
1

Third Saturday Seminar 2004-2005

We Dig Deeper Into The Future
Challenges of Being Human

First Session

“Hiring a New Chief Executive”

Curt Gibby

Montgomery College
Conroe, Texas

18 September 2004



2

Progam for the First Session

•Introduction

•Current Events

•War of 1812 - History to learn from

•Hiring a new President - Opening Comments

•Discussion

•Break - 10 minutes

•Discussion Continues

•Summary - Conclusion

•Closure - Feedback
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Disclaimer
The following presentation consists of material from many
sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I have
tried to always give appropriate attribution for this material,
but may have overlooked some.  Also in many cases an
Internet link to the source material is provided in order to
allow you to better put these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas
contained within them, does not in any way mean that I
personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in
part but that it is of importance to the discussion.

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official
capacity and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we
ask that you identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or
organization and your official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware
of, value and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest
of  the Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything
you see or hear happening or about to happen is or will be putting any
one or all of us in jeopardy of breaking the law as you understand it, we
request that you advise us of that situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to
protect and serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you
will be derelict in your duty.  It will result in harm to those you are
obligated to protect.

To members of Law Enforcement
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Current Events



7

Charlie, Frances, Ivan, Karl?
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Who needs enemies when you have Microsoft? ( I have no idea whether this
is true, but I can believe it without making a leap of faith)

    A Journal du Net article reports that about 8% of Windows sessions
    require a machine reboot.

    The relevant quote (translated from french) is: "The average rate of
    failures requiring a system reboot has been measured at around 8% per
    session."

    This number varies widely depending on the version of Windows.
    The failure rate is:

    3% for NT4
    4% for Windows 2000
    12% for Windows XP

    The study was originally made by Acadys and Microcost. They gathered
    data from 1.2 million machines belonging to about one thousand
    companies in seven different countries over a period of one month.
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HoustonChronicle.com -- http://www.HoustonChronicle.com | Section: World           Sept. 17, 2004, 3:27PM

Madonna's bodyguards held after brawl
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel  -- Police detained two bodyguards of pop star Madonna today after a brawl with photographers
waiting for the singer outside her Tel Aviv hotel.
ADVERTISEMENT

Two of the photographers and a policeman who tried to break up the fight were injured, said police spokesman
Liat Pearl.

"Two security guards were detained for questioning by the Tel Aviv police department," Pearl said.

The pop diva has been in Israel since Wednesday, along with 2,000 other students of Kabbalah, or Jewish
mysticism.

Madonna's visit to the country has sparked a media frenzy with the local newspapers devoting pages detailing her
luxury hotel suite and even her menu for the Jewish New Year celebrations, but journalists have been kept at a
distance during the visit.

The scuffle broke out this evening as the photographers trailed Madonna from a restaurant to her hotel.

The Israeli bodyguards knocked one of the photographers to the ground and kicked him in the face before
attacking a second one who tried to intervene, according to a cameraman on assignment for Associated Press
Television News.

Madonna had already entered her hotel when the fight broke out.

Madonna was raised a Roman Catholic, but she has taken an interest in Jewish mysticism in recent years.

She has adopted the Hebrew name Esther, wears a red thread on her wrist to ward off the evil eye, and reportedly
refuses to perform on the Jewish Sabbath.

Designer Donna Karan and Marla Maples, an ex-wife of Donald Trump, were among those traveling with
Madonna, according to the Los Angeles-based Kabbalah Center, sponsor of the trip.
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Sept. 16, 2004, 11:40PM
Saddam had a weapons plan, report concludes
Stockpiles likely never existed, but plan to rebuild did
By KATHERINE PFLEGER SHRADER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Drafts of a report from the top U.S. inspector in Iraq conclude the
country had no weapons stockpiles, but say there are signs Saddam Hussein had dormant
programs he hoped to revive at a later time, people familiar with the findings said.

In a 1,500-page report, the head of the Iraq Survey Group, Charles Duelfer, will contend
Saddam was importing banned materials, working on unmanned aerial vehicles in
violation of U.N. agreements and maintaining a dual-use industrial sector that could
produce weapons.

Duelfer also says Iraq only had small research and development programs for chemical
and biological weapons.

The report concludes Saddam had intentions of restarting weapons programs at some
point, after suspicion and inspections from the international community waned.

After a year and a half in Iraq, however, the United States has found no weapons of mass
destruction — its chief argument for overthrowing the regime.



