruc-
tion — which the Bush administration had pre-
dicted would be found and could be used in an alli-
ance with terrorists — have not yet materialized.

But Saddam Hussein himself was rooted out of
a hole near Tikrit by troops of Fort Hood’s 4th Infan-
try Division last December. Jailed under U.S.
guard, the former dictator now awaits trial as a
war criminal.

On Wednesday and Thursday, Baghdad and

See IRAQ on Page 20A.

INSIDE

NEW VIOLENCE

Three U.S. soldiers die
in mortar attacks and a
convay of Iragi trucks,
seen above, is
ambushed: Page 21A.

UNSTEADY ALLIES

Poland considers with-
drawing troops as South
Korea cancels plans to
send forces to northern
Irag: Page 22A.

DEALING WITH LOSS

Two Texas families recall
the sacrifice of their
sons: Page 20A.
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teroid heading past Earth
was closest one ever recorded

ociated Press

PASADENA, Calif — A 100-
foot-diameter asteroid passed
close, but harmlessly, by Earth
on Thursday, astronomers said.

The hurtling rock passed
about 26,500 miles above the
southern Atlantic Ocean at 4:08
p.m. CST.

It was the closest recorded en-
counter between Earth and an

astervid, said Steven Chesley, an
astronomer at NASA's Jet Pro-
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‘Butterfly study backs theory
of 6th worldwide extinction

By PAUL RECER
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LONDON — African ape hunters are
eing infected by the same class of vi-
ises that causes AIDS, scientists say,
hising fears of a possible epidemic of
new disease in the fubure.

The finding was the first study to con-
rm the transmission of a retrovirus
'om primates to hutnans in natural set-
ngs. The transmission has been seen

previously among animal researchers
and zoo warkers,

“The hunting and butchering of pri-
mates plays a role in retroviral emer-
gence,” said Dr. Nathan Wolfe, lead au-
thor of the study and an assistant pro-
fessor at the School of Public Health at
Johns Hopkins University.

He said it raises therisk“thatongo-
ing cross-species transmission of retro-
viruses and other pathogens could
spark future epidemics similar to HIV.”

The study, which also involved re-
searchers from Cameroon, was pub-
ﬁeﬂ in The Laneet medical journal to-

It said the hunters infected by simian
foamy virus, SFV, had shown no symp-
toms of disease.

More research is needed to discover
if it is harmful to humans or can be
passed between them.

Scientists say the AIDS epidemic that
emerged in the 19805 was the result of

cross-species transmissions of another
monkey virus, simian immunodefi-
ciency viruses, or SIV, to people several
decades earlier.

They based ther.r theory on genetic
analyses of the AIDS virus and similar
viruses found in chimps.

Wolfe said researchers have
documented animal-to-human trans-
mission of retroviruses like SFV and
SIV in the laboratory, “but our study is
the first to demonstrate that these

Hunters contracting retrovirus found in African apes

retroviruses are actively crossing into
people” In natural settings.

Scientists from Johns Hopkins, the

Cameroon Ministry of Health, the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention
and other institutions studied blood
samples from 1,099 individuals from
Camercon who were taking part in an
HIV prevention program.

They reported the presence of SFV
%ﬁ&’dﬁs in 1 percent of the people
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God called me into ordainec ministry, |
and | just can't befieve that God makes a mistake,’ |
Tha RAms. Karwn Dasssid

Lesbian minister
on trial says she
followed God’s call
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Subject: Worst President In History? (an email from one of our members...)

AND......(now aword of caution because I'm not positive these numbers are precise) but if | read it correctly, there
were 39 combat related killings in Irag during the month of January....in the fair city of Detroit there

were 35 murders in the month of January. That's one American city folks, about as deadly as the entire war torn
country of Irag.  The following appeared in the Durham, NC local paper as aletter to the editor. Please forward to
al onyour list asthiswill put thingsin perspective:

Liberals claim President Bush shouldn't have started thiswar. They complain about his prosecution of it. One
liberal recently claimed Bush was the worst president in U.S. history. Let's clear up one point: We didn't
start the war on terror. Try to remember, it was started by terrorists BEFORE 9/11. Let'slook at the "worst"
president and mismanagement claims.

FDR led usinto World War |1. Germany never attacked us. Japan did. From 1941-1945, 450,000 lives were lost, an
average of 112,500 per year.

Truman finished that war and started one in Korea, North Korea never attacked us. From 1950-1953,
55,000 lives were lost, an average of 18,333 per year.

John F. Kennedy started the Vietnam conflict in 1962. Vietnam never attacked us.
Johnson turned Vietnam into a quagmire. From 1965-1975, 58,000 lives were lost, an average of 5,800 per year.

Clinton went to war in Bosniawithout UN or French consent, Bosnianever attacked us. He was offered Osama bin
Laden's head on a platter three times by Sudan and did nothing. Osama has attacked us on multiple occasions.

In the two years since terrorists attacked us, President Bush has liberated two countries, crushed the Taliban,
crippled al-Qaida, put nuclear inspectorsin Lybia, Iran and North Korea without firing ashot, and captured a
terrorist who slaughtered 300,000 of his own people. We lost 600 soldiers, an average of 30 ayear. Bush did al this
abroad while not allowing another terrorist attack at home. Worst president in history?

Comeon!



