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“…we are the leaders we've 

been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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Program for TSS Meeting 17 April 2010

•9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) –

Curt Gibby

•10:15 am – “Taxes and Recovery”

• 10: 40  10 minute break

•10:50 am Continue“Taxes and Recovery”

•11:55 am- Closure – Feedback 

•11:00 am Session ends 

•Next Session 17 May 2010
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many 

sources in addition to my own work and experience.  I usually 

try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may 

have overlooked some.  In many cases an Internet link to the 

source material is provided in order to allow you to better put 

these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas 

contained within them, does not in any way mean that I 

personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in 

part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.  

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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1. As tempting as it might be to think so, this is not a political rally for one side or another. It is a 

discussion of some very important real issues and questions which many, if not most of us share. Please, 

don't let political differences if you know about them, affect your friendships. History will tell who was 

right (maybe). In the meantime we need good friends, especially those who can be candid and friends at 

the same time.

2. By participating, we will help ourselves as well as the other seminarians deal with these important 

issues. Nobody has the "right answer" except for themselves. We all owe it to each other to respect and 

support each other. We are all Americans or guests. We will all benefit from or have to live with the 

outcome.

3. Please keep your remarks brief and to the point.

4. Have faith -- in each other and yourselves. Our republic has lasted over 200 years. We are the oldest 

living Constitutional democracy. Our Constitution limits the power of the leaders and guarantees the 

rights of its citizens. That 200 years has not all been smooth sailing. From time to time, generally in 

"times of war", leaders have usurped the authority of the Congress, violated the Constitution and the 

rights of the people who rightly or wrongly have acquiesced, being promised security. Something has 

always brought us back from the brink, but I don't think we ever make a full recovery. Best, we keep our 

rights and respect for each other intact in the first place. Let's not let anything we say or do be harmful to 

each other.

5. Have fun - We always do. (Sept 22, 2005)

Before We Get Started
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If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity 

and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you 

identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your 

official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value 

and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of  the 

Third Saturday Seminar.  But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear 

happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy 

of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that 

situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and 

serve the people.  Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your 

duty.  It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.

To Any Members of Law Enforcement
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“Cartoons of the Week‖

We make extensive use of political cartoons in 

this presentation.

The Source of these Cartoons is TIME in 

cooperation with CNN.  You can find the ones 

I‘ve included and more at:

http://www.time.com/time/cartoonsoftheweek

Curt Gibby

http://www.time.com/time/cartoonsoftheweek
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PSA 

The Third meeting of the Saturday Science 

Seminars will be 24 April 2010

4/24 & 5/22. 4 Sessions. No Fee. LSC-

Montgomery B-102 29278 Sa 1/23 - 5/22 

(Helen Bostok)
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Current Events
17 April 2010
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Finally!  Will it Stick?
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SPEEDING TICKET

BOY, THERE ARE DAYS THAT I COULD TRUTHFULLY USE THIS 
EXCUSE....

Did you hear about the 83-year-old woman who talked herself out 
of a speeding ticket by telling the young officer that she had to get 

there before she forgot where she was going? 

Makes perfectly good sense to me......

Just remember:

We'll be FRIENDS until we are old and senile. Then we'll be NEW 

FRIENDS....
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EXERCISE FOR PEOPLE OVER 50

Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, where you have plenty of room at 

each side. 

With a 5-lb potato bag in each hand, extend your arms straight out from your 

sides and hold them there as long as you can. Try to reach a full minute, and 

then relax.

Each day you'll find that you can hold this position for just a bit longer. After a 

couple of weeks, move up to 10-lb potato bags. 

Then try 50-lb potato bags and then eventually try to get to where you can lift a 

100-lb potato bag in each hand and hold your arms straight for more than a 

full minute.

(I'm at this level.)

After you feel confident at that level, put a potato in each bag.
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What do you do with a drunken sailor?
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From Lloyds List; MORE fodder for the harbingers of 

slipping watchkeeping standards.

