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“…we are the leaders we've 

been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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“Do not call for black power or 

for green power.  Call for brain 

power.”
Barbara Jordan
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“You don't ever want a crisis to go to 

waste; it's an opportunity to do important 

things that you would otherwise avoid.”

Rahm Emanuel

Rahm Emanuel
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We have it in our power…

"We have it in our 

power to begin the 

world over again."

Ronald Reagan quoting Thomas Paine

January 18, 2008Bill Moyers talks with Harvey J. Kaye 
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Desire

If you want the American 

Dream you must take 

back the Constitution
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Program for TSS Meeting 21 March 2009

•9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) –

Curt Gibby

•10:15 am – Problems associated with healthcare, Peter 

McGehee

•10: 45  10 minute break

•10:40 am Peter McGehee Discussion Continues

•10:55 am- Closure – Feedback 

•11:00 am Session ends 

•Next Session 18 April 2009, ―Find your inner Hero‖, Curt 

Gibby
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many 

sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I usually 

try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may 

have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet link to the 

source material is provided in order to allow you to better put 

these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 

contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 

personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 

part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity 

and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you 

identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your 

official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value 

and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of  the 

Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear 

happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy 

of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that 

situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and 

serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your 

duty.  It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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PSAs (Public Service Announcements)

Thing’s you might be interested in.
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ALL Political Affairs lecture series
NEW  -- LWV series on Local Government Issues

The series will be held on Thursday afternoons 1-3 in 

Room 121 of the University Center from March 26th

through April 30th (except for April 16th ). Room 121, The 

University Center. 

The series is sponsored by the League of Women Voters

to inform voters about those county government entities

with publicly elected boards of directors. Board of

directors’ elections for contested positions on the MUDs

and the Community College District take place in May,

2009. Helen Bostock, League of Women Voters –

Montgomery County, is the coordinator for the series.

http://www.montgomery.lonestar.edu/all
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Current Events
21 February 2009
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How would you like to be 

stimulated?
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Stimulus - Billions or Trillions?
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Stimulus Bill
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Travel Warning
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Do Terror Alerts Keep Us Safe

http://www.parade.com/news/intelligence-report/archive/do-terror-alerts-keep-us-safe.html
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Light Rail
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Ike wasn’t done 
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Land Storage
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Waiting for the inventory to drop
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So, Why is the Price Still High?

As demand declines, oil tankers lower anchors

Chris Kahn ASSOCIATED PRESS

Wednesday, March 4, 2009 

NEW YORK 

Supertankers that once raced around the world to satisfy an unquenchable thirst 

for oil are now parked offshore, fully loaded, anchors down, their crews killing 

time. In the United States, vast storage farms for oil are almost out of room. 

As demand for crude has plummeted, the world suddenly finds itself awash in oil 

that has nowhere to go. 

It's been less than a year since oil prices hit record highs. But now producers and 

traders are struggling with the new reality: The world wants less oil, not more. 

And turning off the spigot is about as easy as turning around one of those tankers. 

http://washingtontimes.com/themes/?Theme=United+States
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How safe are hospitals?



March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You 24

Cause of Death

American hospitals are treating sicker 

patients with more complex, invasive 

techniques—and helping people live 

longer. But every year in these same 

facilities some 90,000 Americans pick up 

infections that kill them. 

http://bulletin.aarp.org/yourhealth/caregiving/articles/battling_superb

ugs_.html
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According to the Leapfrog Group
http://www.leapfroggroup.org



March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You 26

According to HHS.GOV
http://www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov/Hospital/Search/compareHospitals.asp
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Gupta turns down pay cut
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Health Professionals Contibututions
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Insurance Industry Contributions
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Health and Human Services
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New Words

e·con·o·clast n. 1. One who attacks and seeks to overthrow 

economies. 2. One who destroys faith and trust in sacred 

economic principles.

e·con·o·path n. One who is affected with a personality 

disorder marked by aggressive stupidity and greed and 

disregard of fiduciary responsibilities. --e·con·o·path·ic

adj.

(With apologies to the American Heritage Dictionary) 
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Past Performance is no Guarantee
We can only hope

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner will unveil a long-

awaited package of measures to help the financial sector 

at 11 am New York time. (10 Feb 09)

But Rogers said Geithner, who was president of the New 

York Federal Reserve Bank, "has been dead wrong about 

everything for 15 years in a row," and so was President 

Barack Obama's economic advisor Lawrence Summers, 

who acted as Treasury Secretary at the turn of the 

century.

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Banks-Rescue-Will-Make-Things-cnbc-14311295.html
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"Every government interference in the 

economy consists of giving an 

unearned benefit, extorted by force, to 

some men at the expense of others." --

-Ayn Rand
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Who knew what, when?

http://www.newsday.com/business/ny-bzbonu206076078mar20,0,5660097.story
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Surprise!

Although the bonuses were permitted under the terms of the 2008 bailout bill, 

the payments have triggered alarm, particularly among Republicans, about 

oversight of the way the money is spent. With the prominent exception of 

Grassley, GOP leaders were noncommittal yesterday about embracing the tax 

approach and declined to offer their own proposals for recouping the $165 

million. But they rebuked Geithner for not stopping the bonuses, and they 

made it clear that further requests for aid would be rejected out of hand. 

http://www.washingtonpost.co

m/wp-

dyn/content/article/2009/03/1

7/AR2009031703780.html
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Politicians should give back contributions 

from bailed out companies!

