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“...we are the leaders we've
been looking for.”

Grace Lee Boggs
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Program for TSS Meeting 21 November 2009

9:30 am Introduction & Current Events (30 Minutes +/-) —
Curt Gibby

¢10:15am —«
« 10: 40 10 minute break
«10:50 am

«11:55 am- Closure — Feedback
«11:00 am Session ends

*Next Session 16 January 2010 — Happy Holidays
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Disclaimer

The following presentation consists of material from many
sources in addition to my own work and experience. | usually
try give appropriate attribution for this material, but may
have overlooked some. In many cases an Internet link to the
source material is provided in order to allow you to better put
these excerpts in context.

The inclusion of materials and the facts, opinions and ideas
contained within them, does not in any way mean that |
personally endorse or disavow any of them in whole or in
part; but, that it is of importance to the discussion.

If you have any questions please contact me.

Curt Gibby <gcgconsult@n-star.com>
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To Any Members of Law Enforcement

If there are any members of law enforcement here in any sort of official capacity
and not in a uniform recognizable as one of law enforcement we ask that you
identify yourself or selves, your agency, department or organization and your
official reason for being here.

Rest assured that we are engaged in no illegal activity, but we are aware of, value
and have faith in our Constitutional rights.

In any case you are welcome to stay and participate as a member or guest of the
Third Saturday Seminar. But, if at any time you consider anything you see or hear
happening or about to happen is or will be putting any one or all of us in jeopardy
of breaking the law as you understand it, we request that you advise us of that
situation .

This is consistent with your obligation as a peace officer or agent to protect and
serve the people. Anything else will be a betrayal and you will be derelict in your
duty. It will result in harm to those you are obligated to protect.

The donuts are free to law enforcement.
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Current Events

12 December 2009

Don’t,-Panici!

December 12, 2009 TSS 09-11 #4 -- Politics and the
Economy



A )

4 P A
sy )
o e LT

R B

a4

L R T
= G L i e
M RS A
Vo s i

’ \
Ml MR T AL L R

December 12, 2009 TSS 09-11 #4 -- Politics and the
Economy



Just to keep things interesting ...

... 1n the final week of the campaign, Ms. Parker’s sexuality
has emerged as an issue. A group of black pastors spoke out
against Ms. Parker because of what they called her gay
agenda. On Monday, Mr. Locke, who is black, came under
fire after the revelation that two members of his finance
committee made $20,000 donations to the political action
committee of Stephen Hotze, an anti-gay advocate.

Mr. Hotze sent out mailings that urged potential voters to
reject the candidate endorsed by the “gay and lesbian
political caucus.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/12/us/12houston.html
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Iranian forces clash with protesters
Police beat crowds as thousands gather on day of planned demonstrations

Pro-reform Iranian students march during their protest at the Tehran
University campus in Iran, on Monday.

msnbc.com news services updated 6:35 p.m. CT, Mon., Dec . 7, 2009TEHRAN -
Security forces and militiamen clashed with thousands of protesters shouting "death
to the dictator" outside on Monday, beating them with batons and
firing tear gas on a day of nationwide student demonstrations, witnesses said.

The protests were the largest in months, bringing tens of thousands out in marches at
more than a dozen campuses around the country and in several squares in Tehran, as
university students — a bedrock of support for the pro-reform movement — sought

to energize the opposition. The opposition has been reeling under a fierce crackdown

since turmoil erupted over the disputed presidential election in June.
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http://www.nydailynews.com/authors/Joanna Molloy

Gore cancels on Copenhagen lecture -
leaves ticketholders in a lurch

It seems the uncertainty about Copenhagen is growing. When Al baby pulls the
plug, you know it's hosed.

From Berlingske: Al Gore cancels lecture during COP15

Former LS. wvice president has canceled his event, more than 3,000 Danes have
purchased a ticket. Photo: JOSE MENDEZ

Looks like they will get a refund though. Might be worth more as a collectors item in ten
years though.

| wonder how many people have shelled out $1200 to shake Al's hand? Maybe not
enough and he couldn’t cover the expenses far his private jet?
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JUST
BECAUSE HIS
SCIENCE 1S
QUESTIONABLE
DOESN'T MEAN
WE SHOULDN'T
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From the draft of the Copenhagen Treaty

17. [[Developed [and developing] countries] [Developed
and developing country Parties] [All Parties] [shall]
[should]:]

(a) Compensate for damage to the LDCs’ economy and
also compensate for lost opportunities, resources, lives,
land and dignity, as many will become environmental
refugees;

(b) Africa, in the context of environmental justice,
should be equitably compensated for environmental,
social and economic losses arising from the
Implementation of response measures.
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Cap and Trade and ?

