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Program for the Third Session

•9:30 Introduction

•Current Events (20 Minutes +/-)

•Chose The (5) Issues We want to Work on

• Part 1 - Discussion

•10:40 Break - 10 minutes 

•10:50 Part 2 - Discussion Continues

•11:50 Summary - Conclusion

•Closure – Feedback – Next Time
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Disclaimer
The following presentation consists of material from many 
sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I have 
tried to always give appropriate attribution for this material, 
but may have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet 
link to the source material is provided in order to allow you 
to better put these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 
contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 
personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 
part but that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official 
capacity and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we 
ask that you identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or 
organization and your official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware 
of, value and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest 
of  the Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything 
you see or hear happening or about to happen is or will be putting any 
one or all of us in jeopardy of breaking the law as you understand it, we 
request that you advise us of that situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to 
protect and serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you 
will be derelict in your duty.  It will result in harm to those you are 
obligated to protect.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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Before We Get Started

1.  As tempting as it is, this is not a political rally for one side or another.  It is a discussion of 
some very important real issues and questions which many, if not most of us share.  Voting is 
your duty as a citizen.  How you vote will be strictly up to you.  But, don't let political differences 
if you know about them, affect your friendships.  History will tell who was right (maybe). In the 
meantime we need good friends, especially those who can be candid and friends at the same time.

2.  By participating, we will help ourselves as well as the other seminarians deal with these 
important issues as we approach the election.  Nobody has the "right answer" except for 
themselves.  We all owe it to each other to respect and support each other.  We are all Americans 
or guests. We will all benefit from or have to live with the outcome.

3.  Please keep your remarks brief and to the point.

4.  Have faith -- in each other and yourselves.  Our republic has lasted over 200 years.  We are 
the oldest living Constitutional democracy.  Our Constitution limits the power of the leaders and  
guarantees the rights of its citizens.  That 200 years has not all been smooth sailing.  From time 
to time, generally in "times of war", leaders have usurped the authority of the Congress, violated 
the Constitution and the rights of the people who rightly or wrongly have acquiesced, being 
promised security.  Something has always brought us back from the brink, but I don't think we 
ever make a full recovery.  Best we keep our rights and respect for each other intact in the first 
place.  Let's not let anything we say or do be harmful to each other.

5.  Have fun - We always do.
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Current Events
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Why are These People Smiling?
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http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/17/politics/17recon.html?oref=login&th
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http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/17/politics/17intel.html?th=&pagewanted=print&position=
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http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/newssentinel/news/editorial/10214646.htm
Posted on Thu, Nov. 18, 2004

Protecting Tom DeLay
Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service
(KRT) - The following editorial appeared in the Chicago Tribune on Thursday, Nov. 18:

In the last few months, the Republican-led House Ethics Committee has rebuked 
House Majority Leader Tom DeLay three times for his unethical conduct. Three 
of DeLay's political associates have been indicted in a Texas grand jury 
investigation of corruption, and there's speculation he could be indicted. DeLay's 
own constituents seem to be growing suspicious about the controversial remap of 
Texas House districts he engineered; they re-elected him on Nov. 2, but with the 
narrowest margin he has enjoyed in years.

You'd think all that would be making Republicans nervous about whether the 
man known as "The Hammer" was fixing to turn his own party into the nail. 
Ethics scandals have a bad habit of sticking around, as the Illinois Republican 
Party can attest.

So what did Republicans do? On Wednesday, the House GOP moved to protect 
the man who seems to be leading them into a major embarrassment. The 
Republicans voted to change party rules so DeLay can keep his leadership job if 
he is indicted by the Texas grand jury. 
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Reuters
Stocks Fall, Jolted by Oil and 
Greenspan
Friday November 19, 5:35 pm ET 
By Megan Davies 

NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. stocks 
tumbled on Friday as investors were jolted 
by a surge in oil prices and comments by 
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
who gave a stark reminder that interest rates 
were bound to go higher and warned that 
appetite for the dollar would dwindle. Crude 
oil reversed some its recent slide and leapt 
on jitters over fuel supplies, with NYMEX 
December crude (CLZ4) ending up $2.22 at 
$48.44 a barrel.

