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“...we are the leaders we've
been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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“Do not call for black power or
for green power. Call for brain
power.”

Barbara Jordan
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“You don't ever want a crisis to go to
waste; It's an opportunity to do important
things that you would otherwise avoid.”
Rahm Emanuel

Rahm Emanuel
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We have it in our power...

"We have It In our
power to begin the
world over again.”

Ronald Reagan quoting Thomas Paine

January 18, 2008Bill Moyers talks with Harvey J. Kaye
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Desire

If you want the American
Dream you must take
back the Constitution
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Program for TSS Meeting 21 March 2009

9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) —
Curt Gibby

«10:15 am — Problems associated with healthcare, Peter
McGehee

«10: 45 10 minute break

10:40 am Peter McGehee Discussion Continues
10:55 am- Closure — Feedback

«11:00 am Session ends

*Next Session 18 April 2009, “Find your inner Hero, Curt
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many
sources in addition to my own work and experience. | usually
try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may
have overlooked some. In many cases an Internet link to the
source material is provided in order to allow you to better put
these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas
contained within them, does not in any way mean that |
personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in
part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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To Any Members of Law Enforcement

If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity
and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you
identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your
official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value
and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of the
Third Saturday Seminar. But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear
happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy
of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that
situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and
serve the people. Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your
duty. It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.
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March 21, 2009

PSAS (Public Service Announcements)

Thing’s you might be interested in.
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ALL Political Affairs lecture series

NEW -- LWV series on Local Government Issues

The series will be held on Thursday afternoons 1-3in
Room 121 of the University Center from March 26t
through April 30t (except for April 16" ). Room 121, The
University Center.

The series is sponsored by the League of Women Voters
to inform voters about those county government entities
with publicly elected boards of directors. Board of
directors’ elections for contested positions on the MUDs
and the Community College District take place in May,
2009. Helen Bostock, League of Women Voters -
Montgomery County, is the coordinator for the series.
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March 21, 2009

Current Events

21 February 2009

Don’t,-Panici!
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How would you like to be
stimulated?

) survey Results - Mozilla Firefox -0 x|
I L] | http: ffcf . clickZhouston. comfhoufsh/con_surveycontest ¢ 5 7
What do you think Texas should spend the state stimulus
money on?
Percentage
Choice Yotes (of 2008
Votes
Roads and Infrastructiure 453 -22%
Education 09 |1 a9%
Health Care 266 |1 4%
Job Creation 248 13%
Social Services a0 |2%
Thank yau for taking our anline surey,
close window
| Done =
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Stimulus - Billions or Trillions?

March .

$787 billion may not be enough for grand plans

By MICHAEL COOPER
HEW YORK TIMES
Feh. 14,2009, 3:21P

There is na shortage of big dreams or grand schemes as the U3,
struggles to rebuild itself far the 215t century. But from a public

Print Email wiorks perspective, the $787 billion stimulus package is unlikely to
transfarm the physical fabric of the nation as the Mew Deal did when
-. Del.icio.us Digg it built hundreds of airports, tens of thousands of bridges, and

. ) Yahoo! B hundreds of thousands of buildings and miles of roads.
echnorati :
b/ Yahoo! Buzz The final plan devotes more than $100 billion to public works projects

— but that iz anly a fraction of the $2.2 trillion that the American
mociety of Civil Engineers says 15 needed to put the nation's
infrastructure into a state of good repair.

And much of it is likely to be spent an small needs sprinkled throughout the 50 states — repaving a road here,
painting a bridge there — rather than on bigger, more transformative — but slower — projects.

To put the scope of the spending into perspective, think of it this way: The stimulus bill will devote about $50 billion
ta transportation projects, which is about what the federal government authorizes for transportation every year.

The money will be welcome, but hardly enough to transfarm transportation. And since many local governments have
curtailed their own construction programs to save money, in some places the stimulus may end up simply keeping
public warks at their pre-recession pace.

A long wish list

Californians want finally to bring high-speed rail to the United States. Planners want to build bridges to Canada from
Detrait, a tunnel for trucks to the Port of Miami and a new ane for trains between Mew York and Mew Jersey.

Transit systems want to expand, ports want mare capacity, and freight train companies want to untangle
battlenecks on the tracks.

But even with the biggest push for infrastructure spending in years, most of these big-ticket projects are unlikely to
get very far from the stimulus alone.

=ome may not qualify far aid at all.

Others will get modest down payments, which they hope will be enough to keep them gaing.
y &VYVJU 1YV VUV 171 TT 1 1cailuaivalc airiu 1vu



Stimulus Bill

THE STIMOLUS BILL

LR HOUSTON CHRONICLE A3

Sunday, Pebnaary 15, 2000

A BREAKDOWN OF THE FINAL BILL

Afrer mantiks of negotietiors, @n ccanamic stimuies package 15 beaded for President Obemae’s signatare. Tive finad Bl & o trode-off hebween spending saughe by Honse Demearars
ard trims demarded by deree Sermate Repablicars i exclarge for tiheir suppart.

Iviarcn 21, Z0U0Y |
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Total spending: 5575 billion Total package: 5787 billion Indlcatas alloeation
Direc petyrrents to edividuals; Demorsks define seme of thess as i cuts. Far 3004-2018, in billions of dollars il sl ivenini
L
I | Agricullune,
Health mtrition
and rural Commeroe, Dfense/
Infermation
lezhnigy Tax Wedicald Heath, development  justicoand  homeland  Enviresment,
hasislancels  ppyigions fahar Housing, Stale scemce  security interior Federal
Hoalth  wnemploysed, and  transportation stabdization E-u'nt Pacilifies Stale
Insmrance Tamilies oducation Tund and
$20.8 3251 §57.2 §T18 %50 §71.2 $61.1 554 $50.8 §26.4 3158 $11.4 %105 6.7 50,6
S20.8 Sa51 pxi ¥ 584 W 547 55 54 Slet 7. ] 847 T 558 554 Sub
Fnanzlal  Heakh Extent Taccredlt | Tempdrary HIH. Highway frants tn Erary  Supplemental  Grackstn Homelwd  Stategrons  Constructand  Technology
incAntives b insurante SHeensy Eapmerns IncTease o pestuchon Shakes b efficEncy and Mutrition ayterd Pl o Wt repar fedaral ]
Medicald’  assbstance for umamployment infaderal I fulytund  renswable  Assstance broadhand Infrastruchare bulidiegs  constnaction
Medicare  unemploged  benshts 548 medical "’“n'.“'“ LE 1 edicatisn Ry Fragiar . — prsject 613 profecis
provvkkirs Teher assistprae  CDOFOIARGE Othir baxdgets programs  4food stamps) Itary
0 1 518 orhealth | pransprrtation fpand  comsinction 54T frther
pachnalagy child ort infarmatisan PIANTs = SLE lacal law [iher,
&ind irther technelngy Fedzral kan E\?w _ enforcermant Befert Including
Famiy . 513 f&uaamgﬁ breadbandin  assistanca faciity rapair pital
assistance Other health | Mousing peeble el areas 52 ardeneny "o
AsssAnce syshems arid SLH Basicsckenee projacts parks
; 8.3 ; Erograns Blactricity Other research
I'I1|:|hj'| T e
e traming [Tk 64 Tax cuts: 5212 hillion
prOgrms $124 et s
512 Oiher. —
Educatinn for the m';ﬁ;'_ﬂg‘;i'm 5182 billien
disackarkaged gy —
Sz akeciricity grid
Special sfucation s :‘I?:Lr""'""
Si6.4 ity Corps of
student financial g:’grg;‘i 5212 billion
BESiskEnE
SOURCE: Reporting by Kanan Yoursh, 16 (’.'::;I!Er
Congressional Budget Office Dther THE WaASHINCTON FRET, CHRONICLE
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Travel Warning