Sect. 204 Building Energy Performance Labeling

Program establishes a labeling program that for each individual
residence will identify the achieved energy efficiency performance for
"at least 90 percent of the residential market within 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act." This means that within 5 years 90%
of all residential homes in the U.S. must be measured and labeled. The
EPA administrator will get $50M each year to enforce the labeling
program. The Secretary of the Department of Energy

will get an additional $20M each year to help enforce the labeling
program. Some of this money will, of course, be spent on coming up with
tougher standards each year.

Sect. 304 Greater Energy Efficiency in Building Codes establishes new
energy efficiency guidelines for the National Building Code

and mandates at 304(d) that 1 year after enactment of this Act, all

state and local jurisdictions must adopt the National Building Code energy
efficiency provisions or must obtain a certification from the federal
government that their state and/or local codes have been brought into full

compliance with the National Building Code energy efficiency standards.
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New Russian missile failure sparks UFO frenzy
by Stuart Williams — Thu Dec 10,1214 pm ET
MOSCOW (AFF) — Russia's new nuclear-capable missile suffered

another failed test launch, the defence ministry said Thursday, solving

the mystery of a spectacular plume of white light that appeared over
Morway.

The Bulava missile was test-fired from the submarine Dmitry Donskoi
in the White Sea early Wednesday but failed at the third stage, the
defence ministry said in a statement.

AFPISCANFLE — An unusual light
phenomenon above the Nopwegian city of . L )
Skjeroy. Russia's new nuclearcapable The pre-dawn morning launch caincided with the appearance of an

missile ... extraordinary light over narthern Morway that captivated abservers.

Images of the light that appeared in the sky above the Norwegian city of Tramso and elsewhere prampted
explanations ranging from a meteor, northern lights, a failed missile or even a UFO.

Describing the latest failure of the Bulava as a major embarrassment for the military, leading Russian defence

"=uch lights and clouds appear from time to time when a missile fails in the upper layers of the atmosphere
and have been reported before” he told AFPF.

"At least this failled test made some nice firewaorks for the Morwegians,” he joked.

The White Sea, which is the usual site for such missile tests by Russian submarines, lies close to Morway's
own Arctic region.
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HOMAS FRIEDMAN says even if

lobal warming proves to be a hoax,
Amer1ca would still become stronger and
more energy independent.

Colonel Jessop says “You can’t
Handle the truth!” from “A Few Good Men”

Friedmen says, “Cheney’s 1% doctrine 1s
the best approach to climate change” roustor

Chronicle 9 Dec 09

Curt says, “It was the 1% doctrine that
got us into lrag and killed another 4000
Americans.”
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WHAT'S UP OVER NORWAY 2

This morning in Norway, people saw a strange and still-unexplained phenomenon. Eye-witness
Nick Banbury of Harstad reports: "We are used to seeing lots of auroras here in Arctic Norway,
but on my way to work this morning | saw something completely unexpected. Between 7:50
and 8:00 a.m. local time, there was a strange light in the sky." shown here in a photo taken by
Jan Peter:

.
"It consisted initially of a green beam of light similar in colour to the aurora with a mysterious rotating spiral at one
end,"” continues Banbury. "This spiral then got bigger and bigger until it turned into a huge halo in the sky with the
green beam extending down to the earth. According to the press, this could be seen all over northern norway and must
therefore have been very high up in the atmosphere to be seen hundreds of km apart.”
"[A popular] suggestion at the moment is that it was a rocket shot up by a Russian submarine in the white sea, but the

Russians deny this apfarently. Abig mysteryrindeed!" .
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B-17B off the West coast of Australia
(10 years since It broke away from Antarctica)
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GEMINID METEOR WATCH:
The Geminid meteor shower is getting underway.

The peak won't arrive until Sunday night, Dec. 13th, but observers are already
seeing meteors streak across the late-night sky. Elias Jordan reports from Derby,
Kansas: "Last night, | went out with a comfortable chair and a nice warm blanket
and quickly saw four meteors in only fifteen minutes of observing." He made
this self-portrait before dashing back inside to escape the 3°F wind chill:
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You want to stop illegal immigration? Talk to these two!