14

I get stuff on
email ...
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The War of 1812

These lands are ours, and no one has the right to remove
us, because we were the first land owners; the Great
Spirit above has appointed this place for us on which to
light fires, and here we will remain. As to the boundaries,
the Great Spirit above knows no boundaries, nor will his
red people know any ... Tecumseh ~1810

http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/intro.html
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The War Hawks gained such power in the Congress of the United States that their
words were listened to with growing attention. It became increasingly obvious that
these aggressive men were bent on war with Great Britain. By Autumn of 1811,
they were openly demanding an immediate invasion of British North America.

By February of 1812, Congress had ordered the creation of a volunteer army of
50,000 men. On June 18th 1812 came a declaration of war against Great Britain.
Oddly enough on June 23rd 1812 Great Britain had revoked the restrictions on
American commerce, thus eliminating one of the chief reasons for going to war.

However the War Hawks had displayed much more energy in talking about
war than in planning and preparing for war. At the beginning of hostilities
there were about 7,000 men in the regular forces and these were commanded
by senior officers who were old, incompetent or lacking in experience.
Congress had voted for war, but seemed reluctant to spend the necessary funds
upon equipment and supplies. A bill introduced into Congress with the purpose of
increasing the size of the American Navy was turned down by the members.
Volunteer soldiers were badly fed and disgracefully clothed. In winter, the
unfortunate sentries who patrolled the Canadian-American border shivered and
shook on duty because they lacked overcoats.
http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/intro.html
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It soon became clear that great numbers of Americans were not at all united in
approving the conflict with Great Britain. Many felt that it was a contest
fought for purposes other than those which had been declared by the War
Hawks. These feeling were put into eloquent words by the famous American
orator and statesman, Daniel Webster, when he spoke in Congress:

Whoever would discover the causes which have produced the present state of
things, must look for them, not in the efforts of the opposition, but in the nature
of the war in which we are engaged ... Quite too small a portion of public
opinion was in favor of war to justify it originally. A much smaller portion is in
favor of the mode in which it has been conducted ... Public opinion, strong and
united, is not with you in your Canada project ... The acquisition of the
country is not an object generally desired by the people ... You are you say,
at war for maritime rights, and free trade. But they see you lock up your
commerce and abandon the ocean. They see you invade an interior province
of the enemy. They see you involve yourselves in a bloody war with native
savages; and they ask you if you have, in truth, a maritime controversy with the
Western Indians, and are really contending for sailors' rights with the tribes of
the Prophet.

http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/intro.html
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In the late summer of 1814 a British fleet was sent into Chesapeake Bay to make a
diversionary attack against Washington and Baltimore.

When the lead British ships appeared in Chesapeake Bay in August 1814 the Americans had no
idea where they were headed or what their intentions were. The British sailed up the Patuxent
River and moved ashore a force of nearly five thousand crack troops fresh from the battle fields of
Europe.

In the American capitol there was a curious lack of alarm when word arrived that the British
invasion force had come ashore. At the new Congress building there was no serious worry that the
capitol of the United States might be attacked. At the White house or President's Palace there
was little concern, the leaders of the United States had been assured by the Secretary of War
that there was no danger.

John Armstrong assured the president that the British might attack Baltimore but the young
capitol was in no danger.

Mr. Madison rode to the front to watch the up coming battle, he sent a note to his wife:

"My dearest I have passed among the troops who are in high spirits and make a good appearance.
The reports as to the enemy has varied from hour to hour, the last and probally best information is
that they are not very strong and are without cavarly and artillery and of coarse they are not in a
condition to strike at Washington."

http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/batwash.html
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Dolly Madison the presidents wife was now hearing differently. Mrs. Madison knew what was a foot
better than her husband the British moved relentlessly on Washington knowing the effect it would
have on the people of the United States to have their nations capitol attacked.

The British soon got word that the only troops standing between them and Washington were militia
units. The main British force moved into a Washington suburb and after a brief battle the militia units
broke and ran, in the words of one American observer:

"They ran like sheep being chased by dogs".

Several hunderd U.S. sailors came ashore to fight but they could not stop the British advance for very
long.

The military problems of Mr. Madison and his cabinet faced on the Canadian frontier were now being
repeated at the door of the nations capitol.

Once the battle had commenced Mr. Madison and the Secretaries of War and State decided it would be
better to withdraw to a position in the rear.