Spring Break Meets 'State of Undeclared War’
on U.S.-Mexico Border

Violence on U.S.-Mexico Border Hampering Travel and Trade With U.S.

By JASON RYAN SNEWS

March 10, 2009 8 comments

Spring break and sunshine await, but today a congressional panel FONTSIZE A A
examined myriad reasons it still may not be safe to travel to Mexico, EMAIL
"We are in a state of & PRINT
undeclared war on oies
SHARE

the southern border,"”
Rep. John Culberson,
R-Texas, told Department of Homeland
Security officials today.

A subcommittee of the House Homeland
Security panel heard from government
officials about whether various U.S.
government agencies are doing enough
to quell violence on the U.S.-Mexico
border. Concerns have consumed
college campuses and student travel
offices as well as lawmakers on Capitol
Hill because rampant violence has killed
about 7,000 people since the start of
2008, There have been 1,000 murders

March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You

Federal police take a suspect into custody in
connection with a shooting in Tijuana, Mexico, last...

v
(Guillermo Arias/AP Photo)
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Do Terror Alerts Keep Us Safe

"]‘HGME CELEBRITY SHAPSHOT || HEALTHYSTYLE PETS FUH & GAMES || MAGAZINE

IntelhgenceReport

March 1, 2009

SEVERD

meH

Do Terror Alerts Keep Us Safe?

Fresident Obama once referred to the Homeland Security Advisory System as "the
caolor-coded politics of fear," and now his administration is taking a close look at the
five-tiered public-alert system.

GUARDED

The threat-advisory chart was unveiled six months after the
9411 terrorist attacks, and critics have charged ever since
that threat-assessment decisions have as much to do with hoE urrent threat-
political expediency as with national security. After AHVISE stern make you feel
changing hues 10 times in its first twao years, the chart fell
into limited use following the departure of Homeland
Security chief Tam Ridge and the system's ather
champion, former Attorney General John Ashcroft. Ridge
later said that use of the system was driven by others in Mo 78%
the Bush Administration, sometimes aver his ohjections.

Yes 229%

The national threat level has not changed fram yellow Reluin Ta Pall
("elevated") since January 2004 though specific advisories
were izzued several times for the financial and
transportation sectors. The threat level for the aviation sector has been at orange, or "high," since the
2006 arrest of several terrarism suspects charged with plotting to blow up planes flying fram Britain to
the 1.5,

http://www.parade.com/news/intelligence-report/archive/do-terror-alerts-keep-us-safe.htmi
March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You 17



Light Rail

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2009

LA

VOL, JOX « NO, 147 « S1.00

THE COST OF EXPANSION

the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
mlu.-.-.'m:'-u-n'y approred a SIAG Sillion conrrace udith
Parsons Transportation Group Inc. Wodnesdaw The
coneract convrs four mew Lighr raif fnes:

Nocthiine
Teansit

covered in

oty conbract
(! T
Novthaest
Transit
centor
o
e,
e Magnoll
ransit
Uptown Domntown Conter
line Transt
Conior
University
limo* Eastwood

ST TR L L R
-

O Tf.’m!u!
taet Covatey

'3} Lt
"-n.a:ovﬂ"‘ esw®
L&

Mlcrost —
Transt )
Contey

o

%

* The pfarvwd Ueareisny lne
it ot part of thas Contratt

Noeth  Sowthoast East £nd Uptown
l;r_q.th 528 mifes  BS6mies  3.34mikes 477 mikes
Total cost  $387 millicn $441 milllon  $343 milllon  $282 million

Costpermile ST3millon  $67 million

Source: Metropoltan Tranut Ashorly

Maruii ca, cuvo

$72 miilion  §59 million

METRO OKs

LIGHT RAIL

CONTRACT

®m $1.46 billion deal will add 4 lines,
20 miles of track at $73 million a mile

By ROSANNA RUIZ
HOUATON CHEONICLL

The Metropolitan ‘Transit
Authority board of directors
on Wednesday unanimously
approved a $1.46 billion cons
tract for four new light sail
Lies, which would add 20
miles 10 it lone sevensmile
Lirse along Main Street.

Under thye conteact, which

JAY CARR : clisoNIclt came after almost a year of

100 VOTUJT 1 =~ ricaiuivailc aiiu r1uu

negotiations, Parsons Trans-
portation Group is respon-
sible for desipning, bualding,
operating and  maintaining
the mew East End, Southeast,
North add Uptown lines 2 an
average cost of $73 million a
mile, Metro has <asd the Hines
will be complete by 2012,

A nfth el line, the Ui
versity line, and an intermaod-
al teeminal sear downtown
still are planned, but are not
included in the contrace.
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Ike wasn’t done

HURRICANE AFTERMATH

ey A A
; o) )
20 mi. ® s AP % Lke Lafayette Sizes compared ;;Z l
& TEXAS ol é L LouIsIANA <¥ of
o ~ B oy i & @) -1
e Meowmton® 4’ < e e 4 N
- B QQ el
= - L pq =4 |
{n 2 S
Oil tanker damaged :
after striking sunken
LTS
was
115 foot of water ® e
2 Pre-Tke location A CIRONICLE
¢ . of jackup rig Seurces: £7600 MEematonal
F/ S I‘( = A A ‘h"““}"'&“‘ Aol Gooane: ad ASmsEheEs:
- PENOX n
H lh —i mately 115 Miies foct of sakor mmmoc umm

It took 2 900-foot tanker
to find a missing oil rig

Lost by Ike and able to evade
sonar, structure finally found
— when vessel crashes into it

By ALLAN TURNER

HOUSTON CHIONICLE

IDER thass a
football ficld
and almose
ewo-thinds
as dong,
Ensco 74« ajackup vl rig
positioned off the Louisiana
coast = would seem a hard
thing to lose, But, knocked
oft its moorings by Hurricane
1ke"s surging tide, [ost it was,
Uncil, at beast, it was found
by the SKS Sanlla,
The 159,000-ton
Norwegian tanker, carrying
41 million fglluns of mldc

March 21, 20uy’

repair, said Darrell Wilson,
spokesman for the ship’s
owner, SKS Obo and Tankers
AS.

