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"...that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in 
vain; that this nation shall have a new 
birth of freedom; and that this 
government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth." Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address, November 19, 
1863.
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Program for the TSS Meeting 18 November 2006

•9:30 am Introduction 

•Current Events (30 Minutes +/-), Curt Gibby

•10:00 am – The Aftermath of an Election – Rob Wiley

•10:40 am Break 10 Minutes

•10:50 am Discussion Continues – Rob Wiley

•11:55 am- Closure – Feedback 

•12:00 noon Session ends.

•Next Session November 16, 2006 
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Disclaimer
The following presentation consists of material from many 
sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I usually 
try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may 
have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet link to the 
source material is provided in order to allow you to better put 
these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 
contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 
personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 
part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official 
capacity and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we 
ask that you identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or 
organization and your official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware 
of, value and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest 
of  the Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything 
you see or hear happening or about to happen is or will be putting any 
one or all of us in jeopardy of breaking the law as you understand it, we 
request that you advise us of that situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to 
protect and serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you 
will be derelict in your duty.  It will result in harm to those you are 
obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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"That everyone should eat and 
drink, and enjoy the good of all 
their labor, it is the gift of God" 
(Ecclesiastes 3:13)

Human purpose ...

If you are part of something, 
for instance the Universe, then 
you have something to do with 
what it does.
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Current Events
18 November 2006
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http://www.markfiore.com/animation/glad.html
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Pelosi Says She Would Drain GOP 'Swamp'
By DAVID ESPO
The Associated Press
Friday, October 6, 2006; 1:58 AM

WASHINGTON -- Franklin Roosevelt had his first hundred days.

House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi is thinking 100 hours, time enough, she says, to begin to "drain the 
swamp" after more than a decade of Republican rule.

As in the first 100 hours the House meets after Democrats _ in her fondest wish _ win control in the Nov. 7 
midterm elections and Pelosi takes the gavel as the first Madam Speaker in history.

Day One: Put new rules in place to "break the link between lobbyists and legislation."

Day Two: Enact all the recommendations made by the commission that investigated the terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001.

Time remaining until 100 hours: Raise the minimum wage to $7.25 an hour, maybe in one step. Cut the interest 
rate on student loans in half. Allow the government to negotiate directly with the pharmaceutical companies for 
lower drug prices for Medicare patients.

Broaden the types of stem cell research allowed with federal funds _ "I hope with a veto-proof majority," she 
added in an Associated Press interview Thursday.

All the days after that: "Pay as you go," meaning no increasing the deficit, whether the issue is middle class tax 
relief, health care or some other priority.

To do that, she said, Bush-era tax cuts would have to be rolled back for those above "a certain level." She 
mentioned annual incomes of $250,000 or $300,000 a year and higher, and said tax rates for those individuals 
might revert to those of the Clinton era. Details will have to be worked out, she emphasized.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/06/AR2006100600056_pf.html
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http://www.noaeta.org/
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Bush administration changes a light bulb!

Question: How many members of the Bush Administration are needed to change a light bulb?

Answer: TEN.

1. One to deny that a light bulb needs to be changed;

2. One to attack the patriotism of anyone who says the light bulb needs to be changed;

3. One to blame Clinton for burning out the light bulb;

4. One to tell the nations of the world that they are either for changing the light bulb or for eternal darkness;

5. One to give a billion dollar no-bid contract to Halliburton for a new light bulb;

6. One to arrange a photograph of Bush, dressed as a janitor, standing on a step ladder under the banner 
"Bulb Accomplished";

7. One administration insider to resign and in detail reveal how Bush was literally "in the dark" the whole 
time;

8. One to viciously smear #7;

9. One surrogate to campaign on TV and at rallies on how George Bush has had a strong light bulb-changing 
policy all along;

10. And finally, one to confuse Americans about the difference between screwing a light bulb and screwing the 
country.

And after all is said and done, no one will notice that they never

actually managed to change the light bulb....
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Part of Canada anti-terrorism law tossed  (Yahoo News, 24 October)

By BETH DUFF-BROWN, Associated Press Writer1 hour, 9 minutes ago

The first person charged under Canada's anti-terrorism act won a partial victory Tuesday when a judge struck 
down a key portion of the law, ruling that the clause dealing with the definition of the law violates the country's 
bill of rights.