The navigator of a US Navy fast attack submarine, who was 

listening to his iPod when he really should have been keeping an 

eye out for amphibious transport docks, has helped land his 

employers with a hefty $87m repair bill. According to the Navy 

Times, the Los Angeles-class sub Hartford collided with the New 

Orleans in the Strait of Hormuz on March 20, 2009. The Hartford 's 

commander, Ryan Brookhart, was swiftly relieved of his command, 

and an official report has now condemned the vessel's "informal 

atmosphere, crew complacency, a 'weak' command and inferior 

submariner skills". Fifteen Hartford crew were injured in the 

incident. The New Orleans suffered "a 16 ft by 18 ft gash in its hull 

that ripped open a fuel tank and two ballast tanks and required 

$2.3m in repairs".
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At least he wasn‘t texting

Mar 20th 2009

The navigator of 

this sub was 

listening to this

IPODs should be 

designated as 

WMD
$87 million
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The Unquiet Earth - China
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More Unquiet Earth
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/17/science/17plume.html
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The ash cloud is moving SE
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Fireball April 14th 2010

http://www.aos.wisc.edu/fireball/2010_04_14_fireball_loop_1024x768.gif
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Where to look for the pieces
The fireball was caused by a small asteroid hitting Earth's atmosphere at a shallow angle. 

Preliminary infrasound measurements place the energy of the blast at 20 tons of TNT (0.02 

kton), with considerable uncertainty. Bill Cooke of NASA's Meteoroid Environment Office 

estimates that the space rock was about 1 meter wide and massed some 1260 kg. "Fireballs of 

this size are surprisingly common," he notes. "They hit Earth about 14 times a month, on 

average, although most go unnoticed because they appear during the day or over unpopulated 

areas." 
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Sunspot Projections

Daily Sun: 16 Apr. 10

The Earth-facing 

side of the sun is 

blank--no sunspots. 

Credit: SOHO/MDI 
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Quiet sun puts Europe on ice 

14 April 2010 by Stuart Clark

BRACE yourself for more winters like the last one, northern Europe. 

Freezing conditions could become more likely: winter temperatures may 

even plummet to depths last seen at the end of the 17th century, a time 

known as the Little Ice Age. That's the message from a new study that 

identifies a compelling link between solar activity and winter temperatures 

in northern Europe.

The research finds that low solar activity promotes the formation of giant 

kinks in the jet stream. These kinks can block warm westerly winds from 

reaching Europe, while allowing in winds from Arctic Siberia. When this 

happens in winter, northern Europe freezes, even though other, comparable 

regions of the globe may be experiencing unusually mild conditions.

Read the whole article at: 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20627564.800-quiet-sun-puts-

europe-on-ice.html?full=true

http://www.newscientist.com/search?rbauthors=Stuart+Clark
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When to Doubt a Consensus
(1) When different claims get bundled together.

Usually, in scientific disputes, there is more than one claim at issue. With global 

warming, there‘s the claim that our planet, on average, is getting warmer. 

There‘s also the claim that human emissions are the main cause of it, that it‘s 

going to be catastrophic, and that we have to transform civilization to deal with 

it. These are all different assertions with different bases of evidence. Evidence 

for warming, for instance, isn‘t evidence for the cause of that warming. All the 

polar bears could drown, the glaciers melt, the sea levels rise 20 feet, 

Newfoundland become a popular place to tan, and that wouldn‘t tell us a thing 

about what caused the warming. This is a matter of logic, not scientific 

evidence. The effect is not the same as the cause.

There‘s a lot more agreement about (1) a modest warming trend since about 

1850 than there is about (2) the cause of that trend. There‘s even less agreement 

about (3) the dangers of that trend, or of (4) what to do about it. But these four 

propositions are frequently bundled together, so that if you doubt one, you‘re 

labeled a climate change ―skeptic‖ or ―denier.‖ That‘s just plain intellectually 

dishonest. When well-established claims are fused with separate, more 

controversial claims, and the entire conglomeration is covered with the label 

―consensus,‖ you have reason for doubt.
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Climategate U-turn as scientist at centre of row 

admits: There has been no global warming since 

1995By Jonathan Petre

Last updated at 5:12 PM on 14th February 2010

•Data for vital 'hockey stick graph' has gone missing

•There has been no global warming since 1995

•Warming periods have happened before - but NOT due to 

man-made changes

The academic at the centre of the ‗Climategate‘ affair, whose raw 

data is crucial to the theory of climate change, has admitted that he 

has trouble ‗keeping track‘ of the information.