The destruction of the
Ensco 74, chree ccher dreslling
rigs and at least 52 vl
platforms was a testament to
the storm's faey as 3t movexd
across the Gulf of Mexico,
Husgricane [he slamnsed
ashore at Galveston on Sepe,
13 with 110 mph winds and 2
surpe that inendatesd the city,

Efforts 1o find the Ensco
T4, which had been anchored
in 230 feet of water about 90

Vease we RIG, Poge A

STABLE: Earlier this week, the tanker at
left pamped cargo off of the sinking SKS
Satilla, which was reported to have 41
mllion gallons of crude oil on beard. No ol
was spilked and no one was injured.

U5, COAST CUARD PKOTO

155 UB-UY #/ -- Healtncare ana you
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March

_and Storage

'?ﬂ‘

Vo

Bl

GETTY IMAGES Crude-oil tank farms, like this one near the Wind Wolves
Preserve, north of the Los Padres National Forest, in California, are said to be
close to full, but how close to capacity they are is a closely quarded secret,

Picture 1 of 2 u
[Close]
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Waiting for the inventory to drop

AGENCE FRAMNCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES Qil tankers are anchored off Singapore in this August 2005 file photo. With
oil prices hovering around $40 a barrel, companies are stashing oil in rented tankers like these, hoping for global
dermand, and prices, to pick up once again. But renting the tankers can cost $75,000 a day.

Picture 2 of 2 n

[Close]
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So, Why is the Price Still High?

As demand declines, oil tankers lower anchors

Chris Kahn ASSOCIATED PRESS
Wednesday, March 4, 2009

NEW YORK

Supertankers that once raced around the world to satisfy an unquenchable thirst
for oil are now parked offshore, fully loaded, anchors down, their crews killing
time. In the , vast storage farms for oil are almost out of room.

As demand for crude has plummeted, the world suddenly finds itself awash in oil
that has nowhere to go.

It's been less than a year since oil prices hit record highs. But now producers and
traders are struggling with the new reality: The world wants less oil, not more.
And turning off the spigot is about as easy as turning around one of those tankers.
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How safe are hospitals?

Medical News

TODAY www.medicalnewstoday.com

In Hospital Deaths from Medical Errors at 195,000 per Year USA

09 Aug 2004 | Click to Print

An average of 195 000 people in the USA died due to potentially preventable, in-hospital medical
errors in each of the years 2000, 2001 and 2002, according to a new study of 37 million patient
records that was released today by HealthGrades, the healthcare quality company.

The HealthGrades Patient Safety in American Hospitals study is the first to look at the mortality and
economic impact of medical errors and injuries that occurred during Medicare haspital admissions
nationwide from 2000 to 2002, The HealthGrades study applied the mortality and economic impact
models developed by Or. Chunliu Zhan and Dr. Marlene R. Miller in a research study publizhed in the
Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) in October of 2003. The Zhan and Miller study
supported the Institute of Medicine € s {(IO) 1999 report conclusion, which found that medical errors
caused up to 598,000 deaths annually and should be considered a national epidemic.

The HealthGrades study finds nearly double the number of deaths from medical errors found by the
1999 10 report € To Erris Human € with an associated cost of more than 58 billion per year.
Whereas the IO study extrapolated national findings based an data fraom three states, and the Zhan
and Miller study looked at 7.5 million patient records from 28 states over one year, HealthGrades
looked at three years of Medicare data in all 50 states and D.C. This Medicare population
represented approximately 45 percent of all hospital admissions (excluding obstetric patients) in the
LIS, from 2000 to 2002,

March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You
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Cause of Death

American hospitals are treating sicker
patients with more complex, invasive
technigues—and helping people live
longer. But every year in these same
facilities some 90,000 Americans pick up
Infections that kill them.

http://bulletin.aarp.org/yourhealth/caregiving/articles/battling_superb
ugs_.html
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According to the Leapfrog Group
http://www.leapfroggroup.org
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According to HHS.GOV

http://www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov/Hospital/Search/compareHospitals.asp

Hospital Compare - a guafity toof provided by Medicare
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Gupta turns down pay cut

March 21, 200

Medscape

Medical News

Gupta Withdraws as US Surgeon General Candidate

Allison Gandey

March B, 2009 — CMN medical correspondent Sanjay Gupta, MD, announced Thursday he will not
be pursuing the country's top public health job. He cites personal considerations as the reason for

his decision.

Sanjay Gupta walks as surgeon general
candidate, to stay on at CHH. Seen here
with hig dog, Bogco. (Photo by Jon Rou.)

Curing interviews last night on Lamy King Live and
Anderson Gooper 360, Dr. Gupta told colleagues he
has withdrawn his candidacy to spend more time with
family and to continue practicing medicine and warking
at MM,

Or. Gupta's wife, Hebecca Olson Gupta, is expecting
the couple's third child. Dr. Gupta said he has
concerns about how much the job would have taken
hirm away fram family.

He also learned that it would be difficult to pursue a
surgical career in the post, and Dr. Gupta said he is
not prepared to give that up. "l anly learned this as the
pracess unfolded,” Dr. Gupta said on CHMN. "It was a
very difficult decision to make, and I'm honared ta have
been considerad.”

Or. Gupta was naot available this morming far an
inteniew with Wedscape Meuwralogy & Neurosurgerny.

His decision opens the door for new candidates. Gail
Rosseau, MO, from the Chicago Institute of
Meurosurgery and Meuroresearch, in lllinois, was on &

short list far the job late last year. Dr. Rosseau is director of cranial base surgery and is a
respected authar and lecturer. She is 1 of 300 female neurosurgeans natiomwide.
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Health Professionals Contibututions

Totals

$170M
$136M
£102M

$E5M

Tatal (in millians)

£34M

$0

Backaround

Health: Long-Term Contribution Trends

Money to Congress
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2008*
2006*
2004*
200z
2000
19498
1996
19494
19492
1940
Total

$163,501,251
$99,795,905
123,724,738
395 458,220
$97 555,094
359,002,994
$63,873,350
$49,518,100
$43,808,467
$21,808,142
$623,948,241

108,454,470
$55,849,674
$63,122,205
$35,435,025
547,747 616
527,114,703
$35,161,961
$25,502,108
$23,713,560

$9,716,010
$459,521,432

$55,346,751
$43,846,031
$35,602,533
$27,391,216
524,617 640
$20,465,124
$19,636,163
$19,074,243
$15,850,406
$12,193,132
$274,253,269

A

i
$29 628,079
$25,150,528
$11,423,157
$14,175,226
$5,242,748
$4,214,501

A
$59,673,540

$68,133,373
$36,613,272
$48,205,528
$33,083,352
535,238,153
$23,816,977
$27,057,043
$24,272,333
$22,642,723
$11,274,890
$353,537 944