While our congressmen are so  righteously venting 

their "moral outrage" and demanding return of the bonus 

payments that they previously approved, they must also add a 

provision that companies receiving bailout money must not 

make political contributions until all the bailout money and 

extraordinary payments from the Treasury and Federal 

Reserve Bank have been paid back. Further, that all 

politicians or their campaigns that have received such 

contributions within the last twenty-four months must return 

them, or recuse themselves from all deliberations or debate on 

financial matters.
Curt Gibby

2543 Deasa Dr.

Spring, Tx 77373
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No surprise after all
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And, this …
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Now here’s a surprise (not) 
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TOP Contributors
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How do you say ―Sold‖ in Chinese
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China concerned?
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NIC pick backs out
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5th District Democratic Special Primary

With 93% of precincts reporting, the AP has called the 

race for Quigley:

Quigley, Mike 11,415 22%

Fritchey, John 9,209 18%

Feigenholtz, Sara 8,730 17%

O'Connor, Patrick 6,013 12%

Forys, Victor 5,752 11%

Wheelan, Charles 3,517 7%

Geoghegan, Tom 3,135 6%

Bryar, Paul 1,032 2%

Donatelli, Jan 829 2%

Annunzio, Frank 699 1%

Capparelli, Cary 669 1%

Monteagudo, Carlos 485 1%

"This is really the first chance the voters have had to say, 

'Enough is enough, Quigley said in his victory address. 

"'We're voting for change and reform.'" 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/files/elections/2009/by_state/IL_Page_0303.html?SITE=ILCHTELN&SECTION=POLITICS
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Employee free choice ?
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Burris – the story …?
Your guess is as good as ….
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Burris was on the Blago’s list
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Will the icecap melt before …
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Justice
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Old News
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Crude Oil Price

http://oil-price.net/

http://oil-price.net/
http://oil-price.net/
http://oil-price.net/
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S&P vs OIL (2 yr.)
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S&P 500 – 1 Year
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The Years of the Great Depression
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Texas Leading Economic Indicators

http://www.texasahead.org/economy/tracking/
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Question: How is it that the Office of Thrift Supervision, a unit of the Treasury Department that regulates the savings 

and loan industry, wound up as the primary federal regulator for insurance giant AIG? 

Answer: The company was essentially able to shop for the regulator of its choice. AIG's acquisition of a small savings 

and loan in 1999 gave oversight responsibility to the Office of Thrift Supervision, a 1,000-employee agency with offices 

in Washington, Atlanta, Dallas, San Francisco and Jersey City, N.J.

Fluke? Credit crisis was a heist, Jim Jubak, Jubak’s Journal 3/20/09, MSN Money

Thanks to a complicit Congress, the reins were systematically loosened on the looters of the financial industry. And 

they're still at it, looking for new plunder.By Jim Jubak

It was no accident.

The folks in power in Washington and on Wall Street want to pretend that the current global financial crisis -- you 

know, the one that reduced household net worth in the United States by $11.2 trillion in 2008, according to the Federal 

Reserve -- was an accident caused by some unfortunate confluence of greed and asleep-at-the-switch regulators.

What we're now living through, though, is the result of a conscious, planned looting of the world economy. Its roots 

stretch back decades. And it wouldn't have been possible without the contrivances of the bought-and-paid-for folks 

who sit in Congress.

Of course, just because the plan blew up on the looters, taking off a financial finger here and a portfolio hand there, 

you shouldn't have any illusion that they've retired. In fact, in the "solutions" now being proposed -- by Congress -- to 

fix the global and U.S. financial systems, you can see the looters at work as hard as ever.

Blaming the regulators 

The smoke screen -- the official explanation of the global crash -- was on full display at a March 5 hearing led by Sens. 

Chris Dodd, D-Conn., and Richard Shelby, R-Ala., respectively the chairman and ranking minority member of the 

Senate Banking Committee, into the $170 billion morass that is American International Group (AIG, news, msgs)

http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/Commentary/Experts/Jubak/Jim_Jubak.aspx
http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/Investing/Extra/household-wealth-plunged-18-percent-in-fourth-quarter.aspx
http://moneycentral.msn.com/detail/stock_quote?Symbol=AIG
http://news.moneycentral.msn.com/ticker/rcnews.asp?Symbol=AIG
http://moneycentral.msn.com/community/message/board.asp?Symbol=AIG
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If you miss the Cold War
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Yeah, but we didn’t ship them… 
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What would Nostradamus Say ?
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Don’t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and 

others close to you?  

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or 

changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and 

fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has 

passed?



March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You 63

It all connects

Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers. 

Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil is a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious in retrospect

Trusting of Authority

Lacking critical ability/Education 

Etc.
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Don’t just be a thermometer, 

Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

See You 21 March 2009

Seriously
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The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end 

something that would seem to go on for ever 

accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

The famous Python 

Foot can here be seen in 

its original format in the 

bottom left corner of 

"An Allegory of Venus 

and Cupid by Bronzino

(~1545) 

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out 

of the sky and squash  whatever was on screen with a rude noise. 

Allowing the show to move on.

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8
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Enrichment Material
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The greater fool theory

The greater fool theory (sometimes the bigger fool theory, 

also called survivor investing) is the belief held by one who 

makes a questionable investment, with the assumption that 

they will be able to sell it later to "a bigger fool"; in other 

words, buying something not because you believe that it is 

worth the price, but rather because you believe that you 

will be able to sell it to someone else for an even better 

price.[1]

Wikipedia.org

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/01/08/60minutes/main4707770.shtml


March 21, 2009 TSS 08-09 #7 -- Healthcare and You 69

One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”
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Getting Warmer?
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The Second Amendment

The strongest reason for the people to 

retain the right to keep and bear arms 

is, as a last resort, to protect 

themselves against tyranny in 

Government."

~Thomas Jefferson~
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Spurious History

"This year will go down in history. For the first time, a civilized 

nation has full gun registration. Our streets will be safer, our 

police more efficient, and the world will follow our lead into the 

future!"

-- Adolph Hitler (Germany 1935)