Colleagues say that the reason Professor Phil Jones has refused 

Freedom of Information requests is that he may have actually lost 

the relevant papers.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=y&authornamef=Jonathan+Petre
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Climategate U-turn

Professor Jones told the BBC yesterday there was truth in the 

observations of colleagues that he lacked organisational skills, 

that his office was swamped with piles of paper and that his 

record keeping is ‗not as good as it should be‘.

The data is crucial to the famous ‗hockey stick graph‘ used by 

climate change advocates to support the theory. 

Professor Jones also conceded the possibility that the world was 

warmer in medieval times than now – suggesting global 

warming may not be a man-made phenomenon.

And he said that for the past 15 years there has been no 

‗statistically significant‘ warming.
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http://www.koshland-science-museum.org/exhibitgcc/historical02.jsp
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Health insurers shifting costs ahead of law: report
Susan Heavey,WASHINGTON, Thu Apr 15, 2010 5:27pm EDT

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE63E4QQ20100415

Under the healthcare law passed in March, insurers must adjust their spending 

habits to meet new requirements. For example, large group plans must spend at 

least 85 cents of every premium dollar paid to them on actual medical care as 

opposed to administrative costs, while individual and small group plans must 

spend 80 cents.

"The insurance industry is beginning to consider the financial impact of the 

new federally required (medical) loss ratio requirements, including 

questionable changes in their accounting practices," the Democratic-led Senate 

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation said in a statement.

For example, WellPoint Inc "has already 'reclassified' more than half a 

billion dollars of administrative expenses as medical expenses," it said.
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The House I Came Home to.
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http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/751/millennials-confident-connected-open-to-change?src=millennials-quiz
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Texas on the Brink

Eliot Shapleigh, a State Senator from El Paso, compiled a report each 

legislative session called Texas on the Brink. Shapleigh's little book of 

horrors comes fully footnoted to avoid being attacked by partisans. His 

staff gathered data from the Census Bureau and TX govt 

agencies. examples about Texas:

2. 1st in the percentage of people over 25 without a high school diploma 

3. 41st in high school graduation rate 

4. 1st in percentage of uninsured children 

6. 1st in percentage of population uninsured 

7. 1st in percentage of non-elderly uninsured 

8. 3rd in percentage of people living below the poverty level 

9. 49th in average Women Infant and Children benefit payments 

10. 1st in teenage birth rate

http://shapleigh.org/system/reporting_document/file/255/Texas_on_the_Brink_

2009_website_final.pdf

http://shapleigh.org/system/reporting_document/file/255/Texas_on_the_Brink_2009_website_final.pdf
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Tiger Woods is (4 places) Back
2010 Masters prize money

Sunday, April 11, 2010
The total prize money for professionals at the 2010 Masters is $7.5 million, 

unchanged from 2009. The breakdown by position is as follows:

Phil Mickelson 1 - $1,350,000.00

Lee Westwood (England) 2 - $810,000.00

Anthony Kim 3 - $510,000.00

K. J. Choi (Korea) T4 - $330,000.00

Tiger Woods T4 - $330,000.00

Fred Couples 6 - $270,000.00

Nick Watney 7 - $251,250.00

Hunter Mahan T8 - $225,000.00

Y. E. Yang (Korea) T8 - $225,000.00

Ricky Barnes T10 - $195,000.00

Ian Poulter (England) T10 - $195,000.00
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Princes Georges County, Md

http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/caught-tape-police-beating-10359455
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Pd0NXFstsw
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Taxing the Rich, Over Time,By DAVID 

LEONHARDT, April 13, 2010, 8:56 pm

The total effective federal tax rate for the top 0.01 

percent of earners — that is, the top 1/10,000th of 

earners, a group that began at $8.6 million in annual 

income — was 31.5 percent in 2005. (That‘s the last 

year for which the Congressional Budget Office has 

released data for very high earners.) That includes 

income taxes, as well as payroll taxes, taxes on 

investments and other taxes. It‘s the lowest such tax 

rate since the mid-1980s, when the rate on the top 0.01 

percent was briefly below 30 percent.

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/98xx/doc9884/12-23-EffectiveTaxRates_Letter.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/98xx/doc9884/12-23-EffectiveTaxRates_Letter.pdf
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Surprise!
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The Great Depression
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Headed for Trouble?

