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“…we are the leaders we've 

been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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“Do not call for black power or 

for green power.  Call for brain 

power.”

Barbara Jordan



June 20, 2009 TSS 08-09 #10 -- Believe It or Not 4

“You don't ever want a crisis to go to 

waste; it's an opportunity to do important 

things that you would otherwise avoid.”

Rahm Emanuel
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Program for TSS Meeting 18 April 2009

•9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) –

Curt Gibby

•10:15 am – “Believe it or Not, telling the difference”

• 10: 45  10 minute break

•10:40 am Curt Gibby Discussion Continues

•10:55 am- Closure – Feedback 

•11:00 am Session ends 

•Next Session 19 September 2009
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many 

sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I usually 

try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may 

have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet link to the 

source material is provided in order to allow you to better put 

these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 

contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 

personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 

part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity 

and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you 

identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your 

official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value 

and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of  the 

Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear 

happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy 

of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that 

situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and 

serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your 

duty.  It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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Current Events
20 June 2009
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The beatings will continue …
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The word from the Supreme

Iran's leader: End protests or risk 

'bloodshed' (AP) AP - Iran's supreme 

leader sought Friday to end the deepening 

crisis over disputed elections with one 

decisive speech — declaring the vote will 

almost certainly stand and sternly warning 

opposition leaders to end street protests or 

be held responsible for any "bloodshed and 

chaos" to come.

http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylc=X3oDMTIxN3RkOTNuBF9TAzM5ODMwMDk2NwRwb3MDMgRzZWMDbndfdG9wc3RvcmllcwRzbGsDdGl0bGUEdGFyA25ld3MueWFob28uY29t/SIG=13rhpa1a4/**http%3A//us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/rss/topstories/*http%3A//news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090619/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran_election
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylc=X3oDMTIxN3RkOTNuBF9TAzM5ODMwMDk2NwRwb3MDMgRzZWMDbndfdG9wc3RvcmllcwRzbGsDdGl0bGUEdGFyA25ld3MueWFob28uY29t/SIG=13rhpa1a4/**http%3A//us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/rss/topstories/*http%3A//news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090619/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran_election
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A note from an old Friend

Dear Curt, 

You are absolutely right my friend. Although it is very painful to see 

the events, Iran after this experiment will be a different Iran. The 

legitimacy of many of these institutions will be questioned. The theory 

of Velayat-e Faqih, which has been under the scrutiny, will be 

questioned vehemently by many forces and its usefulness and 

viability will be doubted. But more than anything else, the role of the 

clergy will be drastically curtailed. I am following the situation very 

closely. I am in contact with reformist forces in Iran. I am writing a 

piece on the election for a journal. I will send it to you.

Thanks, 

Mehdi Mehdi Noorbaksh Ph.D., MBA, MHA

Associate Professor of International Affairs Coordinator, General 

Education 
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Words of wisdom

"Do not say, that if the people do good to 

us, we will do good to them; and if the 

people oppress us, we will oppress them;

but determine that if people do you good, 

you will do good to them; and if they 

oppress you, you will not oppress them." 

Muhammad
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MSNBC.com

Congress condemns Iran crackdown

Republicans pushed for vote as way to criticize Obama strategy The 

Associated Press updated 3:57 p.m. CT, Fri., June 19, 2009 WASHINGTON –

The Obama administration on Friday stuck to a measured response to the uprising in Iran over a 

disputed presidential election, even as both houses of Congress voted overwhelmingly to condemn 

an official crackdown on mostly peaceful demonstrations in the streets of Tehran.

In the strongest message yet from the U.S. government, the House voted 405-1 to condemn Tehran’s 

crackdown on protest rallies and the government’s interference with Internet and cell phone 

communications. 

The resolution was initiated by Republicans as a veiled criticism of Obama, who has been reluctant 

to criticize Tehran’s handling of disputed an election that left hard-liner President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad in power.