EDUARDO VERGUGO: ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEXICO’S ELITE: Mexican businessman Carlos Slim confers with President Felipe Calderon at the
inauguration of a nonprofit health institute in Mexico City in 2007 Mexico has been hit hard by the
global downturn. The country that managed to produce the billionaire Slim, said to be the second
richest man in the world, also has a population of 50 million people who live below the poverty line.
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Ft Hood Tragedy

Fort Hood shooting suspect Maj. Nidal
Malik Hasan permanently paralyzed
from chest down, says lawyer

B BRIAN KATES
DALY MEWS STAFF WRITER

Originally Publizhed: Monday, Movember 23rd 2009, 5:32 AM
Updated: Monday, Movember 23rd 2009, 10:37 Ah

Maj. Midal M. Hasan, the alleged Fort Hood
gqunman recuperating from the gunshot
wounds that ended the murderous
rampadge, is expected to be permanenthy
parahzed from the chest down, his lawyer
=aid.

Hasan, the Army psychiatrist charged with
killing 13 people inthe Mov, 5 massacre,
"has no sensation fram the nipple area
down," Hasan's civilian attorney, John P.
Galligan, told the Washington Post.

Galligan said Hasan has been told the
paralysis is permanent.

The attorney paricipated Saturday in an
hour-long, closed-door hearing in an
intensive care room at Brooke Ay
Medical Center, where a madgistrate ruled
that the Hasan will be held until he can be
transferred to jail.

f'/f
I |

AP
Alleged Fort Hood guniman Maj. Midal balik
Hazan has been charged with the 13 murders
inthe Fort Hood massacre.
“Inthe middle of this hearing, he started to
nod off and go to sleep,” Galligan said.
“When [ve spoken with him, he's coherent,

Poll Results
Thank you for voting.

The Ft. Hood shooting suspectwas charged with 13 counts of premeditated murder.
If convicted he could face the death penalty. Does he desenve it?

ves s0% [
Mo % [

hut your ability to have any meaningful 1477m not sure 59, .
exchange with hirm is limited in time and =
suhject”
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Nidal Malik Hasan scared her
BY

DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
Monday, November 9th 2009, 12:17 AM

He was_lsupposed to help her hero son - but all she saw in Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan's eyes
was evil.

The mom of a soldier who received psychiatric treatment from the accused Fort Hood

gunman said she was fr:?_htened of the psychiatrist from the very beginning of her son's
stay at Walter Reed Medical Center.

"I looked into his eyes, and he scared me," Cindy Gagnier told the Daily News. "*"He made
some comments to me that made me feel very uncomfortable, and | don't become
uncomfortable very easily."

The New York-born mother of four was at her son Christian’s bedside constantly after he
suffered a traumatic brain injury in 2005 while fighting in Iraq.

The young veteran, who also is dealing with posttraumatic stress disorder, spent 18 months
at Walter Reed, where Hasan spent six years on staff.

""[Hasan] said to me one time, 'They all need to come home,""* Gagnier recalled. ""He said all
the boys should come home.

""He was very blunt. He was very controlled," she said.
During that time, she recalls Hasan as "'not very empathetic."
""[Hasan] said it was all right for my son to leave the hospital, but it wasn't," Gagnier said.

She was so focused on 8etting Christian better that Gagnier, now a tireless advocate for
other disabled Iraq and Afghan war veterans, did not make a formal complaint.

""Other doctors came to my side and helped me," Gagnier attests. "'l was very watchful over
my son."

She doesn't buy reports that Hasan simply woke up one day and snapped.
"I don't think he flipped out," she said. "'l think what he did was an act of terrorism."
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Independents Take Center Stage in the Obama Era

Independent ldentification Surging

Last S1x Years Last Five Months
(Yearly Totals) (onthly Sureeys)

37
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e B pblican === emocrat =w==|ndependent

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1229/political-values-core-attitudes-trends-2009
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Crude Oll Price

Crude Oil and Commodity Prices
December, Saturday 12 2009 - 03:45:46
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October trade deficit drops to $32.9 billion
By MARTIN CRUTSINGER, AP Economics Writer
Thursday, December 10, 2009

The U.S. trade deficit unexpectedly narrowed in October as exports surged to
the highest level in nearly a year. Growing exports, boosted by a weaker dollar,
are expected to boost demand for American manufactured goods in coming
months and provide important strength to the overall economic recovery.