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704541304575099371249822654.html#
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1920s Decade
1920s (Decade) 

•During World War I, federal spending grows three times larger than tax collections. When the government 

cuts back spending to balance the budget in 1920, a severe recession results. However, the war economy 

invested heavily in the manufacturing sector, and the next decade will see an explosion of productivity... 

although only for certain sectors of the economy.

•An average of 600 banks fail each year. 

•Organized labor declines throughout the decade. The United Mine Workers Union will see its membership 

fall from 500,000 in 1920 to 75,000 in 1928. The American Federation of Labor would fall from 5.1 million in 

1920 to 3.4 million in 1929. 

•Over the decade, about 1,200 mergers will swallow up more than 6,000 previously independent companies; 

by 1929, only 200 corporations will control over half of all American industry. 

•By the end of the decade, the bottom 80 percent of all income-earners will be removed from the tax rolls 

completely. Taxes on the rich will fall throughout the decade. 

•By 1929, the richest 1 percent will own 40 percent of the nation's wealth. The bottom 93 percent will have 

experienced a 4 percent drop in real disposable per-capita income between 1923 and 1929. 

•Individual worker productivity rises an astonishing 43 percent from 1919 to 1929. But the rewards are 

being funneled to the top: the number of people reporting half-million dollar incomes grows from 156 to 

1,489 between 1920 and 1929, a phenomenal rise compared to other decades. But that is still less than 1 

percent of all income-earners. 
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1922 - 1928

1922 

•The conservative Supreme Court strikes down federal child labor legislation. 

1923 

•President Warren Harding dies in office. Calvin Coolidge, becomes president. Coolidge is no 

less committed to laissez-faire and a non-interventionist government. 

•Supreme Court nullifies minimum wage for women in District of Columbia. 

1924 

•The stock market begins its spectacular rise. Bears little relation to the rest of the economy. 

1925 

•The top tax rate is lowered to 25 percent - the lowest top rate in the eight 

decades since World War I. 

1928 

•Between May 1928 and September 1929, the average prices of stocks will rise 40 percent. The 

boom is largely artificial. 
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1929

1929 

•Herbert Hoover becomes President. 

•Annual per-capita income is $750. More than half of all Americans are living 

below a minimum subsistence level. 

•Backlog of business inventories grows three times larger than the year before. 

•Recession begins in August, two months before the stock market crash. 

During this two month period, production will decline at an annual rate of 20 

percent, wholesale prices at 7.5 percent, and personal income at 5 percent. 

•Stock market crash begins October 24. Investors call October 29 Black 

Tuesday. Losses for the month will total $16 billion, an astronomical sum in 

those days. 
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1930 - 1931
1930 

•By February, the Federal Reserve has cut the prime interest rate from 6 to 4 percent. Treasury 

Secretary Andrew Mellon announces that the Fed will stand by as the market works itself out: 

'Liquidate labor, liquidate real estate... values will be adjusted, and enterprising people will pick 

up the wreck from less-competent people'. 

•The Smoot-Hawley Tariff passes on June 17. With imports forming only 6 percent of the GNP, 

the 40 percent tariffs work out to an effective tax of only 2.4 percent per citizen. Even this is 

compensated for by the fact that American businesses are no longer investing in Europe, but 

keeping their money stateside. The consensus of modern economists is that the tariff made only 

a minor contribution to the Great Depression in the U.S., but a major one in Europe. 

•Supreme Court rules that the monopoly U.S. Steel does not violate anti-trust laws as long as 

competition exists, no matter how negligible. 

•The GNP falls 9.4 percent from the year before. The unemployment rate climbs from 3.2 to 8.7 

percent. 

1931 

•No major legislation is passed addressing the Depression. 

•The GNP falls another 8.5 percent; unemployment rises to 15.9 percent. 
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1932
1932 

•This and the next year are the worst years of the Great Depression. For 1932, 

GNP falls a record 13.4 percent; unemployment rises to 23.6 percent. 

•Industrial stocks have lost 80 percent of their value since 1930. 

•10,000 banks have failed since 1929, or 40 percent of the 1929 total. 

•GNP has also fallen 31 percent since 1929. 

•Over 13 million Americans have lost their jobs since 1929. 

•International trade has fallen by two-thirds since 1929. 