The resolution expresses support for “all Iranian citizens who embrace the values of freedom, human 

rights, civil liberties and rule of law” and affirms “the importance of democratic and fair elections.” 

It also condemns “the ongoing violence” by the government and pro-government militias against 

demonstrators, as well as government “suppression of independent electronic communications 

through interference with the Internet and cell phones.”
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Eissler Sells his Soul
Sunset measure killed

Other bills that attempted to limit the board’s powers appear headed for the shredder. 

That includes one that would have transferred the board’s authority over the Permanent School 

Fund to a newly created council with actual financial expertise. Under the board’s watch, as of 

January, the fund had slid more than $8 billion from October 2007.

The one piece of legislation that got further than the rest would have simply required a Sunset 

review of the board, without the usual threat of abolishing the body. But an amazing thing 

happened after it passed the House on second reading.

The next day, during what’s usually just a procedural final vote that nobody pays much attention 

to, a couple of Republican members changed their votes and ended up killing the measure.

Those Republicans included Rep. Rob Eissler, R-The Woodlands, chairman of the House 

education committee, occasional critic of the board and a guy with a reputation as a fair-minded, 

not overly political sort.

But, somehow, the bill had turned into a political sword in the sand. It became about party welfare 

rather than the welfare of schoolchildren.

Eissler told The Dallas Morning News later that some GOP groups interpreted the bill as a 

Democratic move to abolish the board.

“When push came to shove,” Eissler was quoted saying, “I had to show what team I was on.”
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Officials: Hawaii anti-missile move a 

safeguard
By ANNE GEARAN and PAMELA HESS, Associated Press Writers Anne Gearan 

And Pamela Hess, Associated Press Writers – 29 mins ago

WASHINGTON – A new anti-missile system ordered for Hawaii is partly a strategy 

to deter North Korea from test-firing a long-range missile across the Pacific and 

partly a precaution against the unpredictable regime, military officials said Friday.

The United States has no indication that North Korean missile technology has 

improved markedly since past failed launches, and military and other assessments 

suggest the communist nation probably could not hit the westernmost U.S. state if it 

tried, officials said.

•AP – This image provided by the U.S. Navy shows the 

heavy lift vessel MV Blue Marlin entering Pearl 

Harbor, … 

The North's Taepodong-2 could travel that far in theory, if it works as designed. But 

three test launches have either failed or do not demonstrate anything close to that 



June 20, 2009 TSS 08-09 #10 -- Believe It or Not 25

Playing Kim’s Game

AP – This image provided by the U.S. Navy shows the 

heavy lift vessel MV Blue Marlin entering Pearl 

Harbor, … 

This image provided by the U.S. 

Navy shows the heavy lift vessel MV 

Blue Marlin entering Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii with the Sea Based X-Band 

Radar (SBX) aboard Jan. 9 2006. 

SBX is a combination of the world’s 

largest phased array X-band radar 

carried aboard a mobile, ocean-going 

semi-submersible oil platform. U.S. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates said 

Thursday June 18, 2009 that the 

military has set up additional 

defenses around Hawaii, consisting 

of a ground-based mobile missile 

system and a radar system nearby. 

Together they could shoot an 

incoming missile in mid air. (AP 

Photo/US Navy - Ryan C. McGinley) 

(AP)

http://news.yahoo.com/nphotos/MV-Blue-Marlin/photo//090619/480/8bcabc5285724f3fb21feb858654fe58//s:/ap/20090619/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/us_us_nkorea
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"Every government interference in the 

economy consists of giving an 

unearned benefit, extorted by force, to 

some men at the expense of others." --

-Ayn Rand
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The seduction of Barack

(The Re-Revolution)

Torture Photos

Don’t ask, don’t tell

Military Commissions

Rendition

Warrantless wire taps

Etc.
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In a California speech in 2001 now under 

renewed scrutiny, she remarked that, on a 

court, "I would hope that a wise Latina 

woman with the richness of her experiences 

would more often than not reach a better 

conclusion than a white male who hasn't lived 

that life." On Friday, White House spokesman 

Robert Gibbs said Sotomayor acknowledges 

she made a poor word choice. 
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Things that are important for a judge

There are three and only three things that 

should matter to a Supreme Court justice

The facts in case being considered.