The Commerce Department said Thursday the trade deficit fell to $32.9 billion
in October, 7.6 percent below a revised September deficit of $35.7 billion.
Economists had expected the deficit to increase to $36.8 billion.

The improvement reflected a 2.5 percent jump in exports, led by strong gains
In sales of American farm products, autos, aircraft and industrial machinery.
Imports rose a smaller 0.4 percent, a gain that was held back by a big drop in
oil imports.

The politically sensitive deficit with China rose 2.5 percent to $22.7 billion,
the highest level in nearly a year, even though U.S. exports to China hit an all-
time high.
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So what will that look like on the graph?
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Real Gross Domestic Product, Chained Dollars
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Is this a new board game?
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How to Boost Book Sales? For “Get a Grip on
Physics,” Tiger Woods’ Crash Helped

m=ElE D FANT

kt's not as illustrious as hawing the
president publichy declare he's reading
wour book — a=s Barack Obama did with
Jozeph 0'Meill's "Nethedand” — but a
paperback called "Get a Grip on Physics"
i= in the spotlight after a minor cameo in
the Tiger Woods saga. The book, a
layman's guide to phy=ics by British
science writer John Grbbin, appeared in a
photo of WMioods' crashed SUN, lying on
the wehicle's floor. Since ywesterday, the
book's Amazon sales rank has jumped
from 396,224 1o 2,268 — a fortuitous tum
for the author, “Anytime 3 book gets
highlighted, wou get a spike of 3 day or
twa,” Jim Milliot, 3 senior editor at
Publishers WMieekly, =aid. "k happened
when President Bush was camying some
books on wacation. | happened with
Obama.” A=ked if there was an industry
term for such a notoriety-induced =sales
boost, Mlliot replied, "dumb luck "

Bares ard Hoble Books

Trhe couer ot e book pheolographed on e oo of

Tiger icad=* S0V Fe righl he Tashed . \ ,
That's more or less how the book's aunthaor

iz wiewing the situation. Reached at his home near Brighton, England, Grbbin =aid he
knew about Woods' crash but was unaware his book featured in the storny; he'd been in
Oxford forthe last few days researching 3 new book on the search for intelligent life in
space. "Aotually, I'm delighted,” he said upon heanng his book's |atest sales Ankings. "l
write books about science for people who aren't scientists so he's exacthy my target
audience "
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Tiger Woods Takes 'Break From Professional Golf
Amid 'Infidelity,’ Prostitute Rumors

wWrites of 'Need to Focus My Attention on Being a Better Husband, Father and Person'

By RUSSELL GOLDMAHN and MICHAEL S. JAMES @NEWS
Dec. 11,2009 190 comments

Tiger YWoods says he will take "an indefinite break from professional golf' to cope with the
ongoing fallout caused by "my infidelity."

“| am deeply aware of the disappointment
and hurt that my infidelity has caused to
so many people, most of all my wife and
children," he wrote late Friday on his
official Web site. "l want to say again to
everyone that | am profoundly sorry and
¥ A o \ ® | that | ask forgiveness. It may not be

r possible to repair the damage I've done,
but | want to do my best to try."

The announcement came after new
reports from both sides of the Atlantic

/i [
r'S

[ iger's Pause: Golfer to Focus on Family | claimed the golfer paid for sex with
Ready prostitutes and that Woods and wife Elin

Mordegren are considering an escape to
disappointment. Sweden to plan their next move.

TigerWoods releases statement expressing awareneass of
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WHITE HOUSE NOTEBOOK: Short stay miifs
Norwegians

mmmr-‘m b Buzup! 336 votes [l Send w5 share w L3 Print

By MATTI HUJHT AMEM, Azzociated Press Writer — Thu Dec 10, 5:21 pm ET
O5L0 — President Barack Obarma's decision to break with tradition

and not follow the lead of past Maobel Peace Prize winners bewildered
some Morwegians, Others thought he was being impolite.

Cbama had quite a whirlwind day Thursday — he signed the Mobel
King Harald % and Clueen Su:nnjaanddelweredan _a_c;c_é;::[ance speech
after he was farmally presented with the prize. He alzo joined the king
and gqueen at an evening banguet.

