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“…we are the leaders we've 

been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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“Do not call for black power or 

for green power.  Call for brain 

power.”
Barbara Jordan
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“You don't ever want a crisis to go to 

waste; it's an opportunity to do important 

things that you would otherwise avoid.”

Rahm Emanuel

Rahm Emanuel
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Program for TSS Meeting 21 February 2009

•9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) –

Roger Hall

•10:00 am – Bill Moyers Interviews Simon Johnson – video

•10: 40  10 minute break

•10:40 am Roger Hall Discussion Continues

•10:55 am- Closure – Feedback 

•11:00 am Session ends 

•Next Session 21 March 2009
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many 

sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I usually 

try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may 

have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet link to the 

source material is provided in order to allow you to better put 

these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 

contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 

personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 

part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity 

and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you 

identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your 

official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value 

and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of  the 

Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear 

happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy 

of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that 

situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and 

serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your 

duty.  It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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PSAs (Public Service Announcements)

Thing’s you might be interested in.
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ALL Political Affairs lecture series

The Academy for Lifelong Learning Political Affairs lecture 

series begins in March and should be quite interesting this year. 

If you’ve ever wondered what the taxing entities on your tax 

bill do, here is your opportunity to ask the experts.While this is 

an ALL program, a limited number of guest passes are 

available by contact me at 936.273.7259 or email at 

Donna.S.Burns@lonestar.edu

mailto:Donna.S.Burns@lonestar.edu
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Current Events
21 February 2009
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Jobs

Houston Chronicle 7 Feb 09, p D1



02/21/09 Third Saturday Seminar 08-09 #06- ―The New Oligarchs" 12

Were they on auto pilot?
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Cancun Bound?
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Pennsylvania Judges Mark Ciavarella and 

Michael Conahan's Mischief Anything but 

Juvenile
(Findlaw)

In a shocking display of judicial corruption, the AP reports

that two senior juvenile court judges in a Pennsylvania 

county have been charged in a kickback scheme which may 

have resulted in hundreds of juveniles being wrongfully sent 

to detention centers for minor offenses. The judges, who 

were recently removed from the bench by the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court, are actually scheduled to plead guilty to 

fraud on Thursday with their agreements calling for 

"sentences of more than seven years behind bars." 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h88VgykKcn87UozOYaETJS6yufvgD969ICM80
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Getting Warmer?



GLOBAL WARMING 

UPDATE

WHAT HAPPENED TO RISING 

TEMPERATURES????



.

• A twelve-month long drop in world temperatures erases global warming

Over the past year, anecdotal evidence for a cooling planet has exploded. China has 
its coldest winter in 100 years. Baghdad sees its first snow in all recorded history. 
North America has the most snowcover in 50 years, with places like Wisconsin 
the highest since record-keeping began. Record levels of Antarctic sea ice, record 
cold in Minnesota, Texas, Florida, Mexico, Australia, Iran, Greece, South Africa, 
Greenland, Argentina, Chile – canals in Denmark freeze over for the first time in 
100 years  the list goes on and on. 

• No more than anecdotal evidence, to be sure. But now, that evidence has been 
supplanted by hard scientific fact. All four major global temperature tracking 
outlets (Hadley, NASA's GISS, UAH, RSS) have released updated data. All show 
that over the past year, global temperatures have dropped precipitously.

• Meteorologist Anthony Watts compiles the results from all sources. The total 
amount of cooling ranges from 0.65C up to 0.75C -- a value large enough to erase 
nearly all the global warming recorded over the past 100 years. All in one year 
time. For all sources, it's the single fastest temperature change every recorded, 
either up or down. 

http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=D8U3RFHO0&show_article=1
http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/columnists/story.html?id=332289
http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=D8UO7SJ00&show_article=1
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071219/COMMENTARY/10575140
http://www.ana.gr/anaweb/user/showplain?maindoc=6157497&maindocimg=6154941&service=6


WHO IS KIDDING WHO??



• Global Warming supporter have shifted 
their rhetoric from temperature change  to 
increasing CO2 levels

• New administration research grants 
($300,000,000) for ―Climate Change 
Studies‖ 

• Carbon trading in Europe a failure.

• Expect the U.N. to push for new Kyoto (2)



• BRADENTON, Fla. —PepsiCo, which owns the Tropicana brand, decided 
to try to answer that question. It figured that as public concern grows about 
the fate of the planet, companies will find themselves forced to perform such 
calculations. Orange juice seemed like a good case study.

PepsiCo hired experts to do the math, measuring the emissions from such 
energy-intensive tasks as running a factory and transporting heavy juice 
cartons. But it turned out that the biggest single source of emissions was 
simply growing the oranges. Citrus groves use a lot of nitrogen fertilizer, 
which requires natural gas to make and can turn into a potent greenhouse gas 
when it is spread on fields.

PepsiCo finally came up with a number: the equivalent of 3.75 pounds of 
carbon dioxide are emitted to the atmosphere for each half-gallon carton of 
orange juice.