$75,275,788
$61,686,850
75,153,882
62,028,087
53 652,558
$34,890,376
$41,690,751
$25 458,604
21,060,096
$10,623,564
$466, 751,486

37 %
39%
5%
9%
40%
39%
49%
52%
51 %
453%

Election Total Contributions Contributions Soft Money Donations to Donations to U to Unto
Cycle Contributions | from Indnaduals from PACS Contributions Democrats Republicans | Dems | Repubs

62 %
61%
65 %
60%
59%
60%
51 %
43%
43%
a7 %

March 21, 2009

TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You

28



Insurance Industry Contributions

Insurance: Long-Term Contribution Trends
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Pick another Sector:
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Save/Share: £ BOOKMARK
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Election

Cycle

2008* 11
2006* g8
2004* g
2002 8
2000 7
1998 B
1996 B
1944 5
1942 G
1840 4
Total 7

Total
Contributions
$46,376,919
$31,376,093
$36,529 999
37 516,287
541 504 TEE
$30,073,715
$33146 712
$21,919,304
$21,130,750
$13,077,095
312 657 650

Contributions
from
Individuals

$25,143,678
312,810,339
320,134,250
$9,117,176
$13,214,140
$7,595,154
$10,705,920
$6,309,601
$7,451,137
$3,437 633
116,322,085

Contributions

from PACS

21,233,241
513,465,754
16,395,718
$12,334,265
$12,413,562
$11,268,084
$11,737,683
10,727,340
510,042,951
59,639,462
$134,258,071

Soft Money

Contributions

i,
i,

i,
$16,064,856
15,877,064
510,813,447
$10,703,108
$4,382,363
$3,636,652
i,
561,577,491

Donations to
Democrats

20,846,186
$10,777 465
$11,784,031
$11,595,527
$13,883,340
$9,086,092
$10,628,692
$9,786,828
%0 688,756
56,679,316
114,358,233

Donations to
Republicans | Dems | Repubs
$25451 M6 45% 55%
F20120227  324% 64 %
F24 643 925  32% 67 %
$251880 353 31% 69%
$27 372688 24% GE%
$20956 801 30% 0%
$22475570  32% 6E3%
F12107 028 45% 55%
$11,423 428 46% 54%
F6,397 560 51% 49%
$106,833808 3T% 63%
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Health and Human Services

The Hill | o3r109

BER2Y 98 008

E)/Like it B Don't Like it

Search HuffPost

Read More: Health Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Health Secretary Sebelius, Kathleen Sebelius, Sebelius
And Abortion, Sebelius Position On Abortion, Politics Hews

x| Buzz up! Show your support.
Buzz this article up.

March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You

The Hiil"

Kanzas Gov. kKathleen Sebelius (0, President
Obama's choice to head the Department of
Health and Hurman Services, has touched off
criticism over her association with a Kansas
abortion provider.

mebelius vetoed a late-term aboarition law in 2005
and in 2007 she held a reception at the Kanzas
gavernar's mansion that included Dr. Gearge
Tiller, a Wichita doctor whose clinic provided
late-term abortions. Tiller was under investigation
for vialating that state's restrictions on some
forms of abortion.

Read the whole story: The Hill
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New Words

e-con-o-clast n. 1. One who attacks and seeks to overthrow
economies. 2. One who destroys faith and trust in sacred
economic principles.

e-con-o-path n. One who is affected with a personality
disorder marked by aggressive stupidity and greed and
disregard of fiduciary responsibilities. --e-con-o-path-ic
adj.

(With apologies to the American Heritage Dictionary)
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Past Performance 1s no Guarantee

We can only hope

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner will unvell a long-
awalited package of measures to help the financial sector
at 11 am New York time. (10 Feb 09)

But Rogers said Geithner, who was president of the New
York Federal Reserve Bank, '"has been dead wrong about
everything for 15 years in a row,"" and so was President
Barack Obama's economic advisor Lawrence Summers,
who acted as Treasury Secretary at the turn of the
century.

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Banks-Rescue-Will-Make-Things-cnbc-14311295.html
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"Every government interference in the
economy consists of giving an
unearned benefit, extorted by force, to
some men at the expense of others." --
-Ayn Rand
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Who knew what, when?

Who's to blame for loophole?

Treasury secretary and senator try to explain who was responsible for letting AlG
bonuses go farward under Obama-backed stimulus hill

COMBINED MEWS SERVICES

WASHINGTORN - Treasury Secretary Timathy Geithner confirmed yesterday that his
depatment urged Sen. Chris Dodd to water down the executive-honus limits included in
last manth's stimulus bill, a maove that allowed the payment of 3165 million in bonuses to
American International Group employees.

A5 the House readied legislation to crack down an the outrage-inspiring bonuses, Dodd,
a Connecticut Democrat who chairs the Banking Committee, and Geithner appeared at

odds over who was really responsible for Congress' faillure to prevent them in the first
place.

Dodd, on the defensive over a loophole that enabled the bonuses to go forward, claimed
the Obama administration inzisted he modify his proposal to rein in bonuses at
companies getting hillions of dollars in financial bailouts =a that it would anly apply to
payments agreed to in the future - thus clearing the way for the AlG payouts.

Dodd told reporters he agreed to the changes "in arder to preserve the amendment.”

http://www.newsday.com/business/ny-bzbonu206076078mar20,0,5660097.story
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Surprise!

White House Calls Bonuses a Late Surprise
Congress Mowves to Impose Hefty Tax on Executives Who Don't Return Monesy
By Shaifagh Murray, Pawl Kane ahd Michael 0 Shear

Washington Post Staff Writers
VWednesday, March 18, 2009; Page AD1

Sertor White House officials said last rught that President
Oharna did not learn that bonuses worth $165 milhon were
to be paid to execubives of Amenican International Group
until Thursday, one day before they were 1zsued and two
days after his Treasury secretary was informed that the
payments were going forward.

W

Fresident Obama, through a spkEEman, http//WWWW&ShlngtonpOStCO
defended Treasury Secretany Timothy F. /
zejthner amid questions about his handling m Wp-

A A staten (B Bl Dzany - The dyn/content/article/2009/03/1
) 7/1AR2009031703780.html

E Erlarge Photo w Buy Photo

Although the bonuses were permitted under the terms of the 2008 bailout bill,
the payments have triggered alarm, particularly among Republicans, about
oversight of the way the money is spent. With the prominent exception of
Grassley, GOP leaders were noncommittal yesterday about embracing the tax
approach and declined to offer their own proposals for recouping the $165
million. But they rebuked Geithner for not stopping the bonuses, and they
made it clear that further requests for aid would be rejected out of hand.
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Before the Fall, AlG Payouts Went to
Washington

Publizhed by Maszie Ritsch on March 16, 2009 11:16 AM | Permalink | Comments (5

Az long as everyone's talking today about AlG's payouts to its executives and fareign banks,
let's remember the payouts AlG has made over the years to politicians. Inthe last 20 vears
Ametican Intarnational Group (AIGY has cantributed mare than &3 million ta fadaral
candidates and parties through PAC and individual contributions. That's enough to rank
AlG on OpenSecrets.org's Heawy Hitters list, which profiles the top 100 contributars of all
time.