AP — President and Mobel Peace Prize i ot i i i i
aureate Barack Obama posee mith hie me dal But he skipped several other activities, including lunch with the king, a

and diploama alongside Nobel ... news conference at Oslo's Grand Hotel, CHM's traditional interiew with
the prize winner and a "Save the Children” benefit concert, where
organizers replaced him with an Obama cardboard cutout. Obama alzo
won't be around for Friday's Mobel Concert.
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The Salahi- Obama Meeting

On the other is their polo-playing
son, Tareq Salahi, 39, also a co-
owner, and his wife, Michaele, a
former Washington Redskins
cheerleader who is now a Richmond
lobbyist. The son, a member of the
Virginia Tourism Authority, is
hurrying to team up with investors to
buy what he views as his heritage
(Oasis Winery) before someone else

steps in.

White Houss photo

Corinne Salahi, who is founder and director of the Montessori School of Alexandria, said
in an interview that the fight with her son is depressing and that she blames him for
amassing unmanageable debt through enterprises related to the winery. The mother said
she had hoped that after her son graduated from college he would join the family
business, "'learn the ropes and gradually take over, not create more work for me and

hlS father." By lan ShapiraWashington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, November 5, 2008

December 12, 2009 TSS 09-11 #4 -- Politics and the 43
Economy



EP, )

SERVIC

SECRET

1o,

HEL

44

TSS 09-11 #4 -- Politics and the

December 12, 2009

Economy



December 12, 2009

TSS 09-11 #4 -- Politics and the
Economy

45



NOURE IN LUCK,,

HARRY REID WsT
PAID ME $200
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We’re not done yet!

Fla. lawyer charged with $1B investment fraud AP associsted Press

Fla. lawyer charged with racketeering, fraud in $1B investment scam over fake settlements

By Curt Anderson, AP Leqal Affairs Wiriter
On 23:48 pm EST, Tuesday December 1, 2009

FORT LALUDERDALE, Fla. (AP -- & once high-flving attorney who courted polticians and celebrities was
arrezted Tuesday on federal racketeering and fraud charges alleqing he operated & $1 hillion investment
zcheme invalving phony legal settlements.

Lawyer Soott Rothstein was led into the Miami FBI office in
handcuffs fallowing his early morning arrest on five charges,
including & violstion of the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Drganizations, or RICO law |, often used against the Mafia and
other criminal organizations.

Rothstein was alzo charged with wire fraud, money laundering,
and mail and wire fraud conspiracy. The combined maximnum
prizon term for convictions on all counts iz 100 years, according
to court documents.

AP - FILE- o thks Mow. 5, 009 ke phoinoof Horeey
Sooit RothsE v, BT and Gou. Charlk Crit, .

"Thiz caze iz a glaring example of greed run amok," acting Miami LS. Attorney Jeffrey Sloman said. "He

zought to buy povwer and influence at the expense of his clients, and instead has patentially bought
him=elf 3 lengthy prizon sentence”

Murik added that Rothstein -- shackled and wearing & black T-zhirt and blug jeans in court -- intends to
repay &3 many investors as possible. "At the end of the day, the people who deserve to get money back
huopetully weill " Murik said.

Raothstein was ordered held without bail by U, Magistrate Robin Rozenbaum, who noted that Rothstein
had wired some $16 milion to a bank account in Marocco and flew on a chartered jet there in late October

before returning 1o Florida. Rothstein carried up to $500,000 in cash onthat trip, she said citing evidence
from prosecutars,
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Maybe we could learn from the Chinese

China executes rogue trader, millions still missing
REUTERS t

Tue Dec 8, 620 amET

BEMING {Reuters) — China on Tuesday executed a former securities
trader for embezzlement, the first person in the industry to be put to
death, but millions of yuan are still missing, a state newspaper said.

Yang Yanming was sentenced to death in late 2005 and took the
secret of the whereabouts of BS million yuan ($9.52 million) of the

The report added that ¥ang was the first person working in China's
securities sector to be executed.

"Preserve your moral integrity and don't set too much store by business results," Yang told the newspaper
befare the sentence was carried out.

He was the general manager of the Beijing securities trading department of the China Great ¥Wall Trust and
Investment Corp., which became Galaxy Securities, from 1997 to 2003

Conscious that the growing gap between rich and poor could generate resentment, China is battling corruption
and stock trading abuses. It has used the death penalty as a deterrent in serious cases.