Congress passes the Federal Home Loan Bank Act and the Glass-Steagall Act of 

1932. 

•Top tax rate is raised from 25 to 63 percent. 

•Popular opinion considers Hoover's measures too little too late. Franklin 

Roosevelt easily defeats Hoover in the fall election. Democrats win control of 

Congress. 
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19331933 

•Roosevelt inaugurated; begins 'First 100 Days'; of intensive legislative activity. 

•A third banking panic occurs in March. Roosevelt declares a Bank Holiday; closes financial 

institutions to stop a run on banks. 

•Alarmed by Roosevelt's plan to redistribute wealth from the rich to the poor, a group of 

millionaire businessmen, led by the Du Pont and J.P. Morgan empires, plans to overthrow 

Roosevelt with a military coup and install a fascist government modelled after Mussolini's regime 

in Italy. The businessmen try to recruit General Smedley Butler, promising him an army of 

500,000, unlimited financial backing and generous media spin control. The plot is foiled when 

Butler reports it to Congress. 

•Congress authorizes creation of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, the Farm Credit Administration, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 

the Federal Emergency Relief Administration, the National Recovery Administration, the Public 

Works Administration and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

•Congress passes the Emergency Banking Bill, the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933, the Farm Credit Act, 

the National Industrial Recovery Act and the Truth-in-Securities Act. 

•Roosevelt does much to redistribute wealth from the rich to the poor, but is concerned with a 

balanced budget. He later rejects Keynes' advice to begin heavy deficit spending. 

•The free fall of the GNP is significantly slowed; it dips only 2.1 percent this year. Unemployment 

rises slightly, to 24.9 percent. 
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1934, 1935, 1936

1934 

•Congress authorizes creation of the Federal Communications Commission, the National Mediation Board and 

the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

•The economy turns around: GNP rises 7.7 percent, and unemployment falls to 21.7 percent. A long road to 

recovery begins. 

•Sweden becomes the first nation to recover fully from the Great Depression. It has followed a policy of 

Keynesian deficit spending. 

1935 

•The Supreme Court declares the National Recovery Administration to be unconstitutional. 

•Congress authorizes creation of the Works Progress Administration, the National Labor Relations Board and 

the Rural Electrification Administration. 

•Congress passes the Banking Act of 1935, the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, the National Labor 

Relations Act, and the Social Security Act. 

•Economic recovery continues: the GNP grows another 8.1 percent, and unemployment falls to 20.1 percent. 

1936 

•Top tax rate raised to 79 percent. 

•Economic recovery continues: GNP grows a record 14.1 percent; unemployment falls to 16.9 percent. 
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The Great Depression
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Black Monday 1987 Recession
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USA GDP annual pattern and long-term trend, 1920-40, in billions of constant dollars, based 

on data in Susan Carter, ed. Historical Statistics of the US: Millennial Edition (2006) series Ca9
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Key Indexes During Recovery from the 

Great Depression
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U.S. Population Growth 1900-1960
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Trade Balance 2000 - 2008
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US GDP Since 1890
http://courses.umass.edu/ppol697d/growth.pdf
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GDP from Great Depression to Today
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GDP from 1987 to Present
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GDP Since the start of the Great Recession
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What We Owe
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National Debt since 1950

National Debt

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

B
il

li
o

n
s



April 17, 2010 TSS 09-10 #8 Taxes and Recovery 77

Consumer Credit (debt)
Consumer credit decreased at an annual rate of 5-1/2 percent in 

February 2010. Revolving credit decreased at an annual rate of 13 

percent, and nonrevolving credit decreased at an annual rate of 1-1/2 

percent. 
Consumer Debt except Mortgages
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Big Numbers
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Mazlow‘s Hierachy of Needs



April 17, 2010 TSS 09-10 #8 Taxes and Recovery 80

Basic Wilderness Survival Skills
From: British Columbia Outdoor Wilderness Guide

Fear - For anyone faced with a 

wilderness emergency survival situation, 

fear is a normal reaction. Unless an 

emergency situation has been 

anticipated, fear is generally followed by 

panic then pain, cold, thirst, hunger, 

fatigue, boredom and loneliness. It is 

extremely important to calmly assess the 

situation and not allow these seven 

enemies to interfere with your survival.