Ahead of the President word shot back to Washington that all was not well. The British invasion force
was now clearly in on the capitol, the presidents wife Dolly Madison dashes of a note to her sister:

"Will you believe it my sister, we have a battle or skirmish near the city. I am still within sounds of the
cannons, Mr. Madison comes not. May God protect us. Two messengers come in and asked me to
leave the capitol, I must stay here and wait for my husband.”

http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/batwash.html
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While Mrs. Madison showed great courage at the White House . Mr. Madison was tracking down the
Secretary of War to find out what steps were in the works to meet the final British assault, he was
shocked and disheartened to find out there was no plan.

The 25th of August 1814, the British approached the heart of Washington, march down
Constitution Avenue bearing a flag of truce and demand a surrender. Suddenly from a house
window the flag of truce is fired apon.

The British troops rushed into the house where the shots had been fired from, and put all who
were found in the house to the sword and then reduced the house to ashes. They went onto
burn and destroy every building connected to the government.

While Washington burned, the president and his cabinet became fugitives fleeing westward
deep into the hills of Virginia. At the White House Mrs. Madison was persuaded to leave also,
and soon after the British troops arrived.

When these British soldiers who had been sent to destroy the President's house entered they found a
dinner that had been made for about forty people. They ate every bit of food and drank every bottle
of wine, then started to destroy the White House.

Washington D.C. the capitol of the United States was a city on fire, what had started two years
earlier as the invasion and conquest of Canada had now turned into a defensive war.

http://members.tripod.com/~war1812/batwash.html
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“Hiring a New Chief Executive”
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Don’t Panic

Douglass Adams, Hitchikers Guide to the Galaxy
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Before We Get Started

1.  As tempting as it is, this is not a political rally for one side or another.  It is a discussion of
some very important real issues and questions which many, if not most of us share.  Voting is
your duty as a citizen.  How you vote will be strictly up to you.  But, don't let political differences
if you know about them, affect your friendships.  History will tell who was right (maybe). In the
meantime we need good friends, especially those who can be candid and friends at the same time.

2.  By participating, we will help ourselves as well as the the other seminarians deal with these
important issues as we approach the election.  Nobody has the "right answer" except for
themselves.  We all owe it to each other to respect and support each other.  We are all Americans
or guests. We will all benefit or have to live with the outcome.

3.  Please keep your remarks brief and to the point.

4.  Have faith --  in each other and yourselves.  Our republic has lasted over 200 years.  We are
the oldest living Constitutional democracy.  Our Constitution  limits the power of the leaders and
guarantees the rights of its citizens.  That 200 years has not all been smooth sailing.  From time
to time, generally in "times of war", leaders have usurped the authority of the Congress, violated
the Constitution and the rights of the people who rightly or wrongly have acquiesced, being
promised security.  Something has always brought us back from the brink, but I don't think we
ever make a full recovery.  Best we keep our rights and respect for each other intact in the first
place.  Let's not let anything we say or do be harmful to each other.

5.  Have fun - We always do.
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Now lets pretend, that it's another
statistical dead heat and the electors
can't make up their minds, and they
have come to the Third Saturday
Seminar for our "advice and consent".
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Process?

How would we go about that?

What are the really important issues?

And, how does it appear the candidates will deal with
them?

What is in the best interests of you, your community, and
the country.

What are the characteristics that you would look for if you
were hiring a chief executive for a company in which you
were a major stockholder?  In essence you would be
putting a major part of your and your family's future in the
hands of this chief executive.
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Oops!

What if it turns out that not one of the candidates is perfect?
In fact, not only not perfect,  but really has a "checkered"
history.

Has the incumbent accomplished anything he has set out to
do?  Has what he has accomplished made your world better?

What about the challengers?  Anybody with enough stroke
to run for president, will have got there with help from a lot
of friends.  What kind of friends?

What are the work histories of the candidates?  What if one
is a liar?  What if they are both liars?
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But you need to vote for one (Do you?)

It just goes on and on, doesn't it? But on November 2nd  the
country will make a decision, and even though the job
description is limited: the office of President of the USA is
the most powerful in the world, both as a matter of prestige
and the willingness of the legislative branch to abdicate the
authority they hold in trust for the people to the executive who
willingly accepts it and puts it right to work.
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September 30, 2002
The Paradox of Corrupt Yet Effective Leadership
By ALAN EHRENHALT

WASHINGTON
Every so often in American politics, we come upon an ethical problem more
delicate and more depressing than the existence of outright evil. It is the problem
of mackerels in the moonlight.