($1=5.525 Yuan)

(Reporting by Ben Blanchard; Editing by Mick Macfig)
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GDP by Components
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S&P 500 — 2 Year
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Coulda, Shoulda, Woulda ...
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Sustainable Energy ETF’s
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FPL Group
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Carroll Pickett

The Rev Carroll Picket, a Presbyterian
Minister, served 15 years as the Chaplain of
the Walls Unit of TDC and the author of
“Between These Walls” will talk to us on
March 27. Since retiring from TDC during
which time his duties required that he attend
many executions, he has been actively
speaking against the death penalty.
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Dr. Mehdi NoorBaksh will
Address Lyceum on 1 April 2010

Everyday is a struggle in Iran but we are very optimistic. The opposition is
expanding its activities. They are absolutely genius. They stamp slogans such
as Death to Dictator on the Iran’s paper money. The government had not had
a solution for it so far. Political slogans are on the subways, walls, mosques
and anywhere they could be. Universities are not silent at all. There is no
week without demonstration of anger and opposition in the universities. It is
good and the time to remain optimistic. | will come to Houston at the end of
March for a four day conference. If a lecture fits your Saturday seminar
schedule, it will be an honor. (See title)

Thanks,
Mehdi

Mehdi Noorbaksh Ph.D., MBA, MHA
Associate Professor of International Affairs
Coordinator, General Education
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Third Saturday Seminar 2009-2010
Humanity at a Crossroads

Session 04
16 December 2009

“Politics and the Economy, "The Way Forward"* ”

(Are we hearing, or making, wakeup calls?)
Populist Anger and Economic Stressors

Curt Gibby

ALL Program, Lone Star College - Montgomery, Conroe,
Texas
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Don’t panic!

Don’t be Panicked!

WHAT DO
YoU MEAN,
I'M NOT ON
THE HIGH
PRIORITY
LIST?

/V\} /

See You 16 January 2009
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http://www.pbs.org/now/transcript/transcript_armstrong.html

Christmas Shopping?

*Do not park next to a van’s sliding door.

«After dark, try to leave the office/store with others. If you
are alone, call building security for an escort.

*Approach your vehicle with your keys in your hand.
*Use your vehicle alarm system if confronted.

ook around your vehicle for suspicious activity. If someone
is loitering around your vehicle, walk past until they leave.

*Do a quick scan of your vehicle’s interior—including the
back seat—before unlocking your door.

*Be alert and suspicious should someone approach you or
your vehicle to hand out leaflets, ask for directions, etc.

*Drive slowly and follow the designated routes into and out of
the parking lot and garage.
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The Monty Python Foot, a convenient way to end
something that would seem to go on for ever
accomplishing nothing.... (See deus ex machina)

TR

A i
, l- I L ""Jff"'.-"'.f'.-“.-'".f-"fr el e,
! I'."I"i. 'Ill'l.". 'Q.Il"..'* S ] ] ; e . "':-_.-_.w g '-:-‘!-' ’

i)

The famous Python
Foot can here be seen in
its original format in the
bottom left corner of
"An Allegory of Venus

and Cupid by
(~1545)

When Monty Python had no ending for a skit, this foot would appear out
of the sky and squash whatever was on screen with a rude noise.

Allowing the show to move on.
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http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia&dekey=Agnolo+di+Cosimo&gwp=8

Enrichment Material
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One of life’s persistent questions:

“Why do cockroaches roll over before the die?”
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Today's stock market bears about as much resemblance to the

real economy as a game of poker or Monopoly or Trivial
Pursuit.

Instead of the market indexes, keep tracking employment,
wages, and the gross domestic product (GDP). When they
return, we will have recovered. Not Before

The stock market may be a game but it is being played with
dollars. The rise in stock prices without an increase in
productivity or dividends is not and indication of growth but
of inflation and instability!

This is the result of an oversupply of money that has been

pumped into the pockets of market players and not into the
economy.
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Don’t be Panicked

Can you take responsibility for yourself and
others close to you?

Can you stay calm and assess a changing or
changed situation?

Can you tell the difference between fact and
fabrication.