Cvertime, AlG hasnt shown an especially padisan streak, splitting evenly the $8.3 million it
has contributed since 19849 In the last election cycle, though, B8 percent of contributions
associated with the company went to Democrats. Two senatars who chair committees
charged with overseering AlG and the insurance industry, Sen. Chris Dodd (D-Connl) and
Sen. Max Baucus (O-Mont), are among the fop recipients of AIG contributions. Baucus
chairs the Senate Finance Committee and has collected more money from AlG in his
congressional career than from any other company--§$91,000. And with more than $220,000,
AlG has heen the fourth largest contributor to Dodd, who chairs the Senate's banking
committee. President Obarma and his rival in lastyear's election, Sen. John McCain
(R-Arz), are also high on the list of tap recipients.

AlG has bheen a personal investment for lawmakers, too. Twenty-eight current membhbers of
Congress reported owning stock in AIG in 2007, worth between §2.5 million and $3.3
million. Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass), one ofthe richest members of Congress, was by farthe
higaest investar in AIG, with stock valued around §2 million.

Lastyear AlG and its suhsidiaries spent about $9.7 million on federal lobbying, or about
$53,000 for every day Congress was in session in 2008, The company's spending on
advacacy lastyearwas down from an all-time high of $11.4 million =pent on [abbying in
2007,
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Politicians should give back contributions
from bailed out companies!

While our congressmen are so righteously venting
their ""'moral outrage' and demanding return of the bonus
payments that they previously approved, they must also add a
provision that companies receiving bailout money must not
make political contributions until all the bailout money and
extraordinary payments from the Treasury and Federal
Reserve Bank have been paid back. Further, that all
politicians or their campaigns that have received such
contributions within the last twenty-four months must return
them, or recuse themselves from all deliberations or debate on
financial matters.

Curt Gibby

2543 Deasa Dr.

Spring, Tx 77373
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No surprise after all

American International Group Search for a Heawy Hitter:

American International Group (8130 is a leading provider of property and casualty insurance in |E"‘tEr ot least 3 characters
America. Itwas one of the financial companies to receive billions of dollars in taxpayer money to

help it stay afloatin 2008 and 2009, but was criticized heavily for using some of that money to pay

out bonuses to emplovees. AlG has also lobbied Congress on extending free trade agreements SavelShare: (€3 BOOKMARK
with numerous countries, including China, India and Chile. After the terrarism attacks of & Print E-mail
September 11, AIG asked Congress to pass legislation thatwould help pay for any insurance

claims resulting from future terrorist attacks.

= t1.5 = £S5
£ 1o 5
z 0. T 43
£ o m £ v B
j' 8 ¢4
wmmmmm L R e s e
a0 9z 94 95 98 00 02 04 06 02 a0 92 94 95 92 00 02 04 06 02
W Democrats W Fepublicans W PACs Soft Indivs
2008 $954,905 $506,426 267579 BO% % | $567,562  $287,343 §0 50
2006 F650,375  %361,081 274,204 A6% 42% | 344 535  §305,840 &0 £0
2004 §1,076,948 F593612 482,336 55% 45%, | F782.788 F28B8160 £0 £0
2002 §2266,357 §894.517  §1,371,840 40% B1% | $342157  §2584 4982 $112518 §1,526,700
2000  §1,642 861 F806,572 835,289 49% 1% | F470551  $155550 £2,000 $1,014,760
19493 $833,095  §382125 F440,970 47% 3% | 2564 355  §134,740 $70000 374,000
1996 $818,088  §389.640 £420 4428 48% 53% | $218.858 170,730 30,000  $348,500
1994  $384,311 185,977 $184,834  52% 49% | $153,909  §183,402 $500  $46,500
1992 588,765  $327,991 258,774 56% 44% | $180,575 §208,180  §$105,000  $96,000
19490 F226134  $134 659 F491,475 B0% 41% | F30.008  §187124 [0 P10
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And. this ...

Goldman Sachs

Goldman Sachs, ane of Wall Street's most prestigious investment banks, was also among the

Search for a Heawy Hitter:

|Er|ter gt least 3 characters | E

many hanks in 2008 and 2008 to receive billions of dollars in taxpayer money to help it stay afloat.
Like others in the securities industry, Goldman Sachs advises and invests in nearly every industry

affected by federal legislation. The firm closely monitors issues including economic policy, trade
and nearly all legislation that governs the financial sector. It has heen a major proponent of

privatizing Social Security as well as legislation that would essentially deregulate the investment
bankinafsecurities industry. The firm tends to give most of its money to Demaocrats. A number of
high-ranking government officials in recent vears have spent part oftheir careers at Goldman Sachs.

SaveShare: EJ BOOKMARK
& Print || & E-miail
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Now here’s a surprise (not)

American International Group: Recipients

Select C\_.rcle:l 20048 'I

Moneyto Congress: 2008 Cycle

Dems: F452 526
Repubs: I 144 792
Others: | B0
Incumbents: F563,914
Mon-Incumbents: g $33,404
House # of Members Average Contribution Total Contributions
Demaocrats 36 §2,940 $1058,850
Republicans 21 $1,223 F25,693
Independents 0 &0 F0
TOTAL a7 2,307 131,543
The LIS House of Representatives has 435 membhers.
Senate # of Members Average Contribution Total Contributions
Democrats 18 $18,229 $328,122
Fepublicans 17 §6,132 F104,249
Independents 0 F0 £0
TOTAL a5 12,353 Fa32.371

The USs Senate has 100 members,

March 21, 2009

Top Recipients

Senate
Senate
Senate
Senate
Senate
Fresidentia
Senate
House
Senate
Fresidentia
House
Senate
House
House
Presidentia
Senate
House
House
Senate

Senate

Oharma, Barack
Dodd, Chris
fcCain, John
Clinton, Hillaey

Baucus, hax

Eormney, bt

Biden, Joseph B Jr

Larson, John B

Sununy, dohn E

Giuliani, Fudalph W

kanjorski, Paul E
Ciarkin, Dick

Ferlmutter, Edwin G

Ranoel, Charles B

Edwards, Jahn
Corker, Bob
Smith, Chris
Meal, Richard E

Rockefeller, ay
Reed, Jack

See all recipients

104,332
$103,900
£59,494
£37 964
24750
£20,850
£19974
F19,750
£18,500
$13,200
F12,000
511,000
10,500
F9,000
£7.850
£7.400
F6,900
$6,500
$6,500
F6,000
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TOP Contributors

Top Contributors
Senator Barack Obama 2003 - 2008

Election Cycle:

Total of itermized contribution records of $200 ar
E¥ 1269 contributions far this member, click here

LIniversity of California $1,392 6745
Goldman Sachs $1,035,095
Harvard Liniversity $831,110
Microsoft Corp $a09,799
Google Inc F796 564
JEMorgan Chase & Co $700,808
Citigroup Inc 681,318
Sidley Austin LLP $604,938
University of Chicago $599, 089
Stanford University 584,004
Skadden, Arps et al $564,345
Time Warner $540,051
UBS AG $5249 869
IBM Coarp F525,857
WilmerHale faza,792
Morogan Stanley $513,623
Columbia University $a07,316
Mational Amusements Inc $506,751
Kirkland & Ellis 501,335
S Government 482,956
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How do you say “Sold” in Chinese

Chinese house hunters tour U.S. in search of sweet
deal

By Calum MacLeod, USA TODAY

BEIIMG — A special Chinese tour group is heading to the United States later this month to go bargain hunting for houses at
foreclosure prices.