High oil prices hurt stocks because of their 
impact on profits and consumer spending. 
Shares of industrial stocks fell with 
Caterpillar Inc. (NYSE:CAT - News) down 
$1.26 at $90.18. But oil companies gained, 
with Dow component Exxon Mobil Corp. 
(NYSE:XOM - News) up 33 cents at $50.38.
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USS Curts Offloads Largest Drug Seizure in History
Navy News Service
November 12, 2004

KEY WEST, Fla. - USS Curts (FFG 38) offloaded and turned over to authorities 75,000 
pounds of cocaine Nov. 5 in Key West, Fla.

The multi-ton shipment, valued at more than $2.3 billion, is the result of five drug 
interdiction operations conducted in the Eastern Pacific between Aug. 31 and Sept. 26.
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Bob Jones Sees Bush Win As 'Reprieve' 

Fri Nov 12, 8:48 AM ET
GREENVILLE, S.C. - Bob Jones III in a letter to Bush he read to 
the student body.

"In your re-election, God has graciously granted 
America — though she doesn't deserve it — a 
reprieve from the agenda of paganism," Jones wrote 
Bush in a congratulatory letter posted on the 
university's Web site. 

"You have been given a mandate. ... Put your agenda 
on the front burner and let it boil. You owe the liberals 
nothing. They despise you because they despise your 
Christ," said the letter, dated Nov. 3. 
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The Doomsayers suggest that Bush’s second term is likely to produce further military 
interventions overseas, along the lines of Iraq in 2003. Perhaps Syria may be the next
target of U.S. military power, they suggest, or Iran. They believe that the 
neoconservatives (that is, officials such as Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz), 
who were the driving force behind the Bush administration’s preventive war against Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, will have even greater power and influence, now that the 
president has won reelection. “Secretary of State Colin Powell is not staying for a second 
term,” warned one Foreign Service officer, writing under the byline “Anonymous” on 
Salon.com last month. “When he goes the last bulwark against complete neoconservative 
control of U.S. foreign policy goes with him.”

The Skeptics contend that Bush’s foreign policy in his second term will turn out to be 
more cautious and less belligerent than his first, if not by choice, then by compulsion. 
Whatever some hawks might like to do, the reality is that the Bush administration will 
face a series of constraints—military, diplomatic, political, and economic—that will 
curb its ability to launch new preventive wars. Moreover, say adherents of the Skeptic 
school, the power of the neoconservatives inside the administration will probably be 
diminished, not augmented, during Bush’s second term.

Four More Years By James Mann, November 2004

President Bush’s neoconservative “Vulcans” are back for a second term in office. But this 
time, they will discover they have limited resources and diminished credibility

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/files/story2729.php?PHPSESSID=f8629a6b9dc0b26782945fea016ccd5b
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Spending our way to disaster 
The consumer debt bubble in the United States could make the stock bubble seem like nothing.

October 3, 2003: 10:32 AM EDT By Justin Lahart, CNN/Money Senior Writer
http://money.cnn.com/2003/10/02/markets/consumerbubble/
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Consumer Credit September 2004
Source: Federal Reserve Rel. Nov 5, 04
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http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/credit/
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http://money.cnn.com/2004/11/19/news/economy/weakdollar/index.htm
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http://www.bigtrends.com/images/111604oilprices.gif
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Brave New World Department
By email ....

Subject: CBS Report (Warning)

Keep a watch out for people standing near you in the 
checkout line at retail stores, restaurants, grocery 
stores, etc who have a camera cell phone in hand. 
With the camera cell phones, they can take a 
picture of your credit card, which gives them your 
name, number, and expiration date. CBS reported 
this type of identification theft is one of the fastest 
growing scams today.

Be aware of your surroundings, forward to all your 
friends and family.
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Mango, bottom, her 2-
month-old clone, Peaches, 
and the company that made 
the duo possible, Genetic 
Savings & Clone, will be in 
attendance at the CFA 
International Cat Show at 
the George R. Brown 
Convention Center this 
weekend. 