John Randolph, the eccentric Virginia aristocrat, invented this phrase in the 1820's
and used it against at least two of his Congressional colleagues. Henry Clay, he
complained, was so brilliant, so capable and yet so corrupt that, "like a rotten
mackerel in the moonlight, he both shines and stinks."

The phrase has lived on not only because of its cleverness, but because it defines a
moral ambiguity most of us find very hard to understand. We look for heroes to
represent us, although we rarely find them. We take a certain perverse pleasure in
unmasking hypocrites and dispatching blowhards who fail to deliver on their
promises. The leaders we have trouble dealing with are those of obvious talent and
genuine achievement who turn out to have displayed appalling ethical insensitivity
— or worse.
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At a deeper level, though, today's moonlight mackerels are political leaders
who convince themselves they can compartmentalize their lives and
careers, setting the embarrassing parts aside in private containers where
they need not contaminate acts of genuine idealism and tangible
achievement. This may have been possible once; it was, despite occasional
insults, for Henry Clay, and it was still possible in the time of John F.
Kennedy. But it is a dangerous trick to attempt in the 21st century.
Eventually it will come out. Too many reporters, prosecutors and
bureaucratic whistleblowers are working overtime to uncover it. There are
very few airtight compartments left in American public life.

This is a good thing in that it will discourage quite a few elected
officials in the next generation from mischief they might otherwise have
been tempted to risk. It is a bad thing in that it destroys or fatally
weakens political leaders whose downfall ultimately benefits no one.
Buddy Cianci, Paul Patton and George Ryan are among those leaders.

Alan Ehrenhalt, executive editor of Governing magazine, is author of ``The
Lost City.''
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Places to go to find stuff out

League of Women Voters homepage:  http://www.lwv.org/

Find your candidates:
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/e4/rlist/?state=TX

Check the presidential candidates on the issues (Nader has no
comments, I'm not even sure he is on all the ballots in Tx)
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/e4/dnet/?gridid=57361

But if you like to dig deeper, getting ready for the class, or leading
up to the election, or afterwards, try:

More good useful stuff - Work histories of candidates
Project Vote Smart  http://www.vote-smart.org
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More Places to go to find stuff out

Follow the money in national politics
Opensecrets.org  http://www.opensecrets.org/     (formerly the
Committee for Responsive Politics, CRP)

Follow the Money -- most complete resource for information of
money in state politics
http://www.followthemoney.org/

All candidates and their surrogates twist the truth till it's a lie; but
you have factcheck.org:
http://www.factcheck.org/     to help you separate the wheat
from the chaff.
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More Places to go to find stuff out

The Center for Public Integrity : Investigative Journalism in the
Public Interest:  http://www.publicintegrity.org/default.aspx

DemocracyNow.org  Amy Goodman.  A national asset.  I may
not always agree with her, but I have tremendous respect  for
her as a persistent seeker of the truth and a tremendously able,
courageous and energetic journalist.  Listen to her daily at 9:00
on KPFT FM 90.1 and catch streaming video and listen to
archives or read transcripts at http:www.democracynow.org

For some of the best, timely, pertinent information for today's
world, watch Bill Moyer's NOW on PBS at 8:00 pm on Fridays
and if you miss it go to:    http://www.pbs.org/now/    for
discussion topics, transcripts, enrichment materials.  Bill
Moyers will leave the show after the election.
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Choosing your leaders qualities
•Pol Pot

•Herod

•Hitler

•Mussolini

•Pablo Escobar

•Saddam Hussein

•Idi Amin

•Pontius Pilate

•Decisive

•Kind

•__________________

•__________________

•__________________

•__________________

•__________________

•__________________

Characteristics
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Presidency 2004

http://www.politics1.com/p2004.htm
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http://www.politics1.com/p2004.htm
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http://www.politics1.com/p2004.htm
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Things that matter?
Family Connections

Education?

Vietnam experience?

Recent Performance?

Stated Programs? Credible? Affordable? Makes Sense?
Needed?

Credibility?

Intelligence?

Judgement?

Management Ability?