More than 40 affluent house hunters from across China will begin a trip to Boston, Mew Yark, San Francisco and Los Angeles on Feb.
24 insearch of cheap homes to buy. Their goal: to find investment property and housing their children coold use when they go to the
LISA to study arwork, Their budget: $300,000 to $2800,000 apiece.

CHART: Frice declines in four major cities

"LLS. house prices are lower now, and we'll also be looking at low-price houses auctioned off by the courts,” says Zhao Xim, &
tanager at Soufun.com, China's leading real estate website and the trip's organizer.

This is the first overseas buying trip for the real estate firm, whose name in Chinese means "search house" and which has organized
house-hunting trips inside China. It may not be the last.

“e won't force our clients to buy" Zhao says of this first group of bargain hunters, who are paying $3,600 each for the trip. "But if it's
successful, we'll organize several maore trips this year

Hunting for businesses, employees, too

Cash-rich China, whose purchases of LS. Treasury notes help prop up the federal government, is looking to recession-stricken
Armetica for more than just houses atthe right price.

Chinese companies are an the ground looking for LS. firms on the skids, says David Putnam, head of Asia for Houlihan Lokey, a Los
Angeles-based investment bank that specializes in financial restructuring. They're looking for people, too.
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China concerned?

China concerned about security of US investments
Funds placed with Treasury and in bonds

By Don Lee and Barbara Demick
Loz Angeles Times £ March 14, 2009

&2 Email | gzp Print | B Single Page | | b/ vahoo! Buzz | ShareThiz Text size [

SHAMNGHATL - Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao voiced concerns yesterday about the
security of China's massive investments in U3 government debt, even as he
expressed confidence in the economic leadership of President Obama.

"To be honest, we are a little bit worried," Wen
Discuss said, speaking at the closing news conference of
COMMENTS (3) China's annual legislative zession.
""We have loaned huge amounts of money to the United States, so of course, we
have to be concerned. . . . We hope the United States honors its word and ensures

the safety of Chinese assets."

China is America's biggest foreign creditor. About one-half of China's estimated
$2 trillion of foreign exchange resarves, the largest in the world, are invested in
UJS Treasury and other government-backed bonds. China's continued holdings
and future purchases of American debt are seen as an important part of
financing Obama's $787-billion economic stimulus plan.

Wen's comments, coming after a string of otherwise upbeat pronouncements
about China's economie prospects, were unusual in that he has rarely spoken up
on the issue, nor in such frank terms.
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NIC pick backs out

Hame » Paolitics # Washington Post

Exdntel Pick Lashes Out At "Israel Lobby"

Washington Post: Charles Freeman Stepped Down From Selection To Chair Hational
Intelligence Council

WASHINGTON, March 12, 2009 Comments &7 59

E-MAIL 5TORY PRINT STORY t SPHERE SHARE TExTsaze: A A

Answer "enabled (What’s this?)
Washingtonpost.com) This stony was written by
ashington Post Staif iviter Walter Piacues.

The withdravwal of a zenior inteligence advizer after
an anline campaign to prevent him from taking office
haz ignited a debate over whether povwerful pro-lzrael
lobbying interests are exercizsing outzize influence
over whao serves inthe Obama administration.

When Charles W, Freeman Jr. stepped away Tuesday

Lirector of Mational Intelligence Denniz C. from an appaintment to chair the Mational Inteligence
Blair, abowe, chose Charles . Freeman Jr o Coyngil -- which oversees the production of reports
chairthe National Intelligence Council. that represent the viewy of the nation's 16 inteligence

Freeman stepped away on Tuesday, blaming
"the lsrael Lobby" for the controwersy that
surrounded him. [AF PHOTO)

agencies -- he decried in an e-mail "the barrage of
libelous distodions of my record [that] would not cease
upon my entry into office " and he was blunt about
whiom he considers responsible.

RELATED

"The libels on me and their easily traceable email trails

. show conclusively that there iz a powerful lokbkby
Pursuing Peace determined to prevent any viewe other than its own

In lsrael, secretany of state Hillary g0 paing aired, still les= to factor in American

Elinton vows LS. will "vigarously understanding of trends and events in the Middle East "
promote peace efforks. Freaman wrote
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5t District Democratic Special Primary

"This is really the first chance the voters have had to say,
'Enough Is enough, Quigley said in his victory address.
""We're voting for change and reform."

With 93% of precincts reporting, the ~  has called the
race for Quigley:

Quigley, Mike 11,415 22%
Fritchey, John 9,209 18%
Feigenholtz, Sara 8,730 17%
O'Connor, Patrick 6,013 12%
Forys, Victor 5,752 11%
Wheelan, Charles 3,517 7%
Geoghegan, Tom 3,135 6%
Bryar, Paul 1,032 2%
Donatelli, Jan 829 2%
Annunzio, Frank 699 1%
Capparelli, Cary 669 1%
Monteagudo, Carlos 485 1%
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Employee free choice ?

Was worker fired for endorsing Forys?

2 Comments 1 Recommend {33

March 1, 2009

BY ABDON M. PALLASCH Political Reporter/apallaschi@suntimes.com

Did a union that supports a candidate for LS. Bep. Bahm Emanuel's
seatfire a warker for endorsing a different candidate?

The campaign of Or. Victar Forys, a Polish-horn physician seeking
Ermanuel's seat, will host a news conference today allowing Agnes
Sobczyvk to tell her story.

» Click to enlarge image Saobczvk Sa@d S_he had heen warking
= as a receptionist for the
__]- : Fosemont-bhased United Food and

Commercial Workers Union for
nearly a yearwhen she was abruptly
fired Thursday.

Her crime?

She said she passed a letterto a

Agnes Sobczyk holds up the co-warker detailing her concerns
letter she passedto a about State Rep. John Fritchey, the
co-worker detailing her candidate the union has endorsed to

concerns about State Rep. John replace Emanuel.

Fritchey. Sobczyk believes her

endorsement of Forys caused She passed the letter to her

herto be fired. co-warker on Wednesday night and
(Chris S“’Ed‘aﬁm'_nmes" on Thursday morning, she said

™ ™ ™ Linion President Ron Powell called
( JH](J;\( J() SUN"' IME | her into his office.