Copy cat 
to debut

Friday, November 19, 2004 Updated 8:46 a.m. CSTE. Joe Deering / Chronicle
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Nov. 18, 2004, 10:33PM

Possible mad cow case shocks cattle industry
The animal is not in the food supply, and the test results may take a week
By NELSON ANTOSH
Copyright 2004 Houston Chronicle

Federal officials Thursday announced the possible discovery of a case of mad cow disease, 
which sent a shock through the cattle business even before a final result was in.

U.S. Agriculture Department officials offered no details about where or how this animal was 
singled out, but it did say it was spotted before slaughter so it won't get into the food supply. 
The carcasses of animals that are tested are held until the final results come in.

"Inconclusive results are a normal component of screening tests, which are designed to be 
extremely sensitive so they will detect any sample that could possibly be positive," said 
Andrea Morgan, an associate deputy administrator for the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, in a written statement.

The sample was sent to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, where 
it could take four to seven days to analyze. But the manufacturer of the screening test, Bio-
Rad, told Reuters that the sample was screened twice, which makes it far more likely to be 
positive.
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Is ‘Fair Use’ in Peril?
The far-reaching Intellectual Property Protection Act would 
deny consumers many of the freedoms they take for granted.

By Eric Hellweg, Houston Chronicle
November 19, 2004

Do you like fast-forwarding through commercials on a television program 
you’ve recorded? How much do you like it? Enough to go to jail if you’re caught 
doing it? If a new copyright and intellectual property omnibus bill sitting on 
Congress’s desk passes, that may be the choice you'll face.

How can this be possible? Because language that makes fast-forwarding through 
commercials illegal—no doubt inserted at the behest of lobbyists for the 
advertising industry—was inserted into a bill that would allow people to fast 
forward past objectionable sections of a recorded movie (and I bet you already 
thought that was OK). And that’s but one, albeit scary, scenario that may come to 
pass if the Intellectual Property Protection Act is enacted into law. Deliberations 
on this legislation will be one of the tasks for the lame-duck Congress that 
commenced this week. 
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Main Program 

What do We Want the President and Congress to 
accomplish in the next 4 years?

(Are We Really as Polarized as Everyone Thinks?)

Bob Berge & Curt Gibby
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Prospects for Bush's Second Term
http://www.foxnews.com/printer_friendly_story/0,35
66,137492,00.htm
Wednesday, November 03, 2004

WASHINGTON — President 
Bush heads into his second term with 
the stabilization of Iraq under a 
democratic government as his top 
policy goal. But he also has unfinished 
domestic business ...

1A IRAQ

1B TERRORISM

2 TAXES

3 JOBS

4 SOCIAL SECURITY

5 OIL-ENERGY

6 ENVIRONMENT

7 EDUCATION

8 HEALTH

9A HOMELAND SECURITY

9B INTELLIGENCE

10 JUSTICE

11 SUPREME COURT

12 TRANSPORTATION

13 HOUSING

14 FARM

15 FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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The Parable of the 100th Monkey
Wild Japanese monkeys on the island of Koshima had always eaten 
sweet potatoes covered with sand.  Eventually, one young monkey 
washed hers off in a stream. She showed her playmates how to do 
this, and gradually the young monkeys and some of their parents 
began washing their sweet potatoes.  Most, however, though they 
saw what the others were doing, continued eating dirty potatoes.

Then one day the 100th monkey learned the new trick and provided
enough added momentum that the rest of the monkeys began 
washing their potatoes before eating them.  Soon colonies of 
monkeys on other islands began washing their sweet potatoes.

Use your awareness and your presence to build the critical mass 
necessary to build momentum about issues that you feel are 
important.
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Next Time

December 11th (2nd Saturday because of 
Christmas)

Session 4

“Peak Oil” and Our Future
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http://www.peakoil.net/
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Even though growth rate is declining on average year over year by 1.25% 

it will take over 250 Year to achieve ZPG (Data Source EIA)

World Population
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World Population if Annual Increase Reduces by 1.25% per year
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Projected World Population assume annual inceases decreases by 1.24% - At ZPG 
World Population would be 16 Billion in about 250 years