Terror suspect Mohammed Momin Khawaja, a 27-year-old software developer, is accused of participating in 
and giving assistance to an alleged terror ring based in Britain. He faces seven charges under Canada's Anti-
Terrorism Act, which was adopted in the months following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the United States.

Khawaja, who has been in custody since his arrest in March 2004, had argued that the charges against him 
violated his constitutional rights.

Khawaja's lawyer, Lawrence Greenspon, said in a telephone interview from Ottawa that he intends to call on 
the Supreme Court of Canada to drop the charges against his client.

"Once you strike down the definition, which is at the heart of the legislation, as far as I'm concerned, the 
charges should be quashed," Greenspon said.

Prosecutor David McKercher would not comment on whether an appeal is likely, but suggested any appeal 
likely would not take place until after Khawaja's trial, which is due to start in January.

Justice Douglas Rutherford of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice "severed" a clause in the law which deals 
with ideological, religious or political motivation for illegal acts. But he upheld the rest of the law and said
Khawaja's case can still go to trial as planned.

In his 32-page decision, Rutherford focused on the provision of the Anti-Terrorism Act that makes 
proof of terrorism dependent on showing a religious, political or ideological motive for the 
criminal activity.
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Oil pares losses after hitting new lows

Crude prices end lower after falling below $55 a barrel on swelling 
inventories, worries of economic slowdown in U.S. and fund selling.

November 17 2006: 3:50 PM EST
LONDON (Reuters) -- Oil trimmed losses on Friday after briefly dropping to a 17-
month low to settle below $56 a barrel amid fund selling across commodity 
markets and worries of an economic slowdown in the the United States.

High U.S. oil inventories heading into winter, and selling pressure ahead of the 
expiry of the front-month U.S. crude contract at the close of trading Friday, fueled
the selling. 

U.S. crude settled 45 cents lower at $55.81 a barrel after hitting its lowest level 
since June 14 last year at $54.86. The price has fallen nearly 30 percent from the 
record of $78.40 in July.

Prices may steady at $55 to $65 but that doesn't mean an end to wild swings in the 
energy sector.. "This fall also speaks of a well supplied crude market and a warmer 
outlook in the U.S., and with those conditions maybe the market is starting to wake 
up to the fact that prices shouldn't be near $60."
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Oct. 20, 2006, 11:46AM

Taking credit, or not, for pump price slide
News release by House speaker pours fuel on fire

By DAVID IVANOVICH
Copyright 2006 Houston Chronicle Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Oil company executives have been cringing at the poll results, 
economists all but screaming.

Nearly a third of all Americans believe the oil industry, in cahoots with the White 
House, is orchestrating the recent drop in energy prices to help Republicans in 
November.

So there was groaning again on Thursday when House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-
Ill., issued a news release that was headlined: "Gas prices continue to fall 
during a Republican majority."
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The road to progressive Islam
Imraan Buccus and Farish Noor: COMMENT
27 October 2006 11:59
The question of “progressive” Islam is a thorny one. At a time when Muslims the 
world over feel that their future is under threat, and when conspiracy theories 
abound about attempts to undermine Islam from within and without, any attempt to 
work towards a radical rethinking of Muslim norms, values and praxis is bound to 
solicit controversy and suspicion, if not outright resistance or even violent reaction.