Charisma?
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Kerry Confusion
• George Elliott, who came to Kerry's defense during his 1996
Senate campaign when questions were raised about his Silver Star.
Kerry received the award after beaching his boat to chase a Viet
Cong guerrilla who was firing from shore. Kerry jumped ashore and
killed the guerrilla. As Kerry's commander, Elliott approved the
award and gave him glowing marks in fitness reports. But in an
affidavit last month, Elliott said he "was never informed that
(Kerry) had simply shot a wounded, fleeing Viet Cong in the back."
Last week, Elliott recanted that affidavit in a statement to The
Boston Globe, saying he had made "a terrible mistake." But the
Swift Boat Veterans group has since issued a statement reaffirming
Elliott's affidavit.
http://www.usatoday.com/news/politicselections/nation/president/2004-08-08-kerry-vets_x.htm
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Bush Banter (not Bashing)
Does any of this matter? What troubles me is less Mr. Bush's advantage three decades ago and more his
denial today. Mr. Bush's own route to avoid the draft underscores the disparities in America, yet his
policies seem based on a kind of social Darwinism in which the successful make their own opportunities.
His tax cuts and entire outlook seem rooted in ideas not of noblesse oblige, but of noblesse
entitlement .

One fall day in 1973, when Mr. Bush was a new student at Harvard Business School, he was wearing a
Guard jacket when he ran into one of his professors. The professor, Yoshi Tsurumi, says he asked Mr.
Bush how he wangled a spot in the Guard.

"He said his daddy had good friends who got him in despite the long waiting list," recalls Professor
Tsurumi, who is now at Baruch College, part of the City University of New York. Professor Tsurumi
says he next asked Mr. Bush how he could have already finished his National Guard commitment. "He
said he'd gotten an early honorable discharge," Professor Tsurumi recalls. "I said, 'How did you
manage that?' "

"He said, oh, his daddy had a good friend," Mr. Tsurumi said. "Then we started talking about the
Vietnam War. He was all for fighting it."

Professor Tsurumi says he remembers Mr. Bush so vividly because he was always making outrageous
statements: denouncing the New Deal as socialist, calling the S.E.C. an impediment to business,
referring to the civil rights movement as "socialist/communist" and declaring that "people are poor
because they're lazy." (Dan Bartlett, an aide to Mr. Bush, denies that the president ever made these
statements.)
 Nicholas D. Khristof    http://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/15/opinion/15kris.html
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OK, How do I deal with this information. ?

PBS Newshour - 16 September 04 - “Killian Memos”

Last night 60 Minutes aired a follow up report, this time interviewing Lt.
Colonel Killian's longtime secretary, Marian Knox. She says that while she
believes the memos are not authentic, the thoughts expressed in them are.

DAN RATHER, 60 Minutes (9/15): So with these memos, you know that you
didn't type them.

MARIAN KNOX, 60 Minutes: I know that I didn't type them; however, the
information in those is correct.

Rather DAN RATHER, 60 Minutes: Few, if any, things that I ask you about
will be more important than this point: you say you didn't type these memos,
definitely you didn't type these memos.

MARIAN KNOX, 60 Minutes: Not these particular ones.

DAN RATHER, 60 Minutes: Did you type ones like this?

MARIAN KNOX, 60 Minutes: Yes.

DAN RATHER, 60 Minutes: Containing the same or identical information?

MARIAN KNOX, 60 Minutes: The same information, yes.
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Torture as Due Process
by James Bovard, Posted July 7, 2004

After 9/11, the word of the president was supposedly the only
protection that the rights and liberties of the American people
needed. After 9/11, President Bush granted himself unlimited,
unchecked power over anyone in the world suspected of being a
terrorist. The Supreme Court, in a series of rulings on June 28,
2004, trimmed that power by recognizing that in some cases
enemy combatants may challenge in federal courts the label the
Bush administration imposes upon them. But the president
continues to hold far more arbitrary power then he did prior to
9/11.