The Law.

The Constitution.

Any personal beliefs, biases, advocacies, history, past 

mistakes, etc.  Must be set aside when hearing  and 

deliberating a case.
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The Truth will make you?

FILE - In this Dec. 16, 1975 file photo, 

Sara Jane Moore looks out the window 

of a U.S. marshal's car in San Francisco. 

Moore, the woman who fired a gun at 

President Gerald Ford in 1975, told the 

"Today" show Thursday, May 28, 2009 

that she believed that the country would 

change only through a violent 

revolution.(AP Photo/file) (AP)

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=7695970
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Freedom

Former prisoner Roxana Saberi said that even though she was elated to be 

freed, she walked out of Iran's Evin Prison with a heavy conscious thinking of 

the rest of the women who were left behind.(Lauren Victoria Burke/ABC 

News) 

From playing piano on the prison 

walls to repeating the "Star 

Spangled Banner" to keep her 

spirits up, former Iranian 

prisoner Roxana Saberi said she 

got through her nearly three 

months of confinement by 

praying to a God she once 

thought had given up on her.

http://blogs.abcnews.com/thenote/2009/05/saberi-says-the.html
http://blogs.abcnews.com/thenote/2009/05/saberi-says-the.html
http://abcnews.go.com/International/story?id=7565118&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/International/story?id=7565118&page=1
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Will the icecap melt before …
Minnesota Supreme Court 

Hears Coleman v Franken 

on June 1 

May 15th, 2009 The Minnesota 

Supreme Court will hear oral 

arguments in Coleman v Franken, 

A09-697, on Monday, June 1. The 

issue is whether 4,400 absentee 

ballots from last year’s U.S. Senate 

election should be counted. Because 

Franken leads in the official recount 

by 312 votes, his attorneys argue that 

lower courts were correct to reject 

those uncounted absentee ballots. 

Even if the Supreme Court reverses 

the lower court and allows some or all 

of the uncounted absentees to be 

counted, no one knows whether 

counting them would be good or bad 

for Coleman. Thanks to Rick Hasen 

for this news.

http://www.ballot-access.org/2009/05/15/minnesota-supreme-court-hears-coleman-v-franken-on-june-1/
http://www.ballot-access.org/2009/05/15/minnesota-supreme-court-hears-coleman-v-franken-on-june-1/
http://www.ballot-access.org/2009/05/15/minnesota-supreme-court-hears-coleman-v-franken-on-june-1/
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Crude Oil Price

http://oil-price.net/

http://oil-price.net/
http://oil-price.net/
http://oil-price.net/
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S&P 500 – 1 Year
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The Years of the Great Depression
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Texas Leading Economic Indicators

http://www.texasahead.org/economy/tracking/

Change from previous year:

The leading indicators for Texas are down 8.8%

The leading indicators for the United States are down 2.9%
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Mortgage Foreclosures
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Change from previous year:

Texas is down 2.5%
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Source: RealtyTrac
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Industrial Production Index (Tx)

Industrial Production Index
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Note the total range is 

4.1  (2.8%)

Change from previous year: down 1.3%.

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
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Female 

hormones in 

beer?
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http://comics.com/ripleys_believe_it_or_not/
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Summer of ’09

Sunday morning Bob Schieffer, started the CBS News "Face 

the Nation" episode by pointing out the The Obama 

administration had a full schedule over the summer as they 

planned to have the following three things accomplished by 

September:

•A Health Care Reform plan

•A plan for relocating the inmates from Guantanamo

•Sonia Sotomayor confirmed as the newest Associate 

Justice on the Supreme Court 
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Then if that weren't enough ... the news steps in to make the party more interesting.