But some honest and objective questioning is long overdue. In many Muslim 
societies today practices that have nothing to do with Islam, or which may even be 
contrary to the values of Islam, are being reproduced and re-enacted as if they were 
articles of faith. The systematic marginalisation and disempowerment of Muslim 
women, for example, is one glaring example of how Islamic orthodoxy has been 
put to work to serve the interests of patriarchy and the status quo in many societies.

For these simple reasons there has to be a shift in the way in which contemporary 
Islamic thought is developed. The calls for a progressive Islamic praxis are not 
simply coming from outside the Muslim community, but increasingly from within. 
Yet despite the demands for change and introspection, the progressive current 
seems weak. Why? 

http://www.mg.co.za 
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Extreme Birding …
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"If you take out the killings, Washington 
actually has a very low crime rate."

- Marion Barry, mayor of Washington, D.C. 
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http://www.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/europe/11/09/insider.norway/index.html
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Why the #1 engine keeps having a problem …



Third Saturday Seminar 2005-2006
Humanity at a Crossroads

Session 2
18 November 2007

" The Aftermath of an Election” – “That government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not 

perish from the earth...”

Rob Wiley, Esq 

ALL Program, Montgomery College, Conroe, Texas
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Rob Wiley
University of Arkansas – Little Rock – B.A. (Speech Communication) 1973, 
University of Memphis – M.A. (Speech) 1974, University of Texas – J.D.PhD. 
(Speech Communication) 1985.

Rob worked as an aide/speechwriter for Bill Clinton when he was governor of 
Arkansas 1979_81.

He has been engaged in the practice of Law in the Houston area since 1987.   He is a 
trial lawyer with broad experience in the litigation of business and commercial 
matters.  And, he has represented clients on behalf of the ACLU, the Texas Freedom 
of Information Foundation, and other individual rights groups.

Last year he and his wife Ida Stewart set up their own law practice in the 
Woodlands.

He is a member of the Texas State Bar, American Bar Association, Houston Bar 
Association; Past_President – Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas; 
member University of Texas Commission of 125; former Vice_President –
University of Texas Ex_Students Association.
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Don’t panic!
Don’t be Panicked!

See You December 16, 2006

Next Time – Roger Hall – A Diagnosis and a 
Prognosis for the Middle (or Muddle) East!
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The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end 
something that would seem to go on for ever 
accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

The famous Python 
Foot can here be seen in 
its original format in the 
bottom left corner of 
"An Allegory of Venus 

and Cupid by Bronzino
(~1545) 

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out 
of the sky and squash  whatever was on screen with a rude noise.
Allowing the show to move on.
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Enrichment Material
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Global Warming – Man-Made?
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"History doesn't repeat itself, but it 
does rhyme." 
-- Mark Twain

http://www.quotedb.com/quotes/3038
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Trying to fight terrorists 
with military force is like 
trying to play baseball 
with a hockey stick.

The game has a lot action 
but it’s difficult to keep 
score.
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About the time our original 13 states adopted their new constitution, in 1787, Alexander 
Tyler, a Scottish history professor at the University of Edinburgh , had this to say about 
the fall of the Athenian Republic some 2,000 years prior: 

"A democracy is always temporary in nature; it simply cannot exist as a permanent form of 
government. A democracy will continue to exist up until the time that voters discover that 
they can vote themselves generous gifts from the public treasury. From that moment on, 
the majority always votes for the candidates who promise the most benefits from the 
public treasury, with the result that every democracy will finally collapse due to loose 
fiscal policy, which is always followed by a dictatorship." 

"The average age of the worlds greatest civilizations from the beginning of history, has 
been about 200 years. During those 200 years, these nations always progressed through 
the following sequence: 

1. From bondage to spiritual faith; 
2. From spiritual faith to great courage; 
3. From courage to liberty; 
4. From liberty to abundance; 
5. From abundance to complacency; 
6. From complacency to apathy; 
7. From apathy to dependence; 
8. From dependence back into bondage "
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TX-02

District Profile: In the 2003 redistricting, the new 2nd was 
created by adding parts of the old 8th District in Harris County
and the old 9th District in Jefferson County. 
2004 Results: Ted Poe (R) defeated Nick Lampson (D) by 56-
43% 

Ted Poe (R) 

Elected in 2004; Seeking second term; Poe was unopposed in the 
primary. 