This article was originally published in the July 2004 edition of
Freedom Daily.
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Future war

Drone Survelillance and
Attack (UAV)

Force Multipliers

Littoral Combat Ships
Reduced Friendly Casualties
(no American body bags)

There is a decided trend to use technolgy to produce
super soldiers and remotely operated vehicles so that in
future conflicts we don’t use so many body bags.
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excerpted from "Thieves In High Places" by Jim Hightower, www.jimhightower.com

NEVER HAVE SO FEW DONE SO MUCH FOR SO FEW
There are three things you never want to see:
* Water coming out of your electrical sockets.
* Flames shooting out of your sock drawer.
* A press release coming out of the White House that begins: "The Bush Administration
today announced revised standards for . . . ”

It doesn’t matter "for what." When you see that eight-word lead you just know it’s
going to be yet another piece of awful news, yet another revision of the rules that’ll let
yet another industry or specific corporation have a free hand to clobber us regular folks.
From inaugural day forward, the Bush White House has spewed out a torrent of "revised
standards," altering the rules to allow the Powers That Be more leeway to pollute our air
and water, restrict our access to health care, invade our privacy, take away our rights on
the job, raid our pensions, muffle our freedom of speech, privatize our public resources . .
. you name it.
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FRIDAY NIGHT MASSACRES AND OTHER GAMES
Occasionally there are stories about this tax twist or that regulatory revision, but the
media establishment has given us no sense of the constancy, of the scale, or of the big
picture. Why? Glad you asked:
1. Gobbledygook: The White House doesn’t want these actions covered, so giggling
lawyers write the legally-required public announcements in Chinese Pig Latin,
eliminating all useful and descriptive words, such as verbs. You can hear them cackle as
they hit "print": Ha! Let ‘em try to decipher this one!
2. Friday Night Massacres: The White House releases many of its biggest nasties on
Friday evenings, well after the diligent press corps has departed for various bars, beaches,
and other amusements. So the press doesn’t learn about the regulatory massacre until
Monday morn, and by then it’s "old news" and is either tossed or gets a one-paragraph
slug buried in Tuesday’s paper. Likewise, Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays are favorite
times to drop an ugly release – again, no reporters, no news. The final arsenic-in-your-water
reg, for example, was dropped on Halloween (what a bunch of tricksters! Surely
someone got a raise for that). Also, the EPA snuck out a package of rules to exempt
some 17,000 dirty power plants from Clean Air restrictions on the afternoon before
Thanksgiving and on New Year’s Eve.
3. Newspeak: The actions are never couched in straight-forward language like: "In
another move to shaft the little guy, Bush today…" No, no. Instead, every change in the
game is expressed in such positive, even soothing phrases as:
* To streamline the process…
* To replace an archaic… (they often substitute Depression-era for archaic)
* To provide greater flexibility…

excerpted from "Thieves In High Places" by Jim Hightower, www.jimhightower.com
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Need an Authority?

What would Hillel the Elder say?  What would Jesus say?
What would Mohammed say?  What would the Buddha say?
What do you say?  Will the beserkers prevail anyway?

For starters, Hillel’s best known sayings are:

    * "If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And
if I am only for myself, then what am I? And if not now,
when?" (Pirkei Avot)

and

    * "That which is hateful to you, do not do to your
neighbor. That is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary.
Go and study it." (Rabbi Shammai)
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Eight Times In Bible

LEVITICUS 19:18 NKJ
18 `You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

MATTHEW 19:19 NKJ
19 `Honor your father and your mother,' and, `You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' "

MATTHEW 22:39 NKJ
39 "And the second is like it: `You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'

MARK 12:31 NKJ
31 "And the second, like it, is this: `You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment
greater than these."

LUKE 10:27 NKJ
27 So he answered and said, " `You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind,' and `your neighbor as yourself.' "

ROMANS 13:9 NKJ
9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall
not bear false witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this
saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

GALATIANS 5:14 NKJ
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

JAMES 2:8 NKJ
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do
well;
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Governments Lie!

If this is true, why do we place so much trust and authority
in ours?

Note: the founding fathers did not trust governments
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TIM RUSSERT: Are you suggesting that our alliance with Israel
is one of the reasons that we were attacked on September 11?

MR. BUCHANAN:  Sure.  That's one of the reasons given by
Osama bin Laden.  In his fatwa of 1998, he wrote that there are
three causes of the problems and three causes for a declaration of
war by all Arabs and good Muslims against the United States.
One, America's imperial presence on the sacred soil of Saudi
Arabia.  Secondly, the sanctions policy against Iraq which was
persecuting and basically starving, he said, the Iraqi people, and
we were planning another invasion.  Third is the United States'
uncritical support of the Ariel Sharon regime in Israel, which he
argued is persecuting the Palestinian people.
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In my judgment, Chris, this one-sided support for Sharon, the
refusal to condemn that wall snaking through the West Bank,
the agreement to support Sharon's claim to virtually half of the
West Bank, this has caused enormous hostility and animosity
and hatred for this country in that part of the world, not just
among the Palestinians.  And if we want to drain off some of
this hatred, this venom against us, we have got to adopt a more
evenhanded policy here.  We have got to stand up for the same
rights for the Palestinian people, a homeland, a nation, a state of
their own, a viable one, on the land their forefathers farmed for
a thousand years, because those are first our principles and
secondly, that is in the national interest of the United States of
America.  I don't care what Ariel Sharon believes.
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Really, what are your plans for the future?