"He shaved this in mmy face and said,
‘Explain this!® she said. Sobozyk said she told Powell she was
concerned ahout some staries she read about Fritchey and that she
thouaht Forvs was a better candidate.
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Burris — the story ...?

Your guess 1s as good as ....

What will happen with the Roland Burris

Senate seat?

Your vote was recorded,

Posted by : Drew McKissick February 23, 2009 - 4:40pm
Burris ignores the problem and keeps his seat

Hinais legislature brings hirm up for perjury & he beats the rap

Leqgislature brings him up for perjury and he's forced to resign

Burris is gone and a special election is held: GOP wins

Burris is gone and a special election is held: Democrat wins

Total votes: 38

4% (132 votes)

13% (5 votes)

26% (10 votes)

16% (6 votes)

11% (4 votes)

Login or register to post comments  Email this page = Printer-friendly version

e QP &5 K
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Burris was on the Blago’s list

March 21, 2009

Burris turns up on Blago list of potential
fund-raisers

SEMATE SEAT | Entry calls for $5K-310K 3 weeks before
he got appointment

CHICAGO HINEYWITY

March 14, 2009

BY NATASHA KORECKI AND DAVE MCKINNEY Staff Reporters

Sen. Roland Burris appeared to have a possible unmet fund-raising
commitment with then-Gov, Rod Blagaojevich's campaidn three weeks
hefare landing a cantroversial appointment to the LS. Senate, an internal
Blagojevich fund-raising document obtained by the Chicago Sun-Times
shows.

The list of potential donaors, dated Dec. 3, contains an entry targeting
Burriz for up to $10,000 and indicates Burriz intended to "call hack with a
date presumahbly cancerning fund-raising.

The Burris entry, which itselfis not dated, raises new questions about the
former attarney general's claim in a sworn affidavit [last month that he
shut down any discussion of raising money for or contributing to the
scandal-tainted governor in a Movember discussion with Blagajevich's
brother Robert. Robert Blagojevich chaired Rod Blagojevich's campaign
fund.

The entrywas an a spreadsheet that included a "low goal® of $5,000 from
Burris and a high fund-raising gaoal of $10,000. Entries of ather potential
donors reflected updates in Movember or early December,
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Will the 1cecap melt before

flos Angeles Times | Blogs
You are here: LAT Home = Blogs = Top of the Ticket
weoner— TOP OF THE TICKET

in POLITICS, COAST TO COAST, WITH THE LA. TIMES

World
« Joe Biden, Obama's Mr. Fix-It, tells NATO time to talk to 'moderate’ Taliban -- read full

Business
Sports text here | Main | Here comes card-check/EFCA: Another bipartisan bridge to nowhere »
Washington ) 3 ~
SHIBHIH Coleman vs. Franken continues. Will Arctic ice cap melt before
. Minnesota gets new senator?
Environment
Qpinion

Arts/Entertainment

Entertainment
The Guide
Company Town
Arts & Culture
Calendar

The Envelope

TV Listings

Movie Showtimes

Living They are calling it the longest Senate election in U.S. history. Sa far, it's heen 126 days
Travel since voters in Minnesota went to the polls to cast their ballots between incumbent Norm
Health Coleman and Democratic challenger {and comedian) Al Franken. Actually, as you'll see
Autos fram this clip, the election aftermath seems to have taken the funny out of Franken, who

Home & Garden now looks and talks just like a politician.
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Madolff sent to jail as furious victims

applaud

By LARREY MEUMEIZTER and TOM HAY'S, Azzocisted Press Wiiters —
Thu Mar 12, 7:05 pim ET

© Play Video

AP — Little sympathy among hadoff
investors

| slideshovw Bernard
Madoff Scandal

=izl Street Video Obama:
Investors should have
confidence in US AF

T

:;p =
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Justice

AP Associsted Press

IJ' Buzz Up | Send - Share - Frint

MEWW YORK — Careful to blame anly himself, a "deeply sorry and

seen, and was sent off to jail in handcuffs to the applause of his furious
wictims.

"I realized that my arrest and this day would inevitably come," Madoff
said in a courtroom cramrmed with many of the investars he cheated
out of billions of dallars.

The 70-year-old financier could get up to 150 years in prison at
sentencing June 16 on 11 counts, including securities fraud and
perjury. He could also be fined and ordered to pay restitution to his
victims and forfeit any ill-gotten gains,

In a long, detailed staternent delivered in a soft but steady voice,

said he started it as a short-term way to weather the early-1990s
recession and was unable to extricate himself as the years went by.

"l arm actually grateful for this opportunity to publicly comment about
my crimes, far which | am deeply sorry and ashamed," Madoff said in
his first public comments about his crimes since the %85 hillion
scandal broke in early December.
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Old News

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2009 * ok ok VOL. 108 + NO. 141 - $1.00

THE FINANCIAL CRISIS

MARCH COMES IN LIKEABEAR

% | The Dow Jones industrial average oo
close,s below 7,000 for the first T b ~

{ time since May 1, 1997 530
12,000 Jan. 14, 2000
Daily closing 0—11,722.98

prices slnce 1997
11,000 - :

10‘000 e bemteerdinn s ases b iues combinbe as et bum su v NN © R | TS | . [ . N
8,000

8,000

RICHARD DREW: AP
HURTING: Specialist Pater 7.000
Mazza works on the floor of
the New York Stock Exchange , R .
Monday, a day of another . Sources: MoClamhy-Tribuns; Yahoo! Finance
unwanted milestone.

6,763.29 —O
JAY CARR : CHRONICLE

m Fear, losses felt across the globe
and in U.S., where stocks drop on
declines in construction, industry
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Crude OIl Price
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S&P vs OIL (2 yr)
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S&P 500 — 1 Year
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The Years of the Great Depression
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Texas Leading Economic Indicators
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Fluke? Credit crisis was a heist, Jim Jubak, Jubak’s Journal 3/20/09, MSN Money

Thanks to a complicit Congress, the reins were systematically loosened on the looters of the financial industry. And
they're still at it, looking for new plunder.By

It was no accident.

The folks in power in Washington and on Wall Street want to pretend that the current global financial crisis -- you
know, the one that reduced household net worth in the United States by , according to the Federal
Reserve -- was an accident caused by some unfortunate confluence of greed and asleep-at-the-switch regulators.

What we're now living through, though, is the result of a conscious, planned looting of the world economy. Its roots
stretch back decades. And it wouldn't have been possible without the contrivances of the bought-and-paid-for folks
who sit in Congress.

Of course, just because the plan blew up on the looters, taking off a financial finger here and a portfolio hand there,
you shouldn't have any illusion that they've retired. In fact, in the "solutions™ now being proposed -- by Congress -- to
fix the global and U.S. financial systems, you can see the looters at work as hard as ever.