GaryBinderim (D)

Binderim, a consultant, ran unopposed in the primary. 

TX-08

District Profile: The old 8th voted 78 percent for Bush in 2000, his 
highest figure in the nation. In the new 8th, in 2004, he won a 
comparatively modest 72 percent. 
2004 Results: Kevin Brady (R) defeated James B. Wright (D) by 69-
30% 

Kevin Brady (R) 

Elected in 1996; Seeking sixth term; Brady was unopposed in the 
primary. 

James B. Wright (D) 

Wright, a retiree, was unopposed in the primary.

TX-10

District Profile: Overall, this is a heavily Republican district -- 62 
percent for George W. Bush in 2004. 
2004 Results: Michael McCaul (R) was not opposed by a Democrat 
and received 79% of the vote 

Michael McCaul (R) 

Elected in 2004; Seeking second term; McCaul was unopposed in the 
primary. 

Ted Ankrum (D)
Ankrum, an engineer, was nominated with 37% in a four-way 
primary.

Michael Badnarik (L)

http://election.nationaljournal.com/2006/house/tx.htm

TX-22

District Profile: Politically, the 22nd District remains Republican, 
but not quite as strongly as it was before the 2003 redistricting. 
2004 Results: Tom DeLay (R) defeated Richard Morrison (D) by 
55-41% 
Republican Challengers
DeLay was nominated with 62% in a four-way primary before he 
announced his resignation from Congress. A federal judge set a 
June 26 hearing for a Democratic Party lawsuit that seeks to keep
DeLay on the ballot and prevent Republicans from tapping a 
replacement candidate.
Tom Campbell, lawyer 
John Devine, former state district judge 
Shelley Sekula-Gibbs , Houston City councilwoman 
Robert Talton, state representative 
David Wallace, Sugar Land mayor 

Nick Lampson (D)
Lampson, a former congressman, was unopposed in the primary.
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First they came for the Communists,

and I didn’t speak up,

because I wasn’t a Communist.

Then they came for the Jews,

and I didn’t speak up,

because I wasn’t a Jew.

Then they came for the Catholics,

and I didn’t speak up,

because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me,

and by that time there was no one

left to speak up for me.
Martin Neimoller
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PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH: We 
do not condone torture. I have never 
ordered torture. I will never order 
torture. The values of this country are 
such that torture is not a part of our soul 
and our being. 

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON: "I did not 
have sexual relations with that woman, Ms
Lewinsky."

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1998/12/98/r
eview_of_98/themes/208715.stmhttp://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=06/09/15/

1342246
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"From my point of view, I would ban 
religion completely. Organized religion 
doesn't seem to work. It turns people into 
really hateful lemmings and it's not really 
compassionate."

John went on to question religious leaders 
for failing to put aside their differences to 
help solve conflicts around the world.

"Why aren't they having a conclave? Why 
aren't they coming together?”

Criticizes musicians

John also turned a critical eye toward those 
in his own line of work, saying today's 
musical artists lack the political convictions 
of their predecessors.

Elton John is critical both of 
organized religion and 
politically passive 
musicians.
(Evan Agostini/Getty
Images)

http://www.cbc.ca/arts/music/story/2006/11/12/elton-john-discrimination.html?ref=rss
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DOONESBURY



11/18/2006 Third Saturday Seminar 06-07 
Humanity at a Crossroads Session 9

58

"Labor is prior to, and independent of, 
capital. Capital is only the fruit of labor, and 
could never have existed if labor had not first 
existed. Labor is the superior of capital, and 
deserves much the higher consideration." 
Lincoln's First Annual Message to Congress, 
December 3, 1861.