Polite society's bombers may not have to wait long for round two.
The US vice-president, Dick Cheney, warned last week that
America could take action against "40 to 50 countries". Somalia,
allegedly a "haven" for al-Qaeda, joins Iraq at the top of a list of
potential targets. Cheered by having replaced Afghanistan's bad
terrorists with America's good terrorists, the US defence secretary,
Donald Rumsfeld, has asked the Pentagon to "think the
unthinkable", having rejected its "post-Afghanistan options" as
"not radical enough".

New Statesman,  Nov 26, 2001  by John Pilger

http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0FQP/is_4565_130/ai_80803569
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Preemptive war has been defined as a "military action
undertaken absent an imminent threat or ongoing attack by an
aggressor ... a decision to go to war without clear and
convincing evidence of the need for us to defend ourselves
against an imminent attack."[1]

According to O'Neill, from the moment of the "very first
National Security Council (NSC) meeting, ... 'From the very
beginning, there was a conviction, that Saddam Hussein was a
bad person and that he needed to go,' says O’Neill, who adds
that going after Saddam was topic A 10 days after the
inauguration - eight months" prior to September 11, 2001.
"'From the very first instance, it was about Iraq." The focus
was on what could be done to affect regime change, says
Suskind, "'Day one, these things were laid and sealed.'”
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1/30/2002
Fiscal Priorities
Filed under: Politics — chris @ 11:40 pm

While Bush cuts the budget of programs for job training the defense budget
swells like a fly-bloated corpse. The pentagon has admitted that they can’t
account for $2.3 TRILLION dollars. Trillion! Trillion! No, this money doesn’t
just vanish. It’s not eaten by rodents in the walls. It is pilfered by rats of a
different sort. These public funds, which amount to $8000 for every single
person, could have been used in a constructive manner. Hell, even giving people
an $8000 bonus would be more worthwhile than allowing it to be stolen by
government contractors and private business. War is a racket, plain and simple,
and this ‘war’ is no different. It is sick with the stench of profiteering. While the
parasites syphon off more and more money a large percentage of Americans eat
up the bullshit with a spoon. America wave more flags, put the plastic bag over
your head and go back to sleep.

http://www.letterneversent.com/index.php/archives/2002/01/30/
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In today’s world there are no non-combatants

Every body will be ulitmately, collectively be held responsible
for the actions of it’s government.  Good or Bad.

Might can prevail if it is competent.  However, might breeds
contempt which is the precursor of incompetence and failure.

Best, if your government acts with responsibility, respect,
intelligence, compassion, determination and humility.

When you pay an army you are responsible for their actions.
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What our government has given us is “Chicken Little” on
steroids.

The greater evil is the one that will hurt you and yours the most.

Do the numbers.

Evil will always be here, there, everywhere.  We have to
discourage it and manage it, like we do the trash; but not let it
run our lives.  Else we live to serve evil.  Evil becomes our
master, our humanity the victim.
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Since the end of cold war, where the Soviet Union and the
The West held each other in check with a creditable threat of
nulcear and conventional military force.  (At great cost to
our respective societies) It was was called MAD for
Mutually Assured Destruction.

Within that context we were still able to conduct “limited”
military actions or adventures, which have been sufficient to
justify the natural desires for military adventure of our
government.

For Instance: Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Nicaragua, Grenada,
Somalia, with real enemies (well mostly).

Now we have a war against terrorism.
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•Crime

•Drugs

•Poverty

•Ignorance

•Hate

•They never end

•They seem to produce more
“enemies” than they remove.
There is often collateral damage

•War implies that the rules of a
civilized society just don’t apply
and civil rights may be
sacrificed for safety.

•They are fueled by fear. Is the
elephant really afraid of a
mouse?