Can you delay panicking until the threat has
passed?
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It all connects
Fear, War, Greed

To much capital in the hands of the few

Too little money in the hands of the consumers.
Credit is not a replacement for disposable income

Oil is a limited resource

Unable to anticipate what looks obvious In retrospect
Trusting of Authority

Lacking critical ability/Education

Etc.
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140

The Years of the Great Depression
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Texas Leading Economic Indicators
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Change from previous year:

The leading indicators for Texas are down 4.6%

The leading indicators for the U.S. are up 1.9%
http://www.texasahead.org/economy/tracking/
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Mortgage Foreclosures
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Texas is up 43.8%
U.S.is up 29.2%.
Source: RealtyTrac
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Industrial Production Index (TX)
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Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
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Don’t just be a thermometer,
Be a thermostat

Jill Carroll
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The greater fool theory

The greater fool theory (sometimes the bigger fool theory,
also called survivor investing) is the belief held by one who
makes a questionable investment, with the assumption that
they will be able to sell it later to "'a bigger fool'; in other
words, buying something not because you believe that it is
worth the price, but rather because you believe that you
will be able to sell it to someone else for an even better
price.

Wikipedia.org
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http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/01/08/60minutes/main4707770.shtml
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Getting Warmer?
|
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We have it in our power...

"We have It In our
power to begin the
world over again.”

Ronald Reagan quoting Thomas Paine

January 18, 2008Bill Moyers talks with Harvey J. Kaye
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If Nietzsche 1s right ...

Would the Ubermensches we will create
have the natural ability to get along with
each other?

And will “man” (we) be a laughingstock
or a painful embarrassment for the
overman that we create?
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@AHbermensth

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, Oct 15, 1844 — Aug 25, 1900)

The Ubermensch (German; English: Overman, Superman) is a
concept in the Philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche. Nietzsche
posited the Ubermensch as a goal for humanity to set for itself
in his 1883 book Thus Spoke Zarathustra (German: Also
Sprach Zarathustra).

The book's protagonist, Zarathustra, contends that "man is
something which ought to be overcome:"

All beings so far have created something beyond
themselves; and do you want to be the ebb of this great
flood and even go back to the beasts rather than overcome
man? What is the ape to man? A laughingstock or a painful
embarrassment. And man shall be just that for the
overman: a laughingstock or a painful embarrassment...

There is no consensus regarding the precise meaning of the
Ubermensch, or even the overall importance of the concept in
Nietzsche's thought.
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For Further Reading

Superhero

Masters of Evil

Joseph John Campbell (March 26, 1904 — October 30, 1987) was an American mythologist, writer and lecturer,
best known for his work in comparative mythology and comparative religion. His work is vast, covering many
aspects of the human experience. His philosophy is often summarized by his phrase: "Follow your bliss."

(Charlie Rose) A conversation (30 minutes) with Malcolm Gladwell, author of “Outliers.” , defined by
Gladwell as people who do not fit into our normal understanding of achievement, ' Outliers deals with
exceptional people, especially those who are smart, rich, and successful, and those who operate at the extreme
outer edge of what is statistically possible. , In statistics, an outlier is an observation that is numerically distant
from the rest of the . (Intro gleaned from Wikipedia.org)

(Karen Armstrong)"... if you want to make God laugh, tell Him, or Her, your plans. A self-proclaimed "freelance
monotheist,” Karen Armstrong is now on a mission to bring compassion, the heart of religion, as she sees it,
back into modern life. "Do not do to others what you would not like them to do to you."

Bill Moyers Interviews Karen Armstrong
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_set
http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/9855
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/03132009/watch.html
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Map of Nuclear Power Plants in North America
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Data For: 2008
Report Refeased: Jufy 2009
Next Refoase Date: July 2070

Figure 1. Renewable Energy Consumption in the Nation’s Energy Supply, 2008
Total = 99.305 Quadrillion Btu Total = 7.301 Quadrillion Btu
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Source: Energy Information Administration, Otffice of Coal, Muclear, Electric and Alternste Fuels Chart dma.ﬁ

Renewable energy consumption grew by 7 percent between 2007 and 2008, despite a 2 percent decline
in total U.S. energy consumption ( ). Total renewable energy consumption increased by 487
trillion Btu to 7,301 trillion Btu.
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&oi=video_result&ct=res&cd=4&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D_UKvpONl3No&ei=awW0SrbmII78sgO7hr2eDQ&usg=AFQjCNFu7LilHCQSYdo3CvV3zRJozUSiBg

National Snow Analyses

http://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/
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