PepsiCo’s experience is a harbinger of the complexities other companies will 
have to face as they will be forced to calculate their emission of carbon 
dioxide, a number known as a ―CARBON FOOTPRINT‖

HELLO CARBON TAX !!!!! 



HILLARY WHO ?

• Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is finding that 
her job description is dissolving under her feet, leaving her 
with only a vestige of the power she must have thought she 
acquired when she signed on to be President Obama’s 
chief Cabinet officer.

• Since her designation:

Vice President Biden has moved vigorously to stake out 
foreign policy as his turf. His visit to Afghanistan, right 
before the Inauguration, could not but send a signal to 
Hillary that he would conduct foreign policy in the new 
administration, leaving Hillary in the role of backup.



Make Work Pay Refundable Tax 

Credit
Dressed up as a tax cut, it will be a national welfare 
program, guaranteeing a majority of American households 
an annual check to ―refund‖ taxes they never paid. And it 
will eliminate the need for about 20% of American 
households to pay income taxes, lifting the proportion that 
need not do so to a majority of the voting population. 
Unlike the Bush stimulus checks, this new program will be 
a permanent entitlement, a part of our budget that can only 
go up and never down. Politically, it will transform a 
majority of Americans from taxpayers, anxious to hold 
down government spending, into tax eaters, eager to reap 
new benefits.
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APPROVED:
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OOPS!
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Still unfilled
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Send him your money?  

When you use a thief to catch a thief, you can count on 

getting robbed again!
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Past Performance is no Guarantee
We can only hope

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner will unveil a long-

awaited package of measures to help the financial sector 

at 11 am New York time. (10 Feb 09)

But Rogers said Geithner, who was president of the New 

York Federal Reserve Bank, "has been dead wrong about 

everything for 15 years in a row," and so was President 

Barack Obama's economic advisor Lawrence Summers, 

who acted as Treasury Secretary at the turn of the 

century.

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Banks-Rescue-Will-Make-Things-cnbc-14311295.html
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Bailout II
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Pardon Me

Does he still get Christmas cards from Marc Rich?
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Burris – the story continues
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New Words

e·con·o·clast n. 1. One who attacks and seeks to overthrow 

economies. 2. One who destroys faith and trust in sacred 

economic principles.

e·con·o·path n. One who is affected with a personality 

disorder marked by aggressive stupidity and greed and 

disregard of fiduciary responsibilities. --e·con·o·path·ic

adj.

(With apologies to the American Heritage Dictionary) 
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Billions or Trillions?
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Stimulus Bill
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"Every government interference in the 

economy consists of giving an 

unearned benefit, extorted by force, to 

some men at the expense of others." --

-Ayn Rand
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What Third World Country?
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Octupletsssssss…
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Crude Oil Price

http://oil-price.net/dashboard.php?lang=en

http://oil-price.net/dashboard.php?lang=en
http://oil-price.net/dashboard.php?lang=en
http://oil-price.net/dashboard.php?lang=en
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Price at the pump – going up?
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S&P vs OIL (2 yr.)
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S&P 500 – 1 Year
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The Years of the Great Depression
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Texas Leading Economic Indicators

http://www.texasahead.org/economy/tracking/

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, The Conference Board

View Leading Economic Indicators Index in Table Format

View Historical Leading Economic Indicators for Texas

http://www.visualizingeconomics.com/2008/01/20/share-of-world-gdp/
http://www.visualizingeconomics.com/2008/01/20/share-of-world-gdp/
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When Submarines Collide



02/21/09 Third Saturday Seminar 08-09 #06- ―The New Oligarchs" 44

If you miss the Cold War
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OLIGARCH
definition

ol·i·garch n. A member of a 

small governing faction. [Greek 

oligarkh¶s : oligos, few + -

arkh¶s, -arch.]

If they can demand our money and get it and give 

nothing in return but distain, they must have governing 

power.
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Paying the New  Oligarchy

http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/02132009/profile.html
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The greater fool theory

The greater fool theory (sometimes the bigger fool theory, 

also called survivor investing) is the belief held by one who 

makes a questionable investment, with the assumption that 

they will be able to sell it later to "a bigger fool"; in other 

words, buying something not because you believe that it is 

worth the price, but rather because you believe that you 

will be able to sell it to someone else for an even better 

price.[1]

Wikipedia.org

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/01/08/60minutes/main4707770.shtml
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Don’t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and 

others close to you?  

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or 

changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and 

fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has 

passed?
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It all connects

Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers. 

Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious in retrospect

Trusting of Authority

Lacks critical ability/Education 

etc



02/21/09 Third Saturday Seminar 08-09 #06- ―The New Oligarchs" 51

Don’t just be a thermometer, 

Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

See You 21 March 2009

Seriously
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The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end 

something that would seem to go on for ever 

accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

The famous Python 

Foot can here be seen in 

its original format in the 

bottom left corner of 

"An Allegory of Venus 

and Cupid by Bronzino

(~1545) 

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out 

of the sky and squash  whatever was on screen with a rude noise. 

Allowing the show to move on.

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8
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Enrichment Material
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One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”