This would appear to have many of the same characteristics
as the Wars against:

•Intolerance
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If we are dissatisfied with the current culture in our
government and its agencies, we can hope for good leadership
and management to bring it around to a better sense of duty to
country....

But in reality, the reason the culture is the way it is, is because
we are the way we are, and we continue to accept it and are
not willing to change it.

The leaders have all had ample opportunity to change it.  It is
now time to start changing the leaders that are not acting in the
best interest in this country.
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I know that there is nothing
better for men than to be happy
and do good while they live.
That everyone may eat and
drink, and find satisfaction in all
his toil -- this is the gift of God.

Ecclesiastes 3:12,13, NIV
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THE OPPOSITE OF COURAGE IS NOT
COWARDICE, IT’S CONFORMITY

Our democracy is being dismantaled right in front of our
eyes -- not by crazed foreign terrorists, but by our own
ruling elites.

Jim Hightower in Thieves in High Places
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Why the elites need the rest of us but most of them don’t
know it?

The elites are as much lucky as smart.  They may have been
born with the silver spoon.

They may have been born with smarts.

Some are predatorial tendencies (but, when the prey goes
exinct so does the predator that fed on it.)

They don’t waste a lot of time worrying about you.

The rich and superrich must have the labor and even the
brains of hundreds or thousands of people to produce the
product or service that produces wealth.

Without these people, the rich guys would/could not make
more money.

The goose laying the golden egg.
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Why?
Why do we accept politicians that serve primarily their
contributors and themselves?  What has happened to a
real sense of duty to constituents and country?

We’ve been conditioned?

Fear?

Loss of “benefits”

Fear of retribution.

Fear of the government.

Lack of education - we think.

Laziness.
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The Whole Answer?

Not one of us has the whole answer to anything.

But we each, all of us, have a part of it.

The only way to find the answer is for us all to cooperate.

We are each one, the teacher and the student.

And the answer is never complete until it is everyone’s.
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What Can I do to save the world?

•    Respect yourself, your experience and your knowledge

•    Respect your instincts, evaluate what you see and hear.

•    Acknowledge that your abilities, time and energy have limits, but that
does not make you ignorant.  Use what you have and add to it as you go.

•    Choose your friends and associates carefully.

•    Trust only those who are worthy.  Don’t be in a hurry.

•    Choose your teachers and advisors wisely: social, educational, medical,
financial, spiritual, etc.

•    Be honest with and supportive of (love) yourself.  When you make a
mistake, try to figure out why.  Learn from the experience.  Make amends if
possible and appropriate.  Then, move on.

First, check out yourself: Do you? Can You?
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What Can I do to save the world (Continued)?

Next, choosing your mission:

•    What concerns you?

•    What are you passionate about?

•    How much time, resources, energy do you have available?

•    What other obligations do you have?  Set realistic priorities.

•    What are your natural and acquired abilities?

•    How can they be applied to the need?

•    Will your family, friends and groups that you are a member of support
you to whatever level you might want from them.

•    Decide how you will go about it.  Make yourself a plan and a schedule.
These can always be adjusted as time goes on, but if you have not identified
goals and how and when you intend to achieve them it will be difficult to
stay on track.

•    Be realistic, kind and supportive to yourself and your friends as you
work towards whatever goals or missions you have set for yourselves.
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Testing the “Untestable”
When you hear, see or read something that for some reason you
think is important … Test it with a check list like this:

•  Do I know this thing to be true from my own experience or
observation?

•  Do I know that the teller knows what he is talking about?

•  Do I know where I can check it out, and

•  How can I double check it.

Please note the use of the words “important” and “know” If it’s
not important to you, you probably don’t want to waste the
time and effort.   The necessary degree of “knowing” is set by
the  importance you place on the issue.



67

The problem is that we have too much righteusness arrogance
in the world and not enough true humility

Our Foriegn Policy has become Buy em out or beatem up
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In Closing: Please Remember  Hillel’s sayings:

    * "If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And
if I am only for myself, then what am I? And if not now,
when?" (Pirkei Avot)

and

    * "That which is hateful to you, do not do to your
neighbor. That is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary.
Go and study it." (Rabbi Shammai)
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This Concludes the First Session

of the 04-05 Third Saturday Seminar

Drive Safely

Surf the Internet Safely - never give
out personal information in response
to an email resquest, no matter how

official it looks.

No matter how cynical you get, it’s
almost impossible to catch up. -- Lily

Tomlin