Iran – Election - was it fair? Can the Supreme Leader and the Guardian Council 

stand up to a tecnologically driven tranparency that may show the world and their 

own citizens they had their thumb on the scale of democracy. Then there is the 

nuclear monster. Is it Iran's idea or ours for them to build nuclear weapons?

Palestine – Israel (the Obama Cairo speech) Why was bin Laden so upset? Was the 

Obama speech really good enough to put Osama out of business? Netanyahu's 

response, "Sure there can be a Palestine, if ..."

North Korea - Obama says we are not going to play "Kim's Game," That is Kim 

throws a tantrum and we sent him care packages. Their recent second test blast 

registered about 4 kilotons, about 8 times their first one. Oh, not to forget the two 

lady journalists sentenced to 12 years hard labor.

Immigration "Reform" (try to figure what "reform" means)

Oh, and let's not forget the economy, the recovery, the bailout, or as I think of it, the 

"rip-off" of the American people. Will it be limping along with hopeful conjecture or 

bearish?
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How Neo Cons Reframe Liberal Views (Humor?)
I voted Democrat because I love the fact that I can now marry whatever I want.

I've decided to marry my horse

I voted Democrat because I believe oil companies' profits of 4%

on a gallon of gas are obscene but the government taxing the

same gallon of gas at 15% isn't.

I voted Democrat because I believe the government will do a better job of

spending the money I earn than I would.

I voted Democrat because freedom of speech is fine as long as nobody is offended by it.

I voted Democrat because when we pull out of Iraq I trust that the bad guys will stop what

they are doing because they now think we are good people.

I voted Democrat because I'm way too irresponsible to own a gun, and I know that my local

police are all I need to protect me from murderers and thieves.

I voted Democrat because I believe that people who can't tell us if it will rain on Friday can

tell us that the polar ice caps will melt away in ten years if I don't start driving a Prius.

I voted Democrat because I'm not concerned about the slaughter of millions of babies so long

as we keep all death row inmates alive.

I voted Democrat because I think illegal aliens have a right to free health care,

education, and Social Security benefits.

I voted Democrat because I believe that business should not be allowed to make profits for

themselves. They need to break even and give the rest away to the government for redistribution

as the democrats see fit.

I voted Democrat because I believe liberal judges need to rewrite The Constitution every few

days to suit some fringe kooks who would never get their agendas past the voters.

I voted Democrat because my head is so firmly planted up my butt that it is unlikely that I'll

ever have another point of view.

Received by 

spam email
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Internet Resources
Politifact (The St. Petersberg Times)

http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/

Anneberg Political Fact Check

http://factcheck.org/

Snopes.COM: Urban Legends References (and internet hoaxes)

http://snopes.com/

Other Internet hoax checkers

http://www.symantec.com/business/security_response/threatexplorer/risks/hoaxes.jsp

http://vil.nai.com/vil/hoaxes.aspx

Truth about computer security hysteria (This is mostly for geeks)

http://vmyths.com/

Washington Post checker, Now defunct, but was active during the election, leaves some "4 

Pinocchio" bits as reminders

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/fact-checker/

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit.(My favorite for detailed information - note 

warnings)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/
http://factcheck.org/
http://snopes.com/
http://www.symantec.com/business/security_response/threatexplorer/risks/hoaxes.jsp
http://vil.nai.com/vil/hoaxes.aspx
http://vmyths.com/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/fact-checker
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/fact-checker
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/fact-checker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_content
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Introduction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Introduction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Introduction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Introduction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Introduction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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A Course You Can Take

If you want a real education in fact checking and urban-myth 

busting you can actually take a course in it here:

http://www.factchecked.org/

There seen to be some really annoying "dialog boxes" 

demanding you to "authenticate." click on the "X" or 

[Cancel] to get rid of them. 

http://www.factchecked.org/
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

See You 19 September  2009

Seriously



June 20, 2009 TSS 08-09 #10 -- Believe It or Not 57

The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end 

something that would seem to go on for ever 

accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

The famous Python 

Foot can here be seen in 

its original format in the 

bottom left corner of 

"An Allegory of Venus 

and Cupid by Bronzino

(~1545) 

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out 

of the sky and squash  whatever was on screen with a rude noise. 