Pain - Pain may often be ignored in a 

panic situation. Remember to deal with 

injuries immediately before they become 

even more serious.

Cold - Cold lowers the ability to think, 

numbing the body and reducing the will to 

survive. Never allow yourself to stop 

moving or to fall asleep unless 

adequately sheltered.

Thirst - Dehydration is a common enemy 

in an emergency situation and must not be 

ignored. It can dull your mind, causing you 

to overlook important survival information.

Hunger - Hunger is dangerous but seldom 

deadly. It may reduce your ability to think 

logically and increase your susceptibility to 

the effects of cold, pain and fear.

Fatigue - Fatigue is unavoidable in any 

situation so it is best to keep in mind that it 

can and will lower your mental ability. 

Remember that in an emergency situation 

this is often the bodies way of escaping a 

difficult situation.

Boredom & Loneliness - These enemies 

are quite often unanticipated and may 

lower mind's ability to deal with the 

situation.
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

See You 27  March  2010

http://www.pbs.org/now/transcript/transcript_armstrong.html


April 17, 2010 TSS 09-10 #8 Taxes and Recovery 82

The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end 

something that would seem to go on for ever 

accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

The famous Python 

Foot can here be seen in 

its original format in the 

bottom left corner of 

"An Allegory of Venus 

and Cupid by Bronzino

(~1545) 

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out 

of the sky and squash  whatever was on screen with a rude noise. 

Allowing the show to move on.

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8
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Enrichment Material
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One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”
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So what will that look like on the graph?

Balance on current account (lines 1, 18, and 35 or lines 74, 75, and 76)/13/
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Don‘t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and 

others close to you?  

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or 

changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and 

fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has 

passed?
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It all connects

Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers. 

Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil is a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious in retrospect

Trusting of Authority

Lacking critical ability/Education 

Etc.
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Today's stock market bears about as much resemblance to the 

real economy as a game of poker or Monopoly or Trivial 

Pursuit.

Instead of the market indexes, keep tracking employment, 

wages, and the gross domestic product (GDP).  When they 

return, we will have recovered.  Not Before

The stock market may be a game but it is being played with 

dollars.  The rise in stock prices without an increase in 

productivity or dividends is not and indication of growth but 

of inflation and instability!

This is the result of an oversupply of money that has been 

pumped into the pockets of market players and not into the 

economy. 



April 17, 2010 TSS 09-10 #8 Taxes and Recovery 89

The Years of the Great Depression
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Don’t just be a thermometer, 

Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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Getting Warmer?
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We have it in our power…

"We have it in our 

power to begin the 

world over again."

Ronald Reagan quoting Thomas Paine

January 18, 2008Bill Moyers talks with Harvey J. Kaye 
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Inconvenient Opinions

http://epaper.timesofindia.com
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Why the print media is in trouble

The Houston Chronicle offers balanced 

coverage

They Balance Truth and facts with bullshit*
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Rasptuin or Pachauri

Grigory Rasputin, the "devil monk", is the most mysterious figure in the Romanov tragedy. Born a poor Siberian peasant, 
Rasputin became Alexandra's closest advisor due to his ability to alieve her son's sufferings. A powerful and a alcoholic, 
Rasputin attended orgies and church services with equal devotion. The police and family friends warned the royal couple 
about Rasputin. The Tsar did nothing. Alexandra dismissed the tales and their tellers as lies and liars. Because Alexis' 
illness was secret, St. Petersburg assumed Rasputin was or might be her lover. Of course whoever thought this must 
have been crazy, cause  with a hideous monk like him, and a beautiful tsarista like Alexandra it MUST be a rumor!! The 
rumor was false (of course!). Rasputin influenced the Tsar's political decisions, and his meddling and advice crippled the 
Imperial government. With the Tsar's power in danger, the aristocracy (includes wealthy Russian politicians) acted. On 
December 30, 1916, the night before New Years Eve, Prince Yussoupov and his well-born friends invited Rasputin to a 
drinking party where they poisoned, then shot and finally drowned the monk. Rasputin's corpse was later recovered on 
the bank of the icy river.The damage Rasputin inflicted helped topple the Romanov dynasty two months later -- an event 
the monk foresaw and predicted in a letter addressed to the family and delivered to them after his death. 