Blaming the regulators

The smoke screen -- the official explanation of the global crash -- was on full display at a March 5 hearing led by Sens.
Chris Dodd, D-Conn., and Richard Shelby, R-Ala., respectively the chairman and ranking minority member of the
Senate Banking Committee, into the $170 billion morass that is American International Group ( : : )

Question: How is it that the Office of Thrift Supervision, a unit of the Treasury Department that regulates the savings
and loan industry, wound up as the primary federal regulator for insurance giant AIG?

Answer: The company was essentially able to shop for the regulator of its choice. AIG's acquisition of a small savings
and loan in 1999 gave oversight responsibility to the Office of Thrift Supervision, a 1,000-employee agency with offices
in Washington, Atlanta, Dallas, San Francisco and Jersey City, N.J.
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If you miss the Cold War

Report: Cuba, Venezuela Could Host Russian
Bombers

Report: Russian bombers could be based in Cuba, ¥Yenezuela; Kremlin says it is
hypothetical

By DAY¥ID NOWAK Asssociated Press Writer The #ssociated Press
MOSCoW March 14, 2009 (AP 12 comments

& Russian air force
chief said Saturday
that the country could
base some strategic
bormbers in Cuba or
on an island offered
by Wenezuela, the

Interfax news agency

reported, but a Kremlin official quickly
said the military had been speaking only
hypothetically,

| The U.5, and Russia have been trying to
M. reset their relationship, severely
In thiz photo released by the U5, Mavy, one of twa

Ruszian Tupolev 95 Bear long rang bomber.,, o )
[U.5. MauyAP Phota ) missile defense elements in Poland and

strained over U.S. plans to position

the Czech Republic and by Russia's
invasion of 0.5, ally Georgia last year,

Russia has nothing to gain strategically from basing long-range craft within relatively short
range of U.S. shores, independent military analyst Alexander Solts said, calling the military
staternent a retaliatory gesture aimed at hitting back after 0.5, ships patrolled Black Sea
waters near Georgia,
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Yeah, but we didn’t ship them...

% B Home W Hews W Travel W Money B Sports B Life B Tech W

News » World =Troop deaths in Irag

Reports: Russia confirms Iran missile
contract

Updated 1d 22h age | Commentz 51 337 | Recommend <& 34 E-mail | Save | Print | JEEE

MOSCOWY (AFT — Russian news agencies b""”“ it
cited a top defense official Wednesday as
confirming that a contract to sell powe il

Cither ways to share:

Eﬂ Hewsvine

i R A ai-defense missiles to Iran was signed two @ Yahoo! Buzz
2 o wears adga, hut saving no such weapons Digg
Ao = hawve wet heen delivered.

Russian officials have consistently denied 3 Reddit

claims the country already has provided Facebook
some ofthe 3-300 missiles to lran. They I] acenon
have not zaid whether 5 contract existed.

Enlarge By Hazan Sarbakhshian, AF

The state-run ITAR-Tass and RlA-Movosti news agencies and
the independent Interfax quoted an unnamed top official in the
possessed S-300 missiles, ftwould use them to Federal Mllltan_f-Technlcal Caoperation E_enflce as saving the _
protect its nuclear enrichment facility in Natanz, cnntra;t wras signed twn. YWEArs ago. Senvice spnkn_asmanlﬂndrm
sean here, of its first atomic power plant, now being Tarabrin told The Associated Press he could not immediately
built by Russian contractors at Bushehr. carmment.

lzreal and the United States fear that if Iran

Supphving 5-300s to Iran would change the military balance in
the Middle East and the issue has heen the subject of intense speculation and diplamatic wranaling for manths.
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What would Nostradamus Say ?

Russian scholar says US will collapse — AP assocaearros
next year
Bty MIKE ECHEL , &ssociated Press Vriter —Wed hMar 4, 4:33 am ET b Buz=up Send w Share w Frint

MOSCOWY — If you're inclined to believe Igor Panarin, and the Kremlin

martial law this year, the U5, will split into six rump-states before

A D
- ; q 2011, and Russia and China will become the backbones of a new world
/ %
4 order.
-
Fanarin might be easy to ignore but for the fact that he is a dean at the
Foreign Ministry's school for future diplomats and a regular on Russia's

AP — Dean of the Russian Foreign Ministry state-guided T% channels. And his predictions fit inta the

diplematic academy seen, during his lecture - . . - -
stthe Russian Fareign . anti-American story line of the Krernlin leadership.

"There i a high probahility that the collapse of the United States will
occur by 2010," Panarin told dozens of students, professors and diplomats Tuesday at the Diplomatic
Acadermy — a lecture the ministry pointedly invited The Associated Press and other foreign media to attend.

The prediction frorm Panarin, a farmer spokesman for Russia's Federal Space Agency and reportedly an
ex-KGEB analyst, meshes with the negative view of the LS, that has been flowing from the Kremlin in recent
years, in particular from Yladimir Putin.

Futin, the former president who is now prime minister, has likened the United States to Mazi Germany's Third

Fanarin didn't give many specifics on what underlies his analysis, mostly citing newspapers, magazines and
other open sources.

oy,
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Third Saturday Seminar 2008-2009
Humanity at a Crossroads

Session 07
21 March 2009

“Your Money or Your Life”
The Problems Associated with Healthcare in America

Peter McGehee, MS, MBA

ALL Program, Montgomery College, Conroe, Texas
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Don’t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and
others close to you?

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or
changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and
fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has
passed?
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It all connects
Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers.
Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil is a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious In retrospect
Trusting of Authority

Lacking critical ability/Education

Etc.
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Don’t just be a thermometer,
Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

Seriously
See You 21 March 2009
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The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end
something that would seem to go on for ever
accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

TR

A
, l- I L ""Jff"'.-"'.f'.-“.-'".f-"fr el e,
! I'."I"i. 'Ill'l.". 'Q.Il"..'* S ] ] ; e . "':-_.-_.w g '-:-‘!-' ’

i)

The famous Python
Foot can here be seen in
its original format in the
bottom left corner of
"An Allegory of Venus

and Cupid by
(~1545)

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out
of the sky and squash whatever was on screen with a rude noise.

Allowing the show to move on.
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http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8

Enrichment Material
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The greater fool theory

The greater fool theory (sometimes the bigger fool theory,
also called survivor investing) is the belief held by one who
makes a questionable investment, with the assumption that
they will be able to sell it later to "'a bigger fool'; in other
words, buying something not because you believe that it is
worth the price, but rather because you believe that you
will be able to sell it to someone else for an even better
price.

Wikipedia.org
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http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/01/08/60minutes/main4707770.shtml

One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”
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Getting Warmer?
|
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The Second Amendment

The strongest reason for the people to
retain the right to keep and bear arms
s, as a last resort, to protect
themselves against tyranny in
Government.”

~Thomas Jefferson~
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Spurious History

"This year will go down in history. For the first time, a civilized
nation has full gun registration. Our streets will be safer, our
police more efficient, and the world will follow our lead into the
future!"

-- Adolph Hitler (Germany 1935)
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