Allowing the show to move on.

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8
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Enrichment Material
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One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”
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Don’t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and 

others close to you?  

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or 

changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and 

fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has 

passed?



June 20, 2009 TSS 08-09 #10 -- Believe It or Not 61

It all connects

Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers. 

Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil is a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious in retrospect

Trusting of Authority

Lacking critical ability/Education 

Etc.
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Don’t just be a thermometer, 

Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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The greater fool theory

The greater fool theory (sometimes the bigger fool theory, 

also called survivor investing) is the belief held by one who 

makes a questionable investment, with the assumption that 

they will be able to sell it later to "a bigger fool"; in other 

words, buying something not because you believe that it is 

worth the price, but rather because you believe that you 

will be able to sell it to someone else for an even better 

price.[1]

Wikipedia.org

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/01/08/60minutes/main4707770.shtml
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Getting Warmer?
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We have it in our power…

"We have it in our 

power to begin the 

world over again."

Ronald Reagan quoting Thomas Paine

January 18, 2008Bill Moyers talks with Harvey J. Kaye 
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If Nietzsche is right …

Would the Übermensches we will create 

have the natural ability to get along with 

each other?

And will “man” (we) be a laughingstock 

or a painful embarrassment for the 

overman that we create?
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Übermensch
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, Oct 15, 1844 – Aug 25, 1900)

The Übermensch (German; English: Overman, Superman) is a 

concept in the Philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche. Nietzsche 

posited the Übermensch as a goal for humanity to set for itself 

in his 1883 book Thus Spoke Zarathustra (German: Also 

Sprach Zarathustra).

The book's protagonist, Zarathustra, contends that "man is 

something which ought to be overcome:"

All beings so far have created something beyond 

themselves; and do you want to be the ebb of this great 

flood and even go back to the beasts rather than overcome 

man? What is the ape to man? A laughingstock or a painful 

embarrassment. And man shall be just that for the 

overman: a laughingstock or a painful embarrassment…

There is no consensus regarding the precise meaning of the 

Übermensch, or even the overall importance of the concept in 

Nietzsche's thought.
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For Further Reading
Superhero

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhero

Masters of Evil

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masters_of_Evil

Joseph John Campbell (March 26, 1904 – October 30, 1987) was an American mythologist, writer and lecturer, 

best known for his work in comparative mythology and comparative religion. His work is vast, covering many 

aspects of the human experience. His philosophy is often summarized by his phrase: "Follow your bliss."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Campbell

(Charlie Rose) A conversation (30 minutes) with Malcolm Gladwell, author of “Outliers.” Outliers, defined by 

Gladwell as people who do not fit into our normal understanding of achievement,[3] Outliers deals with 

exceptional people, especially those who are smart, rich, and successful, and those who operate at the extreme 

outer edge of what is statistically possible.[2, In statistics, an outlier is an observation that is numerically distant 

from the rest of the data. (Intro gleaned from Wikipedia.org)

http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/9855

(Karen Armstrong)"... if you want to make God laugh, tell Him, or Her, your plans. A self-proclaimed "freelance 

monotheist," Karen Armstrong is now on a mission to bring compassion, the heart of religion, as she sees it, 

back into modern life. "Do not do to others what you would not like them to do to you."

http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/03132009/watch.html

Bill Moyers Interviews Karen Armstrong

http://www.pbs.org/now/transcript/transcript_armstrong.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhero
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masters_of_Evil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Campbell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outliers_%28book%29
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_set
http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/9855
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